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Internat ional  Relat ions  
               Scholast ic  Conclave

The Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave,  organised by the Department  of
Internat ional  Relat ions  at  Jadavpur Univers i ty,  i s  a  s tudent-driven academic
forum that  br ings  together  s tudents,  scholars,  and profess ionals  to  engage with
cr i t ical  g lobal  i ssues.  Since  i ts  incept ion in  2010,  the  conclave has  been a  pursuit
of  intel lectual  explorat ion,  a iming to unravel  the  complexit ies  of  g lobal  pol i t ics.
By convening a  diverse  group of  experts  and students,  the  event  faci l i tates  in-
depth discuss ions  and debates  on key themes in  Internat ional  Relat ions.  I t  serves
as  a  platfor m to encourage cr i t ical  thinking,  promote academic excel lence,  and
bridge the  gap between theory and real-world pract ice.  Bui lding on the success  of
the previous edit ion,  which featured dist inguished speakers  such as  Christophe
Jaffrelot ,  Liyaqat  Ayub Khan,  Alka Acharya,  and Esther  Bri to Ruiz,  whose
expert ise  spans areas  l ike  Indology,  South Asian pol i t ics,  S ino-Indian relat ions,
human r ights,  and diplomacy,  this  year’s  conclave wi l l  further  expand i ts
outreach.  The upcoming edit ion aims to enhance student  part ic ipat ion alongside
internat ional  experts,  ensuring broader  engagement  and a  more dynamic exchange
of  ideas.  With an ant ic ipated increase  in  attendance,  the  impact  and reach of  the
event  are  expected to be greater  than ever.  Scheduled for  September 2026,  the
conference is  s trategical ly  planned to maximize  part ic ipat ion from the Organiz ing
Committee,  attendees,  and esteemed guests  from prest ig ious  nat ional  and
internat ional  univers i t ies  and inst i tut ions.  This  conference  wi l l  al low IRSC to
foster  an inclus ive  intel lectual  space for  s tudents  to  engage with press ing global
problems and nurture  a  funct ional  understanding of  adaptat ion patterns  in
internat ional  relat ions.
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The Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave,  organised by the
Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions  at  Jadavpur Univers i ty,  i s  a  s tudent-
driven academic forum that  br ings  together  s tudents,  scholars,  and
profess ionals  to  engage with cr i t ical  g lobal  i ssues.  Since  i ts  incept ion in  2010,
the conclave has  been a  pursuit  of  intel lectual  explorat ion,  a iming to unravel
the complexit ies  of  g lobal  pol i t ics.  By convening a  diverse  group of  experts
and students,  the  event  faci l i tates  in-depth discuss ions  and debates  on key
themes in  Internat ional  Relat ions.  I t  serves  as  a  platfor m to encourage
cr i t ical  thinking,  promote academic excel lence,  and bridge the  gap between
theory and real-world pract ice.  Bui lding on the success  of  the  previous
edit ions,  which featured dist inguished speakers  such as  Christophe Jaffrelot ,
Liyaqat  Ayub Khan,  Alka Acharya,  and Esther  Bri to Ruiz,  whose expert ise
spans areas  l ike  Indology,  South Asian pol i t ics,  S ino-Indian relat ions,  human
rights,  and diplomacy,  this  year’s  conclave wi l l  further  expand i ts  outreach.
The upcoming edit ion aims to enhance student  part ic ipat ion alongside
internat ional  experts,  ensuring broader  engagement  and a  more dynamic
exchange of  ideas.  With an ant ic ipated increase  in  attendance,  the  impact  and
reach of  the  event  are  expected to be greater  than ever.  Scheduled for
September 2026,  the  conference is  s trategical ly  planned to maximize
part ic ipat ion from the Organiz ing Committee,  attendees,  and esteemed guests
from prest ig ious  nat ional  and internat ional  univers i t ies  and inst i tut ions.  This
conference  wi l l  al low IRSC to foster  an inclus ive  intel lectual  space for
students  to  engage with press ing global  problems and nurture  a  funct ional
understanding of  adaptat ion patterns  in  internat ional  relat ions.
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  t  i s  with profound honor that  we welcome Jadavpur Univers i ty,  a
dist inguished Indian academic inst i tut ion dedicated to cult ivat ing pol icy
engagement,  foster ing infor med discourse,  and advancing cr i t ical
scholarship in  Internat ional  Relat ions  and Strategic  Studies.

The current  transfor mation of  internat ional  pol i t ics  c learly  shows that
strategic  autonomy and global  real ignment  are  the  most  effect ive  concepts
for  comprehension.  A mult ipolar  order  has  taken shape in  the  wake of
unipolar i ty ’s  decl ine,  the  return of  great-power r ivalr ies,  a  more diffuse
distr ibut ion of  economic and technological  might ,  and the fracturing of
global  governance.  This  new order  i s  def ined not  so much by any stable
equi l ibr ium as  by the interplay of  competi t ive  and cooperat ive  networks.

In such an environment,  s trategic  autonomy has  evolved beyond a s imple
doctr ine  of  non-al ignment  or  pol icy  independence into something far  more
dynamic.  I t  i s  the  means by which states  can safeguard their  sovereignty and
decis ion-making prerogat ives,  expand their  partnerships  and agency,  and al l
the  whi le  s idestep the r ig idi t ies  of  bloc pol i t ics.  Theoret ical  lenses  offer
various  ways to read this :  for  the  real is t  i t  i s  about  the  balance of  power and
survival ;  l iberal  inst i tut ional ism points  to  i ts  funct ion within mult i lateral
bodies  and issue-based coal i t ions;  construct iv ists  would stress  how ident i ty
and history infor m foreign pol icy;  and from a cr i t ical  or  postcolonial
vantage point  i t  i s  seen as  an assert ion of  pol i t ical  and epistemic  autonomy
in the face  of  entrenched hierarchies.

India 's  approach to strategic  autonomy,  character ized by i ts  intr icate  grand
strategy at  the  intersect ion of  power,  development,  and nor mative
leadership,  warrants  considerat ion beyond mere diplomatic  preference.  Amid
a deep global  real ignment,  what  matters  i s  not  just  India’s  adaptat ion to
mult ipolar i ty  but  also the  role  i t  p lays  in  shaping i ts  inst i tut ional  and
nor mative  underpinnings.  We invite  scholars  to  this  conference to put  these
quest ions  to the  test ,  examining the empir ical  and theoret ical  dimensions of
India’s  bid for  inf luence in  a  world where  such inf luence is  more hot ly
contested,  along with the  contradict ions  and constraints  that  accompany i t .

We are  therefore  current ly  in  a  per iod of  s ignif icant  g lobal  shif ts.  The
complex,  mult ipolar  world,  along with c l imate  change,  unprecedented
technological  advancements,  and evolving economic relat ionships,  presents
securi ty  chal lenges  and other  complexit ies  that  require  a  thorough,
mult idisc ipl inary analys is.  The IRSC serves  as  a  platfor m for  students,
pol icymakers,  pract i t ioners,  and scholars  to  examine these  i ssues  from a
mult idisc ipl inary perspect ive  and shape India’s  g lobal  percept ion in  an
increasingly  interconnected world.

The Conclave has  always aimed to br idge the  gap between academic pract ice
and publ ic  pol icy,  and this  year ' s  event  wi l l  be  no except ion.  Our goal  i s  to
encourage evidence-based discuss ions  and exci t ing ideas  or ig inat ing from
different  inst i tut ions  and platfor ms.  We also pr ior i t ize  mentoring emerging
researchers,  connect ing them with prominent  experts  to  strengthen Indian
IR scholarship.

The IRSC, supported this  year  by the Indian Counci l  of  Social  Science
Research (ICSSR),  i s  a  f lagship program of  the  Department  of  Internat ional
Relat ions  at  Jadavpur Univers i ty  and promotes  intel lectual  openness  and
methodological  divers i ty.  We hope the ensuing discuss ions  at  the  Conclave
wil l  cont inue beyond the event ,  inspir ing new research and pol icy  ideas  on
global  i ssues.

The presence of  speakers,  guests,  and part ic ipants  helps  make this  Conclave
a hub of  ideas.  We expect  three  days  of  product ive  discuss ions  and last ing
academic connect ions.
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   ndian Const i tut ion in  i ts  art ic les  14 and 15 promises  Equal i ty  with legal
binding and ensures  opportunit ies  without  discr iminat ions  as  nor mative
principles  and foundational  commitments  of  the  Indian Republ ic .  I t  sets  the
tone for  the  ideals  of  a  democrat ic  nat ion.  The egal i tar ian vis ions  of
Const i tut ion framers  under  the  leadership of  Babasaheb Ambedkar has
l i f ted the state  from the darkness  of  prejudice  and despicable  hierarchies
attached to human birth.  Imaginat ions  of  the  radical  project  of  democrat ic
modernity  was inst i tut ional ized by the const i tuent  assembly.  The long walk
towards modernity  was not  an easy task in  a  deeply  gatekept  Indian society.
As Beneath the spectacle  of  Indian c iv i l izat ion,  l ied for midable  g lor i f icat ion
of  humil iat ions,  social  exclus ion,  injust ice  and archaic  ideas  of  l iberty.
Needless  to  say,  Indian l iberals  pushed the narrat ive  of  cradle  of  c iv i l izat ion
and cultural  except ional ism by aesthet ic iz ing thousands of  years  v iolent
social  past .  Cultural  supremacy was fused with caste ist  immoral i t ies  to
subjugate  and sanit ise  mi l l ions  of  marginal iseds  to generate  manufactured
consent  through coercion.  The el i te  pr iv i legeds  refusal  to  reckon with the
postcolonial  attempts  to  democrat ise  the  idea of  Nation remains  an
unf inished task.  Anti  colonial  Phi losopher  Frantz  Fanon apt ly  observed ,
Decolonisat ion is  the  putt ing into pract ice  ‘ ’The last  shal l  be  f i rst  and the
f irst  last ’ ’ .  The naked truth is,  the  des ire  of  caste ist  colonial  sett lers  remains
obnoxiously  f ixated at  s tructural  superior i ty.  The discomfort  to  confront
with the  ant i -democrat ic  real i t ies  test i f ies  the  quiet  love for
intergenerat ional  pr iv i leges.  Championing primordial  i ronies  l ike  Vikshit
Bharat  and MAGA movement  endorses  and act ivates  the  denials  of  course
correct ing the colonial  v iolence and approves  Whites  and Upper  Castes  as
racial ly  superior  and rest  as  subhumans.  The social  and moral  ruptures  that
has  undergone into framing of  Shining India and Vishwaguru can be India’s
very own template  of  Images  of  Incivi l i t ies.  Therefore,  Finding India a  place
in global  world order  may bounce back on i ts  own face  whi le  democracy has
not  taken the social  roots,  the  idea of  l iberty  and equal i ty  i s  countered by
the hegemonic  brutal i t ies.  As the  Faculty  Convener  of  The Internat ional
Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave (IRSC),2026 Edit ion,  I  hope,  we may go
beyond enthusiast ic  endorsements  of  corporat ised IR and foster
emancipatory approaches  to understand State  in  g lobal  pol i t ics.

Dr. Subhajit Naskar
Convenor, IRSC ‘26
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It  i s  our  dist inct  honour and privi lege  to introduce you to the  inaugural  monthly  edit ion of  Praxis,  the  newsletter  for  this  edit ion of  the  Internat ional
Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave 2026,   hosted by the Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions,  Jadavpur Univers i ty.  For more than a  decade now,  IRSC has  served
as  a  beacon of  excel lence,  inclus iv i ty  and divers i ty.  I t  has  also been resolutely  focused on foster ing dialogue,  academic del iberat ions  and serving as  an
academic forum for  propel l ing newer and brighter  scholarly  perspect ives.  Over  the  course  of  the  past  two months,  our  dedicated Editorial  Committee  members
have played a  s ignif icant  role  in  upholding these  values  in  our  day to day operat ions,  and have ensured that  through our weekly newsletters,  voices  across  al l
academic disc ipl ines  have been heard,  appreciated and depicted unbiasedly.  Their  hard work and commitment  towards academic enquiry have not  only  emerged
as an endeavour of  journal is t ic  integr i ty,  but  have also fueled the spir i t  of  intel lectual  exchange and mult idisc ipl inary del iberat ions  among our readers.  

In these  chal lenging t imes,  where  society  at  large  is  undergoing a  paradigmatic  shif t  with regards  to the  encompassments  of  i ts  col lect ive  consciousness,  the
youth of  today is  not  only  witness ing a  metamorphosis  surrounding i ts  pol i t ical  ident i ty,  but  i t  also embracing greater  pedagogical  and intel lectual  versat i l i ty ;
enabl ing them to not  just  recognise,  but  also quest ion those  systemic  inequal i t ies  which plague the very fabric  of  our  existence.  Therefore,  intel lectual
journal ism has  emerged as  the  need of  the  hour,  wherein we,  the  youth,  can independently  share  a  safe  space to faci l i tate  the  interchange of  opinions and
ideas,  and inculcate  the  best  pract ices  necessary to disseminate  knowledge,  infor mation and awareness.  This  ini t iat ive  i s  a  manifestat ion of  this  v is ion,  which
has been deeply  inspired by the l ikes  of  our  faculty  members,  our  Teacher  coordinators,  and our Student  Coordinators.  We thank them for  their  cont inuous
support ,  renewed enthusiasm,  and unwavering efforts  in  making this  dream of  ours,  a  real i ty.  

In this  edit ion of  IRSC, We,  the  Editor ial  Board,  are  guided by our shared commitment  to equitable  representat ion,  not  just  within our own inst i tut ional
workspace but  rather  the  academic fraternity  at  large.  We hope that  this  serves  as  an al ternat ive  space for  the  youth and experienced academics  al ike  to express
and real ise  their  intel lectual  capabi l i t ies,  in  an era which is  marked by i ts  evolving percept ion of  ideas  and impress ions.  We look forward to capturing and
represent ing those  voices  which often remain unheard,  unseen,  or  are  lef t  unattended.  From internat ional  pol i t ics  to  strategic  s tudies,  from nat ionwide
pol i t ical  movements  to  local  and indigenous narrat ives,  we attempt to establ ish a  precedent  for  the  youth,  where  equity,  accountabi l i ty  and fairness  of  thought
can be preserved as  intr ins ic  values,  which not  only  steer  our  own behaviour,  but  rather  serves  as  the  foundation of  al l  democrat ic  inst i tut ions  and ideas  al ike.
This  newsletter  not  only  attempts  to  uncover  the  pol i t ical  real i t ies  at  the  internat ional  level ,  but  also rat ional ly  portray regional  and domest ic  developments,
chal lenging exist ing stereotypes  and  dominant  narrat ives  that  shape our day-to-day socio-pol i t ical  ecosystem. As we undertake this  journey to furnish our
readers  with an enthral l ing experience from an impart ial  journal is t ic  lens.  Through our endeavour,  we hope to inst i l l  a  sense  of  awareness  and social
responsibi l i ty  among every one of  our  readers,  thus  paving the way for  a  better  tomorrow.

Yours  in  curios i ty  and inquiry,

Kangkana,  Swapnaneel  and Jayasmita,
The Editorial  Board,  IRSC 2026.
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From The Editorial Board

Kangkana Roy Swapnaneel Datta Jayasmita Sarkar

Dear Readers,
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CUBA IN CRISIS:  U.S.  OIL BLOCKADE,
BLACKOUTS, AND THE POLITICS OF
PRESSURE

Madhuwrita  Nandi ;  UG III :   Cuba has  been experiencing repeated total
nat ionwide blackouts  as  of  March 2026,  and due to the  ongoing Iran war,
the world’s  attent ion towards Cuba has  been s idel ined.  On January 29,  2026,
Pres ident  Donald Trump s igned an execut ive  order  declar ing a  nat ional
emergency and accusing the Cuban government  of  “extraordinary act ions
that  har m and threaten the United States.”
Specif ical ly,  the  execut ive  order  asserted that  Cuba’s  government  al igns
i tsel f  with and supports  “numerous host i le  countr ies,  transnat ional  terrorist
groups,  and mal ign actors  adverse  to  the  United States”,  including Russia,
China,  and Iran.  The order  also accused the Cuban government  of
persecut ing pol i t ical  opponents,  suppress ing free  speech and the press,  and
committ ing other  human r ights  v iolat ions-  act ions  that  have been
documented by human r ights  organizat ions  over  the  years.  The order
effect ively  launched an oi l  blockade on Cuba by imposing new tar i ffs  on
countr ies  that  direct ly  or  indirect ly  supply oi l  to  Cuba,  which led Mexico to
suspend shipments  to  Cuba.  The U.S.  has  cont inued to try  to cut  off  Cuba
from oi l  by se iz ing oi l  shipments  bound for  Cuba and intercept ing vessels  in
the Caribbean Sea searching for  fuel  for  Cuba.  After  the  U.S.  deposed
Venezuela’s  Pres ident  Maduro in  January 2026 and c la imed control  over
Venezuela’s  oi l ,  Trump declared that  no Venezuelan oi l  would go to Cuba.  
As the  U.S.  oi l  blockade starved Cuba of  fuel ,  10 mil l ion people  in  the
country have been thrown into a  deepening humanitar ian cr is is.  Fuel
shortages  have meant  frequent  blackouts,  forcing hospitals  to  suspend
operat ions  and schools  and businesses  to  c lose.  Shortages  of  cooking gas,
gasol ine,  and diesel  have also strained the country’s  transport ,  food
suppl ies,  and water  pumps.  The energy cr is is  has  led to soaring inf lat ion,
including surging food prices,  and a  rapidly  devaluing Cuban peso.  Russia,
which has  been al l ied to Cuba for  decades,  has  sharply  cr i t ic ized the Trump
administrat ion’s  blockade and pledged to provide the  country with
“necessary support ,  including f inancial  a id”.  However,  as  of  March 20,
2026,  the  U.S.  Treasury Department  has  said that  Cuba wi l l  not  be  al lowed
to take del ivery of  Russian crude,  even as  the  fuel -starved is land appears
poised to receive  two tankers  carrying oi l  and gas.  In February 2026,  United
Nations human r ights  experts  condemned the U.S. ’s  effect ive  fuel  blockade
on Cuba,  cal l ing i t  a  “ser ious  violat ion of  internat ional  law” and “an
extreme for m of  uni lateral  economic coercion.” However,  the  Cuban
government  and i ts  c i t izens  have vowed to show ‘unyielding res is tance’ to
U.S.  oi l  blockade.  In addit ion to adopting domest ic  energy rat ioning
measures,  Cuba’s  government  has  sought  to dramatical ly  increase  i ts  solar
power generat ion amid the ongoing fuel  shortage.  The Cuban government
has  also denied the U.S.  embassy in  Havana’s  request  to  import  fuel  to  keep
generators  running for  the  bui lding.  The Cuban Ministry  of  Foreign
Relat ions  told U.S.  diplomats  that  i t  was  “bold” and “shameless” of  the  U.S.
to try  to ship two containers  of  fuel  whi le  the  rest  of  the  country s i ts  in
darkness.

After  Venezuela  and Iran,  the  U.S. ’s  new imperial is t  target  i s  Cuba.  The U.S.
has  put  the  Cuban government,  led by Pres ident  Miguel  Diaz-Canel ,  under
immense pressure  to comply with Trump’s  wishes  for  regime change,  better
business  opportunit ies  with the  U.S. ,  and more.  Trump has  also f loated the
idea of  a  “fr iendly takeover” of  Cuba,  saying that  he  wi l l  be  having the
“honour” of  taking Cuba.  However,  Deputy Foreign Minister  Carlos
Fernandez de Cossio denied that  the  nature  or  s tructure  of  the  Cuban
government  was up for  negot iat ion.  He added that  a  change of  the  rul ing
system was “absolutely” off  the  table  in  discuss ions.  This  shows that  despite
the pressures  which have been created due to the  blockade,  Cuba is  not
bowing down to U.S.  dominance.
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INDIAN VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM TO
NORDIC SUSTAINABILITY: LOOKING
INTO THE INDIA-NORDIC SUMMIT 2026

Adri ja  Bhattacharjee ;  UG III :  At a t ime when global  diplomacy increasingly
ref lects  a  cycle  of  recurr ing conf l icts  and cr is is  management,  the  3rd India–
Nordic  Summit  in  Oslo,  held on 19 May 2026,  presented something rarer:  a
vis ion of  partnership bui l t  not  on fear  or  coercion,  but  on poss ibi l i ty  and
hope.  Bringing together  India and the f ive  Nordic  nat ions  of  Denmark,
Finland,  Iceland,  Norway and Sweden,  the  Summit  marks a  transi t ion in
global  diplomacy.  What  began in  Stockholm in 2018 as  a  dialogue platfor m,
has  now evolved into a  Green Technology and Innovat ion Strategic
Partnership,  ref lect ing a  balance between Nordic  egal i tar ian modernity  and
India’s  plural  development  model .  Marked by the f i rst  v is i t  of  an Indian
Prime Minister  to  Norway in  43 years  s ince  the  era of  ex-PM Indira Gandhi ,
this  summit  took place  in  the  background of  the  r is ing need for  cooperat ion
between both s ides,  with the  Nordic  s tates  br inging world- leading expert ise
in  green transi t ion,  blue economy,  marit ime sustainabi l i ty  and digi tal
governance as  India presents,  phar maceut ical  markets,  manufacturing
capacity,  consumer goods l ike  text i les,  and strategic  central i ty  in  the
IndoPacif ic .  

Several  key areas  of  outcomes have emerged with leaders  agreeing to
leverage the  recent ly  operat ional ized India-EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement  (TEPA),  alongside progress  on the India-EU FTA,
unlocking pathways for  mobi l i s ing nearly  100 Bi l l ion Dol lar  in  effect ive
Foreign Direct  Investment  (FDI)  into India for  over  a  15 year  per iod and
potent ial ly  create  a  mil l ion jobs,  contr ibut ing to the  ‘Make In India’
investment  f lows.  Discuss ions  also expanded into AI governance,  5G and 6G
cooperat ion as  wel l  as  space col laborat ion including Swedish part ic ipat ion
in India’s  upcoming Venus miss ion.
This  summit  re inforced and rather  ramped up India’s  role  as  a  co-architect
of  future  g lobal  nor ms,  engaging the Nordic  Bloc to scale  their  ideas  beyond
the aff luent  Northern societ ies,  into the  real i t ies  of  the  Global  South.  I t
also gave a  g l impse into the strengthening of  Indian foothold in  the  Arct ic ,
which is  r ich in  natural  gas,  hydrocarbons and minerals,  where  even though
India doesn ' t  hold s ignif icant  geographical  relevance,  has  cont inued to
maintain a  substant ial ly  sc ient i f ic  role,  owing to the  Svalbard Treaty.  Even
though India was granted observer  s tatus  in  the  Arct ic  Counci l ,  fol lowing
this  Summit ,  India  now hopes  to establ ish an IndiaNordic  Arct ic
mechanism,  s ince  al l  Nordic  nat ions  are  members  of  the  Arct ic  Counci l ,
which would be s ignif icant  in  counter ing China’s  inf luence in  the  Arct ic
Region,  for  which India is  also focusing on i ts  Eastern Marit ime Corridor,
which would integrate  Arct ic  Shipping Routes.
While  s ignif icant  chal lenges  l ike  di ffer ing strategic  out looks on Russia  and
Nordic  concerns  around governance standards  remain,  the  2026 IndiaNordic
Summit  s ignals  something larger  for  the  ent ire  internat ional  community:
that  the  next  phase  of  g lobal  order  doesn ' t  necess i tate  powerr ivalry  when i t
can be based on coal i t ions  of  innovat ion and shared responsibi l i ty.
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THE CORRIDORS OF POWER: BRI  &
EMEC  IN A STRATEGIC DUEL

Aditya Chourasiya;  UG III :   Centuries  ago,  the  Si lk  Road emerged as  a
bridge between various  c iv i l i sat ions.  Today,  i ts  successor,  the  Belt  and Road
Init iat ive  (BRI) ,  has  become a f lashpoint  for  g lobal  fr ict ions.  As India and
its  Western al l ies  prepare  to launch the India-Middle  EastEurope Economic
Corridor  (IMEC),  we are  witness ing a  paradigm shif t :  t rade routes  are
becoming the new front l ines  of  g lobal  power inf luence.  
In 2013,  China launched i ts  most  ambit ious  project ,  the  Belt  and Road
Init iat ive  (BRI) .  Xi  J inping referred to i t  as  the  “project  of  the  century” and
announced the construct ion of  ports,  ra i lways,  and highways al l  across  Asia,
Afr ica and Europe.  The economic corr idors  of  the  Si lk  Road belt  connect
Bei j ing to Europe and the whole  of  Asia,  whi le  the  Marit ime Si lk  Road
st i tches  the  Chinese  waters  to  the  other  end of  the  bel t  through the Indian
Ocean.  As a  part  of  the  Marit ime Si lk  Route,  China has  establ ished key
strategic  ports  in  Pakistan,  Sr i  Lanka and Djibouti .  
While  China portrays  BRI as  a  developmental  in i t iat ive  to strengthen the
trade routes,  i t  i s  often cr i t ic ised for  creat ing long-ter m dependencies  and
debt-trapping weaker  economies.
In contrast ,  IMEC, was announced during the G20 Summit  in  2023,  as  a
col laborat ive  al ternat ive  to BRI.  I t  seeks  to connect  India  to Europe via  the
Middle  East  through the establ ishment  of  ports,  ra i lways,  and energy
pipel ines.  IMEC is  backed by India,  the  United States,  and members  of  the
European Union to not  just  enhance trade connect iv i ty  but  also offer  an
alternat ive  to the  Chinese  Belt .  The corr idor  is  expected to l ink the Indian
ports  to  the  UAE and connect  onward to Europe through Saudi  Arabia via
the establ ishment  of  rai l  networks.  Unl ike  the  BRI 's  top-down,  state- led
model ,  IMEC is  more transparent  and funct ions  on the sovereign interests
of  the  nat ions,  making i t  more diplomatical ly  res i l ient  but  also operat ional ly
s lower.
These  two ambit ious  projects  overlap in  their  promise  of  faci l i tat ing trade
and providing regional  integrat ion.  However,  BRI is  largely  dr iven by
China’s  g lobal  ambit ions,  whi le  IMEC is  a  mult i lateral  effort  involving
various actors.  BRI is  already operat ional  across  several  regions and is  a
decade ahead,  whereas  IMEC is  s t i l l  in  i ts  early  MoU planning stages.
Moreover,  the  IsraelHamas war and instabi l i ty  in  the  Pers ian Gulf  have
halted the land-bridge port ion of  IMEC. The comparison between BRI and
IMEC highl ights  a  prominent  transfor mation in  g lobal  pol i t ics :
pol i t ic isat ion of  trade routes  and networks.  China’s  tr i l l ion-dol lar
investments  in  BRI are  already securing i t  an inf luent ial  presence in  cr i t ical
marit ime zones,  whi le  IMEC represents  an attempt by other  powers  to
balance that  inf luence.
The tuss le  between BRI and IMEC is  not  just  about  economic inf luence,  but
i t  showcases  the  competing geostrategic  v is ions  of  China and India and
ref lects  a  broader  struggle  for  inf luence and dominance in  Asia  and beyond.
China is  hoping to shape the regional  order  through i ts  central ised longter m
planning whi le  India’s  approach is  more col laborat ive  yet  uncertain.  The
sphere  of  connect iv i ty  i s  becoming a  pol i t ical  and strategic  concept .  They
are,  therefore,  becoming cr i t ical  instruments  of  geopol i t ical  competi t ion.
As the world moves  towards a  mult ipolar  system,  power wi l l  no longer  be
solely  def ined by terr i tory or  economic might  but  by connect iv i ty  and
control  over  the  global  supply chains.  The contest  between BRI and IMEC is
not  merely  about  trade routes  but  about  shaping the future  architecture  of
internat ional  relat ions.  The batt le  of  inf luence through networks wi l l  emerge
as  a  cr i t ical  deter minant  of  g lobal  power.  Wil l  China r ise  to  the  apex with
its  domineer ing Belt  and Road? Wil l  IMEC emerge as  a  v iable  al ternat ive  or
become a geopol i t ical  mirage in  the  deserts  of  the  Middle  East?
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रास्वपाले  पूर्वी  नेपालमा  जस्तै  जनजन्ती  बाहुल्य  भएका  सिटहरू  पनि  सफलता  पाएको  छ  जहाँ
किराती  जाति  उल्लेखनीय  मतदान  समूह  बनाउँछन्  ।यस  चुनावमा  रास्वपाले  जात ,  क्षेत्र  र  पु स्तालाई
पार  गर्ने  व्यापक  राजनी तिक  गठबन्धन  सिर्जना  गर्न  सक्षम  भएको  छ  जसको  कारण  यो  सत्तामा  पुगन
सफल  भएको  छ  ।
नेपाल  दुई  एसियाली  शक्ति  भारत  र  चीनको  बीचमा  अवस्थित  भएका  हुनाले  काठमाडौँमा  हुने  कु नै  पनि
परिवर्तनमा  दुवैको  चासो  छ ।  रास्वपाले  आफ्नो  घोषणापत्रमा  भारत  र  चीन  जस्ता  दुई  महाशक्तिहरू
बीचको  बफर  राज्यबाट  नेपाललाई  उनीहरू  बीचको  समृद्ध  पुलमा  रूपान्तरण  गर्ने  वाचा  गरेको  छ ।
यसले  दुवैप्र ति  सन्तु लित  र  कू टनी तिक  दृष्टिकोण  राखने  लक्ष्य  राखेको  छ ।  यसले  राजनी तिक
पङ् क्तिबद्धताबाट  आर्थिक  सहयोगमा  ध्यान  के न्द्रित  गरेको  छ ।  यसले  भारतसँगको  कने क्टिभिटी  र
यसको  विद्युत  व्यापार  बढाउने  कु रामा  जोड  दिँदै  चीनबाट  पूर्वाधार  परियोजनाहरू  सिक्ने  र  वित्तपोषण
गर्ने  लक्ष्य  राखेको  छ ।  घोषणापत्रमा  भारतसँगको  सीमा  विवादलाई  वार्ताद्वारा  समाधान  गर्ने  पनि  वाचा
गरिएको  छ ।  सरकारले  भारतीय  र  नेपाली  मुद्राहरू  बीचको  लामो  समयदे खि  चलिरहेको  स्थिर
विनिमयलाई  पुन :  वार्ता  गर्ने  वाचा  गरिएको  छ ।  यसले  भारत  र  चीनलाई  सन्तुलनमा  राख्ने  र  एकतर्फ
झुकावबाट  बच्ने  योजना  बनाएको  छ ।  यसले  अघिल्लो  ओली  सरकारको  चीन  झुकावलाई  सच्याउने
लक्ष्य  राखेको  छ ।  रास्वपाले  नेपालको  जलविद्युत  क्षमता  बढाउने  लक्ष्य  राख्दै  धेरैजसो  बीआरआई
(BRI)  परियोजनाहरूमा  के स -बाइ -के स  अद्यन  पनि  गर्ने  योजना  बनाएको  छ ।  धेरै  विज्ञहरूले  विदे श
नी तिमा  रास्वपा  नेतृ त्वको  अनुभवको  कमीलाई  औंल्याउँछन् ।
नयाँ  सरकारले  अशांत  र  अस्थिर  दुनियाँको  सामना  गर्नेछ ।  पश्चिम  एसियामा  संकट  र  यस  क्षेत्रबाट  धेरै
नेपालीहरूको  उद्धार  यसको  सबैभन्दा  तत्कालको  कठिन  कार्य  हुनेछ ।  सरकारको  अर्को  तत्काल  चुनौती
भनेको  ७४७  मि लियन  डलरको  पहलबाट  “अमे रिकी  मिले नियम  चुनौती  सहयोग  कोष” व्यवस्थापन
गर्नु  र  साथै  अमे रिकाबाट  थप  सहयोग  प्राप्त  गर्ने  प्रयास  पनि  गर्नु  हो ।  नयाँ  दिल्ली  र  बेइ जिङबीच
बढ् दो  शंकाले  नेपाललाई  आफ्नो  प्रभाव  परीक्षण  गर्नलाई  उर्व र  भू मि  बनाएको  छ ।  
भारतको  लागि ,  काठमाडौँमा  स्थिर  पाँच  वर्षे  सरकार  ,  भारत -नेपाल  सम्बन्धमा  नयाँ  पुनर्स्थापनाको
अवसर  हो  ;  अघिल्लो  ओली  सरकारको  चीन  झुकाव  सच्याउने  अवसर  हो ।  नयाँ  दिल्लीले  नयाँ
सरकारको  अनुरोदमा  कोसी  र  महाकाली  पानी  सन्धिहरू  जस्ता  के ही  पानी  सन्धिहरू  पुन :  वार्ता  गर्न
तत्पर  छ ।  यद्यपि ,  नेपालमा  शक्तिको  शान्तिपूर्ण  हस्तान्तरण  र  लोकता न्त्रिक  अभ्यासलाई  नयाँ  दिल्लीले
धे रै  स्वागत  गरेको  छ  किनकि  यो  आफ्नो  छिमेकीमा  अराजकताबाट  जोगिएको  छ  साथै  नेपालमा
चीनसंग  झुकाव  भएका  दल  चुनावमा  असफल  भएका  छन्  ॥  

ভাষা  ও  সংখ�াগিরষ্ঠতাবাদ

তনিকা  দেব ;  দ্বিতীয়  বর্ষ :  ভাষা  ভাবপ্রকাশের  মাধ‍্যম ।  ভাষা  যেমন  ভালোবাসার  বহিঃপ্রকাশ
প্রকাশ ,ঔপনিবেশিকতার  হা তিয়ারও  বটে ।  পৃ থিবীতে  সামা জিক  বােধের  সূচনালগ্ন  থেকে  
আজ  অবধি  নব�  সামা িজকেবােধর  ভাষা  হেয়  উেঠেছ  গুরুত্বপূণ�  িনধ�ারক  ।  ভাষা  কখনও
কলমেক  িনেজর  মেতা  কের  গণপ্রচার  চা িলেয়েছ ,  কখনও  আবার  রুেখ  িদেয়েছ  প্রিতবােদর
�শষ  সম্বল ।  সংবাদপত্রগুিলেত  �থেক  আজেকর  �য  বাংলা  ভাষা  আমরা  �দখেত  পাই ,  তা  িকন্তু
একরূপী  নয় ।  পি�মমবাংলার  িবিভন্ন  �জলায়  বাংলা  ভাষার  িনজস্ব  বাচনভ�ী  রেয়েছ ।
�কাচিবহার  িকংবা  পুরুিলয়া  অথবা  সুন্দরবেনর  �য  বাংলা  বাচনভ�ী ,  তা  কলকাতার  কথ�
বাংলার  �চেয়  আলাদা ।  তেব ,  মান�  বাংলা  বলেত  আমরা  আজও  কলকাতার  বাংলাকই  বু িঝ ।
সরকারীভােবও  বাংলার  এই  রূপটিই  িবেশষ  গুরুত্ব  পায় ,  তেব  এেক্ষেত্রও  রেয়েছ
সংখ�াগিরষ্ঠতাবাদ ।  �যেহত�  ি�টিশ  আমল  এবং  তৎপরবত�  সমেয়  কলকাতাই  শাসনস্থল
িহেসেব  পিরগিণত  হেয়েছ ,  তাই  শাসেকর  ভাষাই  হেয়  �গেছ  সরকাির  ভাষা ।  বািণিজ�ক  টােন
িকংবা  রুটি  রুিজর  সংস্থােন  কলকাতায়  আগমন  ঘেটেছ  �যসব  বাঙা িলর ,  তােদরও
বাচনভ�ীহেয়  উেঠেছ  কলকাতার  কথ�  বাংলা ।  প্রচিলত  িনউজ  িমিডয়ার  বাংলা  ভাষােতও
কলকাতার  মান�  বাংলার  আিধপত�  ।  তাই  �ছােটা  �থেক  মফস্বেলর  বাংলায়  কথা  বলা
সাংবা িদকও  বাধ�  হয়  কলকাতার  মান�  ভাষায়  খবর  উপস্থাপন  করেত ।  ঝাড়খ�ী  উপভাষা ,
�মিদনীপুরী  বা  কঁা িথর  উপভাষা ,  রাজবংশী  বা  কামরূপী  উপভাষা ,  বের�ী  উপভাষা  এগুিল
ছাড়াও  নানা  উপভাষার  উপর  কলকাতার  কথ�  বাংলার  আিধপত�  আসেল  শাসেকর  িস্থর  করা
শাসনব�বস্থা  এবং  সংখ�াগিরষ্ঠতাবাদ ।  বাংলা  ভাষার  ওপর  ঔপিনেবিশকতার  আঘাত  �নেম
এেসেছ ।  আবার  �ভৗেগা িলকতার  দরুণ  �যসব  বাঙা িল  সঁাওতািল  িকংবা  �নপািল  ভাষায়  কথা
বেল ,  তার  ওপেরও  কখনও  কখনও  �নেম  এেসেছ  সংখ�াগিরষ্ঠতাবােদর  থাবা ।ভাষা  নামক
রাজৈনিতক  এবং  সাংবা িদকতার  মেতা  িবষেয়র  ওপর  �যমন  জুেড়েছ  ধেম�র  িবদ�ুৎপ্রবাহ ।
ধরুন ,  আপনার  কথা  বলার  ভাষােতই  আপিন  মিন্দর ,মসিজদ ,  িগজ�া ,  মঠ  বা  �যেকােনা
উপাসনাগৃ েহ  প্রাথ� না  করুন ,  �কােনারকম  মাধ�েমর  উপিস্থিত  ছাড়াই !  করা  সম্ভব ।  িকন্তু ,
আমােদর  সামেন  রেয়েছ  ভাষা  নামক  িবরাট  ব�বধােনর  প্রাচীর ।  আগ্রাসেনর  ইিতহােসর
নবগঠিত  কাঠােমায়  ধম�য়  সংখ�াগিরেষ্ঠর  কথা  উেঠ  আেস ,  প্রাসি�ক  হয়  িহ িন্দবলেয়র
হস্তেক্ষেপর  কথাও ।  তেব  ধেম�র  ভাষা  কী  হেব ,  �সই  িনেয়  কলহ  �নহাৎ  নত� ন  নয় ।  �গঁাড়া
�মৗলবাদী  ধািম�করা  �তা  বরাবরই  �চেয়েছ  ধেম�রভাষা  �হাক  কঠিন ,  দুেব�াধ�  সাধারণ  মানু েষর
ধরা  �ছঁায়ার  বাইেরর ,  তা  �স  �য  ভাষাই  �হাক ।  বাইেবেলর  ভাষা  িনেয়  বহু  কলেহর  সাক্ষী
আেছ  �গাটা  িবশ্ব ।  �শাষণ  এবং  আগ্রাসন  এই  পৃ িথবীেত  একমুখী  হয়িন  ।  ভাষার  �ক্ষেত্র  �তা
নয়ই ।  সং�� ত  ভাষা  �থেক  ক্রমপয�া েয়  বাংলার  আগমেন  বাংলা  ভাষার  আিধপত�  �বেড়েছ  ।
বাংলার  উপর  িহ িন্দ  আিধপত�  তথা  সমগ্র  �দেশ  ইংেরিজ  ভাষার  আিধপত�  �যমন  �নেম
এেসেছ  �তমিন  বাংলা  ও  তার  �ভৗগিলক  �বশাদৃশ�তায়  পিরবত� ন  কেরেছ  আিধপেত�র  পক্ষ ।
িবভাজেনর  �রখায়  জাতীয়তাবােদর  ভাষা  ধু েয়  মু েছ  �গেলও
আধিপেত�র  ভাষা  কী  হেব ,  তা  আজও  ঠিক  কের  �দয়  সংখ�াগিরষ্ঠতাবাদী  শাসক ।
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नेपाल  चुनाव  २०२६ :  भारत - नेपाल  सम्बन्धमा  यसको
प्रभाव

Vedant  Rai ;  UG III :   २०२६  मा  भएको  नेपाली  चुनावले  यस  हिमाली  दे शको  राजनी तिक
परिदृश्यमा  ठू लो  परिवर्तन  ल्योको  छ ।  यस  चुनाव  से प्टे म्बर  २०२५  मा  के .पी .  शर्मा  ओली  नेतृ त्व
सरकारलाई  अपदस्थ  गर्ने  जेन  जी  (Gen Z )  क्रान्तिको  पृष्ठभू मिमा  भएको  थियो ।  सरकार  र
राजनी तिक  अभिजात  वर्गले  भ्रष्टाचार  र  नातावादको  अगि  बढाउने  अनि  दे शमा  आर्थिक  विकास
नगरेको  दोष  लगाउदै  प्रदर्शनकारीहरू  सडकमा  उत्रिए ,  यद्यपि ,  विरोधको  तत्काल  कारण  ओली
सरकारले  सामा जिक  सञ्जाल  मा थि  प्रतिबन्धको  विरोदमा  थियो ।  यस  क्रान्तिले  सुशीला  कार्कीको
अन्तरिम  सरकारको  सुरुवात  गर्‍ यो  जसको  नेतृ त्वमा  यस  चुनाव  सफल  भएको  छ  ।  
२०१५  मा  पा �रत  सं �वधान  अन्तग�त ,  प�हलो  पटक  एक्लैले  संसदको  तल्लो  सदनमा  कुनै  राज�न�तक
दलले  लगभग  दुई  �तहाइ  बहुमत  प्राप्त  गरेको  छ  ।  बाले न्द्र  शाहको  नेतृ त्वमा  रहेको  रा ��य  स्वतन्त्र
पाट�ले  (रास्वपा )  गठबन्धनको  राजनी �तक  प्रवृ �त्तलाई  तोड़को  छ  ।  यस  चुनावमा  पु रानो  राजनी �तक
श�क्तहरू  अ�न  नयाँ  राजनी �तक  दलहरूको  �भड़ंत  दे �खयो ।  नेपालको  राजनी �तक  प्र�क्रया  अन्तग�त ,
संसदका  १६५  सदस्यहरू  प्रत्यक्ष  रूपमा  एकल  �नवा�चन  क्षेत्रमा  �नवा� �चत  हुन्छन्  भने  ११०
समानुपा �तक  प्र�त�न�धत्व  माफ� त  �नवा� �चत  हुन्छन्  जस  अन्तग�त  RSP ले  १८२  �सट  �जत्यो ,  जब�क
परम्परागत  पु राना  दलहरू  नेपाली  कां�ेस ,  नेपाल  कम्यु �नष्ट  पाट�  (संयुक्त  माक्स�वाद� -ले �ननवाद� )
नेकपा  (एमाले )  र  नेपाली  कम्यु �नष्ट  पाट�ले  क्रमशः  ३८ ,  २५  र  १७  �सट  प्राप्त  गरे ।
नेपाल  धेरै  संस्कृ �त  भएको  �व �वधतायुक्त  र  युवा  देश  हो  जहाँ  औसत  उमेर  तीस  भन्दा  क�म्त  छ ।
रास्वपाले  लगभग  हरेक  क्षेत्रमा  रा�ो  प्रदश�न  गन�  सफल  भएको  छ ।  यसले  शहरी  नेपालका  धेरैजसो
�सटहरू  �जतन  साथै  कडा  प्र�तस्पधा�  भएका  �ामीण  �नवा�चन  क्षेत्रहरूमा  रा�ो  प्रदश�न  गन�  सफल
भएको  छ ।  यस  चुनावमा  सत्तारुढ  दलहरू  मा �थ  सत्ता�वरोधी  भावना  भएको  साथै  नातावाद  र
भ्रष्टाचारसँगको  दोषका  कारण  यस  दलहरू  हारेका  छन्  ।  रास्वपाले  सामा �जक  स�ाललाई  आफ्नो
फाइदाको  ला�ग  प्रयोग  गन�  र  नेपालमा  आफ्ना  युवा  दश�कहरूसँग  जो�डन  सक्षम  भएको  �थयो  जहाँ
औसत  उमेर  तीस  वष�भन्दा  कम  छ ।  सबै  दलहरूले  चुनावमा  उम्मेदवारहरूको  मनोनयन  गदा�  जातीय
ग�णतलाई  ध्यानमा  राखेका  दे �खन्छ ।  रास्वपाले  मधेशीहरूको  बाहुल्य  रहेको  मधेश  प्रान्तमा  धेरैजसो
�सटहरू  �जतेको  �थयो  भने  बाले न्द्र  शाह  आफ�  मधेशी  समुदायबाट  आएका  हुन् ।



THE RISE OF RIGHT-WING
FUNDAMENTALISM IN THE GLOBAL
SOUTH: A STUDY OF DEMOCRATIC
COUNTRIES AFTER THE DECLINE OF
SOCIALIST REGIMES 

Apurba Basu & Manal i  Moul ik;  UG III :  “A Civi l izat ion can be  judged by the
way a  society  treats  i ts  minori ty”-  Mahatma Gandhi
In this  era  of  art i f ic ial  intel l igence,  one of  the  biggest  chal lenges  for  the
history-conscious social  sc ient is ts  i s  to  construct  the  truth against
monol i thic  rel ig ious  fundamental ism.  First ly  i t  used to make us  astonished,
what  i s  the  component  of  such rel ig ious  fundamental ism even in  this  era  of
ultramodern technology?  Is  there  anykind of  monol i thic  equat ion between
communal ism and secular ism? What is  the  idea of  Indian al ternat ive
secular ism? How is  the  fundamental is t  idea combined with nat ional is t
sent iment?  Al l  of  these  quest ions  has  their  innate  trajectory into the
hierarchical  rel ig ious  concept  and our socio-economic mosaic .  Also one
thing should be understood from here,  that  r ight  wing pol i t ics  i s  gett ing the
privi lege  from this  perspect ive  and the share  of  bigger  economic cake is
going to their  select ive  capital is t  counterparts.  So on the other  hand this  i s
also helping in  the  r ise  of  crony capital ism.  In this  art ic le  we wi l l  solemnly
fol low three  segment  to just i fy  al l  of  the  answers.  First  of  al l ,  we seek to
examine the connect ion of  rel ig ious  fundamental ism with the  sense  of  our
nat ional ism.  In the  second part ,  the  monol i thic  communal ism and idea of
mainstream secular ism wi l l  be  just i f ied in  a  mult i l ingual  and mult i -rel ig ious
country l ike  India,  here  we try  to decipher  the  hierarchical  for mulat ion and
prescr ipt ion of  so-cal led,  quote-unquote  “Hindutva”.  
Third segment  used to search the reasons of  fa i lure  of  social is t  regimes in
most  of  the  south Asian countr ies  and the occupying att i tude of  r ight  wings
pol i t ics  by el iminat ing socio-economic context  and insert ion of  rel ig io-
cultural  i ssues.

National ism and fundamental ism:  Indian nat ional ism can’t  be  def ined in  an
Euro-centr ic  sense.  Main organiz ing pr inciple  of  Indian pol i ty  happened on
1947.  The attempt of  pre-1947 Indian nat ional ism,  was to f ight  against  a
colonial  imperial  power to make the motherland free  from the Bri t ish rule.
The famous astronaut  Rusty Schwekhart  who was the  leading space sc ient ist
and astronaut  of  Apol lo 9  space miss ion (1969)  he  asserted,  “When go
around the earth in  an hour and half  you begin to recognize  that  your
ident i ty  i s  with the  whole  thing. . .you look down there  and you look down
there  and you can’t  imagine how many boarders  and boundaries  you cross. . .”
So the drast ic  l imitat ion of  nat ional  concept  i s  somehow pecul iar  and
misleading.  Rel ig ious  fundamental ism is  now a component  of  romantic
nat ional ism to set  binary opposit ion.  Mult imedia,  audio-visual
representat ion is  a  great  way to control  mass  psychology in  this  way and to
make a  mass  community  feel ing unsecured by generat ing delus ions.  So i f  we
look at  our  nat ional  trajectory,  then very soon after  1947,the mass  euphoria
over  the  Bri t i sh departure  needed into col lect ive  memory.  In the  social
trajectory,  the  economic front  began to stagnate,  exacerbat ing the problem
of  unemployment,  poverty,  corruption in  publ ic  l i fe,  tenacious i l l i teracy,
populat ion explosion etc .  Centr i fugal  and disrupt ive  forces  reoccupied the
centre-stage with unprecedented vehemence.  So the concept  of  nat ional ism,
instead of  g iv ing birth to an unif ied nat ional  society,  seems to have
del ivered a  whole  l i t ter  of  communit ies  divided from one to another  in  ter ms
of  rel ig ion,  caste,  c lass,  region and creed.  The state  used to oppress  i ts  own
cit izens.  I t  became increasingly  nervous about  even minor and marginal
struggles  against  any for m of  exploitat ion.  So the pan-Indian pol i ty  no
longer  attracts  the  al legiance of  the  majori ty  of  the  masses  and is
increasingly  being replaced by smal ler  ent i t ies  i s  c lear  from the emergence
and struggle  of  nat ional i t ies  often denigrated through charges  of
regional ism,  l inguist ic  chauvinism and separat ism.  Communal ism and
communal  v iolence is  spreading to newer areas  with increased intensi ty,
becoming more frequent  and engulf ing more and more sect ions  of  people.  So
it  became a communal  nat ional ism in a  double  sense  ;  i t  i s  communal  not
only vis-a-vis  other  rel ig ious  communit ies  but  equal ly  so vis-a  –  v is  the  large
mass  of  lower castes  within the  Hindu fold.  I t  i s  therefore  more
appropriately  ter med as  ‘upper  caste  Brahminic  National ism.’ I t  i s  a
mis leading status  of  our  narrow nat ional ism.

Monol i th ic  concept  of  communal ism and secular ism – a  br ief  search towards
r ight  wings  opportunism:  The ter m ‘secular ’ has  come from the Lat in word
‘saeculum’.  Which means ‘ this  t ime. ’ Or which is  di fferent  from ‘ that
t ime’(when state  was s imi lar  to  divine power,  the  separat ion came from the
t ime of  Thomas Hobbes) .  So this  idea of  secular ism means something which
is  not  connected with rel ig ious  perspect ive  or  divine world.  I t  wi l l  think for
the eccles iast ical  matters  and this  world.  Theoret ical ly  there  exist  three
types  of  s tates  other  than a  secular  s tate :

Theocrat ic  s tate  b)  s tate  with  one establ ished re l ig ion c)  s tate  with  mult ip le
establ ished re l ig ion:  Secular ism also used to work with mult iple
establ ishments,  but  main difference of  i t  exists  in  i ts  secular  goal .  In such
context ,  a  secular  s tate  can’t  have and rel ig ious  end or  should have to prefer
any rel ig ious  community  for  their  ident i ty  in  pass ive  or  act ive  c i t izenship.
French secular ism used not  to  al low anyone in  their  parl iament  with any
rel ig ious  symbol  to  represent  their  ident i ty.  Our Indian secular ism is
somehow different .  Which we can ter m as  ‘al ternat ive  secular ism’.  But
recent  uprais ing of  ‘Hindutva ‘ethnocentr ic  pol i t ics  made a  chal lenge to
protect  such const i tut ional  ideology.
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Ground pol i t ics  of  BJP-RSS-BD can be renamed as  ‘g lor i f icat ion of
community  based past . ’ Such theory obviously  needs  an enemy to represent
their  theory.  But  i t  does  not  only  went  against  the  Musl ims but  also used to
for m a hierarchical  Hindu society  where  dal i ts,  t r ibal  lower caste  wi l l  face
the same marginal ized treatment.  Such hierarchical  society  wi l l  make the
marginal ized more exploited and upper  caste  el i te  wi l l  get  the  supreme
posit ion in  society.  This  kind of  hierarchical  aspect  used to exploit  the
masses.  The conf igurat ion of  rel ig ious  hierarchy used to for m an idea that ,
our  community  is  pro- just ice  and others  are  aggress ive.  They used to attack
us and exploit  us  from the histor ical  per iod.  Pol i t ical  sc ient is t  Aloysius  said,
“When i t  i s  the  topic  of  the  Hindus and concern about  Hindutva,  then how
did the Musl ims come in  the  trajectory?  Why should he hatred is  going on
against  them” Actual ly  such monol i thic  communal ism and r ight-wings
pol i t ics  cannot  stand without  the  narrat ion of  an opposit ion.  Any kind of
state  as  the  previous mentions,  should have three  orders  about  i ts  rel ig ious
for mation or  secular  const i tut ion.  The connect ion/disconnect ion is
explained in  the  table  below-
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So the ent ire  trajectory is  trying to explain that  rel ig ious  prospect  could not
bring in  secular  s tate.  In their  pol i t ical  expansion they want  to show that
they are  very secular  and even in  the  inner  trajectory al l  people  of  a
community  is  same to them. A Mahar Hindu and a Bhumihar Hindu ;  a
Dal i t  Hindu and a Maharashtr ian Brahmin Hindu can not  be  same.  The
caste  and c lass  exploitat ion of  innate  community  is  not  descr ibes  there.  So i t
wi l l  eas i ly  establ ish the  hierarchical  regime to accumulate  the  larger  share  of
wealth in  a  society  .

Social is t  regime and their  fa i lure :  Reasons and ref lect ion:  History told us
that  most  of  the  g lobal  south countr ies  have embraced social ism after  their
independence.  But  why did the  regime fai led?  Somehow from the last  per iod
of  20th century,  fal l  of  USSR happened on 1990,  the  uprais ing of  r ight
wings  funct ionaries  occurred.  Even some of  them are  total ly  captured by
rel ig ious  fundamental is t  government.  Somewhere such fundamental ism is
going through the background of  any so-cal led pol i t ical  party.  Dr.  Samuel .
P.  Hart ington mentioned this  problem in his  book as  ‘Clash of  c iv i l izat ions’ .
The last  phase  of  cold war (1980-88)  was somehow connected with i t .  The
Soviet-Afghan conf l ict  or  the  c iv i l  wars  in  Afr ica showed the relevance of
that  perspect ive  to us.  I t  cannot  be  denied that  a  long t ime after  the  end of
their  colonial  per iod,  those  countr ies  of  g lobal  south have developed their
infrastructure  and technological  improvement  occurred.  GDP of  those
countr ies  increased,  but  GDP and GDP per  capita  i s  not  the  same dialect .  I t
does  not  mean that  those  countr ies  have solved al l  of  their  socio-economic
problems.  Instead of  that ,  relat ive  poverty,  huge unemployment  raised there.
So what  i s  turning the face  of  human oriented social is t  pol i t ics  to  rel ig ion -
based fundamental ism? One reason of  that  could be the  unpopular i ty  of
communist  regime in  g lobal  South.  The case  of  Cambodia and death of
almost  1 ,60,000 people  created a  bad impact  in  the  mindset .  Transi t ion of
Communist  Party  of  China from their  previous ideology to a  capital is t  and
business  -expansionist  att i tude made people  frustrated about  this  ideology.
Also south Asia  used to have the  lack of  labor power now.  Marxist  analys is
about  industr ial  economy has  now turned into speculat ion based
f inancial ized economy.  So the trade unions or  organiz ing platfor m for  the
workers  became eas i ly  disappeared.  I t  i s  not  a  problem about  fal l  of
social is t  regime,  but  for  the  uprais ing of  r ight  wings  fundamental is t  also.
People ’s  mindset  was careful ly  captured by them. Economic frustrat ion and
lonel iness  of  people  just  fueled i t  up.  Otto Strasser,  a  1930 per iod ful l - t ime
Marxist -Leninist  revolut ionary of  Ger many once said,  
“You Marxists  always point  to  the  theories  of  Marx.  Marx thought  that
theory is  conf ir med only in  pract ice.  But  you always come up with
explanat ion of  the  defeat  of  workers ’ internat ional .  Your Marxism has
fai led.  The defeat  in  1914 you explain with the  ‘defect ion of  social
democrats ’ ,  that  of  1918 with their  pol i t ics  of  betrayal  and now you have
new ‘explanat ion’ for  the  fact  that  in  the  present  world cr is is  the  masses
turn to the  r ight  instead of  the  lef t .  But  your explanat ion do not  al ter  the
fact  of  these  defeats !  Where,  in  the  past  e ighty years,  has  there  been any
conf ir mation of  the  social  revolut ion by pract ical  act ion?  Your basic  error  i s
that  you deny on r idicule  the  mind which moves  everything,  instead of
comprehending i t .”



This  metaphysical  assumption about  mind sometimes made the lack of
support  for  the  social is t  regimes.  People ’s  mindset  and their  frustrat ion in
that  t ime was tactful ly  used by the fundamental is t .  Some other  reasons are
also responsible  for  i ts  fal l  but  the  for mer discuss ion can’t  be  denied.

Conclus ion:  Uprais ing of  r ight-wings  pol i t ics  and rel ig ious  fundamental ism
replaced the social is t  regime in  this  neo-colonial  world.  The development  of
technology,  GDP growth and marvelous show of  weapons can not  def ine  the
deep-rooted problems in  society.  Pol i t ical  goals  and att i tudes  are  deeply
connected with our social  sphere,  so proper  observat ion can also deter mine
its  out look.  For the  so-cal led global izat ion,  the  g lobal  south i tsel f  faced so
many discontents  and setbacks.  Now their  pol i t ical  context  i s  shi f t ing from
socio-economic trajectory to rel ig io-cultural  for m. Which is  not  a  good s ign
at  al l  for  the  marginal ized c i t izens  and minorit ies  of  those  countr ies.
Contemporary pol i t ical  sc ient is ts  should be careful  about  this  growing
turbulence of  g lobal  south.
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In the opening days  of  Apri l ,  the  Sub-Col lector  of  Rayagada ordered the
adivasis  to  vacate  their  v i l lage  in  Kutamal.  An order  was issued prohibit ing
the gather ing of  more than 4  persons within 100-metres  radius  of  the
same.The adivasis  s tepped up their  vehement  opposit ion.  They bui l t
barr icades  us ing mahua branches  and did not  al low the off ic ials  and pol ice
to construct  the  approach road.  They shared among themselves  the
responsibi l i ty  of  guarding the Ti jmal i  hi l l s.  

As per  the  nor m of  this  ‘Viksi t  Bharat ’ res is tance against  in just ice  i s  always
dealt  with an iron hand and this  case  was not  an except ion.  At  about  03:00
a.m.  on Apri l  07,  2026,  the  pol ice  force  entered the Kutamal  v i l lage  and
unleashed severe  brutal i t ies  on the adivasis.  The latter  were  dragged out
from their  dwel l ings,  physical ly  assaulted ( including one pregnant  woman).
The unifor med hool igans were  accompanied by some other  ununifor med
goons.  Tear  gas  was released which ser iously  affected the chi ldren alongside
the adults.  

The government  remains  busy boast ing of  the  pious canvas  of  “Viksi t
Bharat”.  However,  in  real i ty,  the  pi l lars  of  this  ‘Vikas’ s tands on the
foundation drenched in  the  blood of  adivasis.  They are  st i l l  cont inuing their
struggle  to  l iberate  mother  nature  from the shackles  of  greed.  

This  indomitable  spir i t  gets  ref lected in  the  fol lowing l ines :  
“They tr ied to bury us,  they didn’t  know we are  the  seeds.” 
–  Jacinta  

GLOBAL
SOUTH & INDIAN POLITICS

IS HINDUTVA PROFICIENT IN SPEAKING
BENGALI? THE CULTURAL PARADOXES
OF BJP’s  ASCENDANCY IN BENGAL

Arpam Ghosh;  UG III :  The future  of  BJP rule  in  Bengal  wi l l  h inge on i ts
abi l i ty  to  make Hindutva a  true part  of  the  local  id iom, not  merely  a
borrowed vocabulary of  Pol i t ics.  I f  i t  succeeds,  i t  could dramatical ly  al ter
the state ’s  pol i t ical  environment.  But  i f  i t  fa i l s,  i t s  pol i t ical  tr iumph may
turn out  to  have been eas ier  than i ts  cultural  one.  The tale  of  the  BJP’s
ascent  in  Bengal  i s  thus  more than a  tale  of  pol i t ics.  I t  i s  a  tale  of  the
ongoing contestat ion of  nat ional  ideology and regional  ident i ty,  rel ig ion and
culture,  and f inal ly,  the  quest ion of  rul ing over  a  land before  knowing i t .
The r ise  of  the  Bharat iya Janata Party  (BJP)  to power in  West  Bengal  i s  one
of  the  biggest  changes  in  the  pol i t ical  landscape of  the  state  in  i ts
contemporary history.  For a  long t ime,  the  state  seemed immune to the
trends of  Hindu nat ional ism that  swept  large  parts  of  north and west  India.
The state  took pride in  having a  unique pol i t ical  tradit ion bui l t  on the ideals
of  the  Bengal  Renaissance,  lef t i s t  pol i t ics,  l inguist ic  nat ional ism,  and
cultural  plural ism in i ts  own r ight .  However,  the  BJP’s  success  means that  al l
previous ideas  regarding the state ' s  pol i t ics  need to be revised.  The
fundamental  i ssue,  however,  goes  wel l  beyond numbers :  i s  Hindutva real ly
prof ic ient  in  speaking Bengal i?  The BJP’s  r ise  in  Bengal  presents  a  cultural
contradict ion.  “Hindutva” though being a  Bengal i  ter m,  the  ideology of  i t ,
had largely  emerged from the Hindi  heart land.  And that  rel ies  on symbols,
images,  ideologies,  s logans and pol i t ics  of  northern and western India.
Bengal ,  in  contrast ,  celebrates  personal i t ies  l ike  Rabindranath Tagore,  Kazi
Nazrul  Is lam, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,  Raja Rammohan Roy,  Swami
Vivekananda,  Subhas Chandra Bose,  etc .  icons who represented an idea of
nat ion and rel ig ion that  was not  exclus ionist  in  nature  but  more inclus ive,
embracing of  humanism and equal  v is ion.To rule  over  Bengal ,  therefore,  i s
not  just  to  secure  i ts  votes.  I t  i s  to  make peace with a  c iv i l izat ional  tradit ion
that  communicates  through l i terature,  language,  music ,  and history.  For the
BJP,  the  task wi l l  be  to reconci le  i ts  pan Indian project  of  Hindu
national ism with a  regional  culture  that  has  histor ical ly  been one of
diss idence and l inguist ic  pr ide.  

THE RISE OF “6.0” POLITICS:  BRANDING
GOVERNANCE IN TAMIL NADU

Ankita  Sarkar;  UG III :  What happens to democracy when the pol i t ical
leaders  are  no longer  s imply elected but  are  cont inuously  ‘upgraded’ in
publ ic  imaginat ion?  In Tamil  Nadu,  where  welfare  pol i t ics  and strong
leadership narrat ives  have long shaped electoral  outcomes,  this  quest ion is
becoming more vis ible.  

In the  electoral  context  of  Tamil  Nadu,  especial ly  within Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK),  the  pol i t ical  discourse  revolves  around the branding of
governance.  Since  returning to power in  2021,  DMK's  Chief  Minister,  M.K.
Stal in,  has  focused on welfare  schemes to achieve the  ‘Dravidian Model ’ and
has launched various  welfare  schemes l ike  ‘Kalaignar  Magal ir  Urimai
Thogai ’ (Kalaignar 's  Women's  Right  Grant)  and Pudhumai  Penn (Higher
Educat ion Assurance Scheme).  DMK's  new manifesto promises  addit ional
welfare  schemes such as  a  one-t ime coupon of  ₹8,000 for  women to purchase
electronic  appl iances.  Along with these  welfare  schemes,  Tamil  Nadu had a
history of  leader-centr ic  and personal i ty-driven pol i t ical  communicat ions.
From the Dravidian movement  to the  current  phase  under  M.K.Stal in,
pol i t ical  ident i t ies  of  Tamils  have often been shaped around prominent
leaders  and their  publ ic  image.  In the  age of  expanding digi tal  platfor ms
and algori thms,  and to attract  the  new generat ion voters,  DMK, along with
other  pol i t ical  part ies,  cannot  solely  rely  on the welfare  scheme,  so the
leaders  have started to project  a  charismatic  publ ic  image.  The party 's  IT
wing,  social  media team and onl ine  supporters ’ network have started to
make a  digi tal  BLOGS narrat ive  of  ‘6 .0 ’ ,  which represents  the  party 's  bid for
a s ixth ter m of  DMK in power s ince  1967.  I t  i s  noteworthy that  the
narrat ive  indicates  a  metaphor borrowed from technology culture,
suggest ing the vers ion improvement.  Pol i t ical  messaging also extends into
the cultural  for ms.  The campaigning s logans and songs incorporate  Tamil
culture.  In the  context  of  the  recent  del imitat ion bi l l ,  M.K. Stal in  raised
concern and publ ic ly  burned a  copy of  the  bi l l ,  hoist ing a  black f lag.  He
declares  the  bi l l  a  ‘black law’ .  This  v ideo c l ip  spread through social  media
accompanied by the DMK's  pol i t ical  song ‘Stal in  Thodarattum, Tamil  Nadu
Vel lattum’ (Let  Stal in  Continue,  Let  Tamil  Nadu Win).  So the raised issue of
federal  balance and representat ion against  the  del imitat ion bi l l  i s
s trategical ly  transfor med into a  social  media breakthrough by the party 's  IT
wing.  As the  pol l ing day approaches,  the  success  of  the  narrat ive  of  ‘6 .0 ’
wi l l  depend on the electorate  –  whether  they f ind i t  a  genuine upgrade of
governance or  a  s leek new skin on the older  pol ic ies.  

THE BLOOD- DRENCHED SIDE OF
VIKSIT BHARAT: A SAGA OF VIOLENCE
EXPERIENCED BY THE ADIVASIS OF
SIJIMALI

Ishi ta  Das;  UG III :  “I  assure  the  tr ibal  community  that  their  land,  forest
and water  wi l l  be  preserved by this  government”.  Standing on the dais
Mohan Charan Majhi ,  the  adivasi  Chief  minister  of  Odisha addressed these
l ines  to  those  who had gathered to celebrate  the  Adivasi  Mela.  The people
who l i s tened to such promises  s i t t ing afar  in  a ir-condit ioned rooms fel t  that
“Viksi t  Bharat” would ensure  the  welfare  of  every sect ion of  the  society.
However,  the  Kondh adivasis  knew that  such promises  are  made to be
broken.  The nature  of  this  assurance would become c lear  i f  we honest ly  look
into the f i f ty-year  mining lease  provided by the Odisha government  to
Vedanta Limited.  They were  extract ing bauxite  from the Si j imal i  ( local ly
cal led Ti jmal i )  h i l l s.  The adivasis  of  Bantej i ,  Talaampadar,  Kantamal
( local ly  cal led Kutamal)  rose  in  res is tance against  such operat ion.  

On Apri l  03,  2026,  i t  was  announced that  an approach road would be
constructed to access  the  bauxite  mines.  The s ignatures  of  the  adivasis  have
already been forged in  documents  s tat ing that  they have consented to the
construct ion.  



11

IRSC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
July 24,  2026

Neo-Fascism in this  context  operates  as  a  dist inct ive  mutat ion of  the  late-
stage capital ism.  It  can be def ined as  an aggress ive  synthesis  of  the  Right
wing popul ism,  corporate  backed neol iberal ism,  intensive  state
central izat ion,  and the systematic  cult ivat ion of  majori tar ian ident i ty
pol i t ics  des igned to displace  structural  c lass  gr ievances.  In West  Bengal ,  this
ideological  apparatus  succeeded by exploit ing a  profound cr is is  of  mater ial
securi ty.  By present ing a  v is ion of  s treamlined corporate  development
alongside the  targeted mobi l izat ion of  marginal ized ident i t ies,  the  r ight-
wing for mation dismantled the decentral ised,  patron-cl ient  regional
apparatus  of  the  TMC. This  paper  argues  that  the  ascendance of  this  new
regime is  rooted in  a  fundamental  real ignment  of  c lass  s tructures,
systematical ly  reconf iguring the mater ial  experiences  of  the  working c lass
and deepening the ideological  divis ions  within the  middle  c lass.

Defining the  "Class  Character" of  Neo-Fascism in  Benga l

A central  paradox of  contemporary neo-fascist  movements  i s  their  capacity
to secure  massive  subaltern and proletar ian support  whi le  execut ing an
economic agenda expl ic i t ly  ta i lored to the  interests  of  concentrated
corporate  capital .  The c lass  character  of  this  movement  in  West  Bengal  rests
precisely  upon this  dual ism:  a  highly  sophist icated corporate-state  nexus
masked by a  popul ist ,  ant i -el i te  aesthet ic .  Throughout  i ts  r i se,  the  r ight-
wing for mation rel ied heavi ly  on structural  and f inancial  backing from
macro-monopoly capital ,  promising an unhindered environment  for
corporate  extract ion,  infrastructural  deregulat ion,  and the weakening of
labor protect ions  under  the  banner  of  a  unif ied development  model .  This
corporatestate  nexus provides  the  f inancial  and structural  backing necessary
to sustain the  movement’s  expansive  reach.  To ground this  big-capital
agenda in  a  highly  pol i t ic ized state  l ike  Bengal ,  the  movement  engineered
what  can be ter med "Subaltern Hindutva."  Rather  than operat ing as  a  purely
upper-caste,  urban-bourgeois  project ,  the  r ightwing apparatus  systematical ly
embedded i tsel f  within histor ical ly  marginal ized,  non-el i te  castes  and
communit ies  across  the  per ipheral  geographies  of  the  state.  Regions in
North Bengal  and the western Jangalmahal  bel t ,  alongside speci f ic  displaced
and Dal i t  communit ies  such as  the  Matuas and Rajbanshis,  became the
bedrock of  this  consol idat ion.  By mobi l iz ing these  per ipheral  communit ies,
the  movement  successful ly  displaced vert ical  c lass  focus—the tradit ional
conf l ict  between workers  and capital is ts—with a  horizontal  ident i ty-based
narrat ive.  By weaponizing real ,  mater ial  gr ievances  regarding
underdevelopment  and local ized exclus ion under  the  TMC’s regime,  the
r ight-wing for mation reframed these  c lass-based deprivat ions  through a
vocabulary of  ident i tybased neglect .  
I t  br i l l iant ly  co-opted the rhetoric  of  ant iel i t i sm,  target ing the local ized,
petty  corruption of  TMC's  regional  operat ives— commonly cr i t iqued as  the
"syndicate  raj"— whi le  obscuring i ts  own deep al ignments  with macro- level
corporate  deregulat ion.  Consequently,  the  c lass  character  of  this  neofascist
transi t ion is  profoundly predatory:  i t  captures  power through the democrat ic
agency of  the  dispossessed,  only  to deploy that  power to serve  concentrated
capital is t  accumulat ion.  

Effects  on the  Working Class :  The Hawker Evict ions  and Economic
Disenfranchisement  

The immediate  mater ial  consequences  of  this  pol i t ical  shi f t  have fal len most
heavi ly  upon the state ' s  sprawling,  highly  infor mal ized working c lass.  Over
the preceding decades,  the  transi t ion from for mal  manufacturing and Left led
trade unionism toward a  service-oriented,  hyper-fragmented infor mal
economy had already lef t  West  Bengal ’s  proletar iat  highly  vulnerable.  Under
the TMC, this  infor mal  workforce  was integrated into local ized networks of
municipal  patronage.  Fol lowing the regime change,  these  fragi le  mechanisms
of  infor mal  survival  were  abruptly  dismantled by an aggress ive  assert ion of
state  authority  through bul ldozer  act ions  and the destruct ion of  infor mal
stal ls.  This  shif t  i s  s tarkly  i l lustrated by the sweeping ant i -encroachment,
demoli t ion,  and hawker evict ion drives  launched across  key urban and semi-
urban centers,  including Baruipur,  Howrah,  and major  commercial  hubs
within Kolkata.

Operat ing under  the  rubric  of  enforcing "c iv ic  order"  and c lear ing " i l legal
encroachments,"  municipal  authorit ies  deployed bul ldozers  to  raze
thousands of  makeshif t  s tal l s  and infor mal  marketplaces.  Key transi t
arter ies  surrounding major  rai l  ter minals  l ike  Sealdah and Howrah stat ions
were  transfor med into s i tes  of  s tate  coercion.  In suburban hubs l ike
Baruipur,  the  sudden use  of  administrat ive  force  direct ly  targeted a  v i tal
sel f -sustaining ecosystem of  subsistence earners,  pushing thousands of
famil ies  toward immediate  dest i tut ion.  These  evict ion drives  represent  a
class ic  neofascist  s trategy of  capital  accumulat ion through spat ial
displacement.  By violent ly  c lear ing infor mal  vendors,  the  state  seeks  to
sanit ize  urban spaces  to  accommodate  corporate  retai l  interests  and real
estate  speculat ion.  Crucial ly,  this  mater ial  dispossess ion is  accompanied by
intensive  ideological  manipulat ion.  To prevent  the  emergence of  unif ied
working-class  res is tance,  the  r ight-wing apparatus  works to fracture  the
proletar iat  along horizontal  l ines.  Mater ial  anger  over  lost  l ivel ihoods is
systematical ly  redirected away from state  pol ic ies  toward communal
scapegoat ing,  where  economic precari ty  i s  blamed on the presence of
undocumented immigrants  or  minority  communit ies,  effect ively  dissolving
cross-communal  labor sol idari ty.

 INDIAN POLITICS

COCKROACH JANATA PARTY: TINY
“CREATURES” THAT CRAWLED INTO
POLITICS 

Pracheta Biswas;  UG II :  “In a  gent le  way,  you can shake the world."  
                                                                                     —Mahatma Gandhi  

On May 15,  2026,  Chief  Just ice  of  India  Surya Kant,  pres iding over  a
Supreme Court  bench,  descr ibed unemployed young Indians  as  ‘ l ike
cockroaches’ who,  fa i l ing to f ind jobs,  turn to social  media,  journal ism,  and
RTI act iv ism to ‘attack the system.’ He cal led such individuals  ‘parasi tes  of
society. ’ Interest ingly,  after  facing backlash,  the  chief  just ice  i ssued a
clar i f icat ion on Saturday (May 16)  saying that  a  sect ion of  media misquoted
him and cal led Indian youth “the pi l lars  of  a  developed India”.  I t  i s  wel l
documented that  the  ter ms such as  cockroaches,  parasi tes,  ver min and
ter mite  have three  dist inct  effects :  

● It  frames the  targeted group as  exploitat ive  and extract ive  persons,  who
attack a  healthy body,  extract  i l legi t imately  from i t  and weaken and infect
the host  body (nat ion/society) .  
● It  impl ies  the  existence of  a  healthy ‘host ’ that  must  be  protected at  al l
costs  by removing the parasi te.  
● It  posi t ions  the  el iminat ion of  parasi tes  as  a  therapy or  a  treatment.  The
violence against  parasi tes  i s  often considered a  cure  rather  than a  cr ime.
Exter minat ing parasi tes  carr ies  no gui l t .  

India  Hate  Lab’s  2025 annual  report  documented 141 pol i t ical  speeches  in  a
s ingle  year  in  which minorit ies  were  descr ibed as  ‘ ter mites,’ ‘parasi tes,’
‘ insects,’ ‘p igs,’ and ‘bloodthirsty  zombies. ’ Thus,  when the ult imate  enforcer
of  const i tut ional i ty  endorses  hate  speeches  regarding the youth,  backbone
of  any country,  many young people  responded through sat ire  and sarcasm–
the only way to express  emotions in  an already repress ive  s i tuat ion where
students  are  being label led as  ‘ant i -nat ionals ’ for  cr i t ic iz ing the government.
The Cockroach Janata Party  movement  taps  into growing frustrat ion over
unemployment,  l iv ing costs  and inf lat ion gaining over  22 mil l ion onl ine
fol lowers  on Instagram. 

The group c la ims to be "the voice  of  the  lazy and unemployed".  I ts  tongue-
in-cheek membership cr i ter ia  include being chronical ly  onl ine  and having
"the abi l i ty  to  rant  profess ional ly" .  I t  has  used AI-generated images  to
promote i ts  cause  onl ine  and has  inspired the hashtag #MainBhiCockroach
("I  too am a cockroach") .  Young volunteers  have also turned up dressed as
cockroaches  at  c lean-up drives  and protests  in  recent  days.  I t  i s  no secret
that  the  government  i s  act ively  trying to crush the res is tance because  the
group's  founder  Abhi jeet  Dipke said Indian off ic ials  had "taken down our
iconic  website"  and asked why they were  "so scared of  cockroaches" .  He
wrote  on X that  the  group,  which is  not  an off ic ial  pol i t ical  party,  was
already working on a  new "home" and added:  "Cockroaches  never  die."  I ts
off ic ial  X page -  with more than 200,000 fol lowers  -  i s  also inaccess ible  in
the country.  Those trying to open i t  are  shown a message that  i t  has  been
withheld " in  response to a  legal  demand".  The key quest ion is  whether  the
movement  wi l l  remain a  short- l ived internet  phenomenon or  evolve  into a
sustained for m of  pol i t ical  res is tance.  At  present ,  i t  lacks  a  c lear
organizat ional  s tructure  and appears  to  rely  more on emotional  mobi l izat ion
than on a  coherent  ideological  programme.  But,  digi tal  protest  i s  the  new
pol i t ical  language –  younger  generat ions  increasingly  communicate
pol i t ical ly  through memes,  sat ire  and viral  content .  Digital  act iv ism is
becoming the f i rst  s tep towards deeper  involvement.  Already,  the  CJP is
us ing Iran’s  Mosaic  doctr ine  by sett ing up local  accounts  trying to res is t
act ively  against  the  Censorship Raj .  Thus,  Cockroach Janata Party  may be
temporary as  a  trend,  but  s ignif icant  as  a  ref lect ion of  democrat ic  nature  in
youth.

THE SAFFRON SHIFTING OF BENGAL:
NEO-FASCISM, CLASS REALIGNMENT,
AND THE RECENT AFTERMATH

Bhargab Putatunda;  UG II :  The results  of  the  West  Bengal  Legis lat ive
Assembly elect ion marked a  watershed moment in  contemporary Indian
pol i t ics.  For the  f i rst  t ime in  nearly  half  a  century,  the  pol i t ical  force
governing the central  apparatus  in  New Delhi  secured a  def ini t ive  mandate
in West  Bengal ,  capturing a  landsl ide  v ictory.  The Right-Wing pol i t ical
for mation unseated the incumbent  Trinamool  Congress  [TMC],
fundamental ly  reorganiz ing a  terr i tory long considered a  res i l ient  bast ion of
the regional  except ional ism and secular,  vernacular  pol i t ics.  To understand
this  histor ic  shif t ,  one must  look beyond superf ic ial  explanat ions  of  sudden
cultural  mutat ion or  rel ig ious  polar izat ion.  Instead,  the  transi t ion demands
an analyt ical  framework capable  of  pars ing the complex economic anxiet ies,
systematic  c lass  factures,  and structural  transi t ions  def ining global
neofascism in the  21st  century.
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ISRAEL'S DEMOGRAPHIC CHESS PIECE
COMES FROM MANIPUR  

Ritoja;  UG II :  White,  snow capped mountains  in  the  distance,  towering pine
trees,  scattered around the hi l ly  roads.  The soft  breeze  plays  around,
sweeping away dead leaves  along the swirly  s tone path.  Amongst  al l  these,
stands a  pet i te  synagogue,  r ight  in  the  cradle  of  the  hi l l s  of  Churachandpur,
located in  Manipur.  One might  ask;  “Aren’t  Buddhism and Christ ianity  the
two core  rel ig ions  in  the  North East?”.  Of  course  they are.  Then how did a
community  emerge in  North East  India  who ident i fy  themselves  as
descendants  of  an ancient  Israel i  t r ibe?  

The B’nei  Menashe c la im to be the  descendants  of  the  bibl ical  tr ibe  of
Manasseh,  considered one of  the  lost  tr ibes  of  Israel .  They stem from a
Tibetobur mese ethnic i ty,  known as  the  Mizos in  Mizoram and Kukis  in
Manipur.  According to the  c la ims and bel iefs  of  the  B’nei  Menashe,  they
trace  their  journey from northern Israel  to  Assyria,  through Afghanistan,
the Himalayas  and Mongol ia ,  eventual ly  arr iv ing in  Manipur and Mizoram,
around 500-600 years  after  exi le.  They possessed no holy texts  or  records,
but  oral  tradit ions  were  passed down across  generat ions,  remembering their
ancestors ’ eastward journey after  their  exi le  from the Kingdom of  Israel .  
Before  colonizat ion of  the  Bri t i sh,  the  Kuki-Mizos dwel led in  tradit ional
tr ibal  societ ies  and had their  own dist inct ,  ancestral  rel ig ion,  which
mentioned a  myster ious  progenitor  cal led Manasia  or  Manmasi .  Through
colonizat ion,  the  community  was Christ ianized.  As they came to know the
Bible,many were  struck by paral lels  between i ts  s tor ies  and commandments
and elements  of  their  old preChrist ian rel ig ion.  This  bel ief  began to spread
that  Manasiya or  Manmasi  was the  bibl ical  Manasseh,  the  son of  Joseph and
that  the  Kuki-Mizos were  descendants  from the tr ibe  named after  him;  one
of  the  ten tr ibes  that  vanished after  the  Assyrian Empire  conquered the
kingdom of  Israel  in  722 BCE and exi led much of  i ts  populat ion.  
In 1951,  Chal l ianthanga (  also known as  Pu Chala) ,  the  Pentecostal  Deacon
from Bul lawan vi l lage  in  Mizoram had a vis ion c la iming that  the  Mizos were
the descendants  of  the  Israel i tes.  During the same t imel ine,  T.  Daniel
Lhungdim;  a  poet ,  educator  and headmaster,  based in  Churachandpur,  began
his  in  depth research on this  connect ion,  authoring “Israel  Ihiuve” (We Are
Israel )  in  1974.  His  work grabbed the attent ion of  Rabbi  El iyahu Avichai l ,
founder  of  the  Israel i  organizat ion Amishav,  who helped the B’nei  Menashe
document  their  histor ical  and cultural  connect ions  to Judaism in the  1980s.  
Their  c la im was contested and debated unt i l  2005 when Israel ' s  then
Sephardi  Chief  Rabbi  Shlomo Amar recognised this  populat ion as  ‘Zera
Yisrael ’ (Seed of  Israel ) .  Under  a  plan approved in  late  2025,  approximately
1,200 community  members  immigrated to Israel  in  2026,  with a  second stage
set  to  br ing an addit ional  4 ,600 by 2030.  They are  mandated to undergo
for mal  orthodox convers ion cal led Giurin Hebrew upon arr iv ing in  Israel  to
be ful ly  recognised as  Jews under  the  Law of  Return.  

The B’nei  Menashe are  eager  to  return back to their  ancestral  land but  i t ' s
not  only  theological .  In  the  recent  Indian pol i t ical  scenario,  the  ethnic
violence between the Kuki-Zo and Meite i  communit ies  in  Manipur has
reshaped dai ly  l i fe  s ince  2023.  Vi l lages  burned,  thousands displaced and
access  to  proper  healthcare,  food suppl ies,  necess i t ies  and educat ion
repeatedly  disrupted,  leading the populat ion into the instabi l i ty.  
Israel  on the other  hand,  due to i ts  demographic  posi t ion and smal l
populat ion,  welcomed the “Lost  Tribe”,  not  in  2005 but  in  2026 due to their
own incent ives.  The t iming of  the  ongoing war with Gaza alongside the
instabi l i ty  of  the  Mesnashe tr ibe  created a  rare  al ignment.
The war has  heightened the anxiety  about  Jewish populat ion,  thus  with the
sett lement  of  the  rel ig ious  ‘qual i ty  immigrants ’ in  the  Gal i lee  region,  where
Palest inian c i t izens  for m a demographic  majori ty,  the  Israel  government  wi l l
regain i ts  majori ty  in  the  area.  The spir i tual  and cold demographic
ari thmetic  ul t imately  proves  the  recent  immigrat ion decis ions  whi le  the
B’nei  Menashe tr ibe  are  happy to return after  holding on to their  ident i ty
for  hundreds  of  years,  keeping their  ancient  f lame al ive  across  mil lennia and
continents.

 INDIAN POLITICS

Fractures  in  the  Middle  Class :  El i t i s t  Aesthet ics  versus  Peripheral  Aspirat ions

While  the  working c lass  bears  the  direct  mater ial  costs  of  these  pol ic ies,  the
West  Bengal  middle  c lass  has  experienced profound internal  ideological
fracturing.  Histor ical ly,  the  middle  c lass  in  Bengal ,  part icularly  the  urban
intel l igents ia  (Bhadralok) ,  anchored state  pol i t ics  in  a  language of
secular ism and social  democracy.  The r ise  of  a  r ight-wing regime has
shattered this  consensus,  exposing deep spl i ts  between the urban el i te  and
the mofuss i l  neo-middle  c lass.  The urban Bhadralok experience acute
cultural  anxiety  over  the  erosion of  secular  tradit ions,  yet  their  res is tance is
compromised by an el i t i s t  focus  on aesthet ics,  leading many to taci t ly
support  the  "c lean-up" of  s idewalks  at  the  expense  of  the  poor.

Conversely,  the  growing "neo-middle  c lass"  in  suburban and semi-rural
towns has  embraced the pol i t ical  transi t ion.  Driven by intense  aspirat ions
for  mater ial  mobi l i ty  and frustrated by decades  of  industr ial  s tagnat ion,  this
demographic  re jected tradit ional  cultural  except ional ism.  For these
suburban youth,  the  promise  of  nat ional  integrat ion and the "Double-Engine
Growth" model  holds  far  more appeal  than abstract  defenses  of  regional
her i tage.  They view the chaos of  the  infor mal  economy not  as  a  social  safety
net ,  but  as  an obstacle  to  modernizat ion.  This  disdain for  municipal  "chaos"
al igns  them with the  r ight-wing 's  promise  of  a  disc ipl ined,  corporate-
fr iendly urban order.

The Left-Led Resistance and the  contested Aftermath

The pol i t ical  after math of  this  transi t ion has  fundamental ly  reordered the
inst i tut ional  landscape of  West  Bengal .  As the  tradit ional  rul ing regional
administrat ive  party  crackdowns,  fal tered the under  task of  inst i tut ional
res is tance has  fal len to Left- led trade unions.  Flashpoints  of  this  res is tance
have emerged direct ly  from the s i tes  of  s tate-enforced displacement.  In
Baruipur and Kolkata,  Left-aff i l iated unions l ike  the  Centre  of  Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) spearheaded mass  mobi l izat ions  and street  confrontat ions
with demoli t ion squads.  These  act ions  attempted to reassert  the
const i tut ional  r ight  to  l ivel ihood under  Art ic le  19(1)(g)  and move the
discourse  back toward vert ical  c lass  s truggle.  However,  the  eff icacy of  this
res is tance faces  immense structural  chal lenges.  The new regime has  moved
swift ly  to  consol idate  i ts  authority  across  s tate  inst i tut ions,  restructuring
univers i ty  administrat ions  and local  pol ice  forces  along ideological  l ines.
The pol i t ical  terrain is  rapidly  sol idi fy ing into a  highly  polar ized
environment  where  communal  fragmentat ion is  used to neutral ize  labor
sol idari ty.  The ongoing batt les  led by trade unions on the streets  represent  a
fundamental  s truggle  over  the  democrat ic  character  of  publ ic  space and
economic r ights  in  a  post-2026 pol i t ical  landscape.  

Conclus ion 

The pol i t ical  transi t ion in  West  Bengal  offers  a  powerful  case  study in  how
contemporary neofascism adapts  to  capture  complex,  histor ical ly  progress ive
regions.  The r ight-wing victory was not  achieved by al ter ing i ts  core
commitment  to macrocorporate  accumulat ion,  but  by adroit ly  capital iz ing
on the fragmented ident i t ies  and economic anxiet ies  of  both the subaltern
working c lass  and the aspirat ional  neo-middle  c lass.  The aggress ive  hawker
demoli t ion drives  implemented under  the  banner  of  urban modernizat ion
reveal  the  structural  pr ior i t ies  of  this  new regime:  pr ior i t iz ing corporate  real
estate  and capital  accumulat ion over  infor mal  labor survival .  Whether  Left-
led res is tance can successful ly  translate  immediate  mater ial  anger  into a
sustained,  cross-communal  c lass  sol idari ty  remains  the  def ini t ive  quest ion
for  the  future  of  the  region.
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a student  to  go through immense mental  dr i l l ing to handle  peer  capt ivat ions
and famil ial  expectat ions  along with their  own readiness  to  appear  for  an
exceedingly  competi t ive  examinat ion,  l ike  NEET. The condit ion worsens
when NTA's  on ground proctors,  at  examinat ion centres,  purposeful ly  harass
the students,  usher ing them into a  tumultuous state  of  mind,  further
degrading the qual i ty  of  their  examinat ion endeavour.  Students  often
commit  sel f -exter minat ion in  the  urge to sel f -def iance from scornful
comments  from peer  groups,  family  as  wel l  as  the  community  of  belonging at
large.  Even i f  not  sel f -har m, such recurr ing cases  of  such scams exposes  the
youths  to severe  anxiety  and hopelessness  and retards  their  sel f -motivat ion
and conf idenceto further  appear  for  any competi t ive  examinat ions.  

Adani  Invasion:  Great  Nicobar  Is land Gamble   

Udatta Gupta;  UG II :  The ter m "nat ional ism" is  often used as  a  weapon to
s i lence those  who are  wi l l ing to speak their  minds and quest ion what  i s
being done to our  country in  i ts  name.  We see  this  when thousands of
hectares  of  natural  forests  are  handed over  to  pr ivate  corporate  ent i t ies,  or
when cr i t ical  infrastructure—including India 's  ports,  a irports,  power gr ids,
and energy networks—is  concentrated in  the  hands of  a  s ingle  corporate
group.  In an economy of  more than 1.5  bi l l ion people,  such a  concentrat ion
of  economic power moves  away from the pr inciples  of  competi t ive
capital ism.  Instead,  i t  creates  a  s tate-sanct ioned corporate  monopoly.  

Today,  this  nexus between sovereign power and corporate  capital  has
reached the gates  of  India 's  most  remote,  i ts  most  ecological ly  sensi t ive
front ier  outpost  of  Great  Nicobar Is land in  the  name of  the  81,000 crore
Great  Nicobar Is land Development  Project ,  a  massive  government
infrastructure  project ,  which environmental is ts,anthropologists,  and
lawyers  argue may per manently  destroy a  prehistor ic  ecosystem and
jeopardize  the  l ives  and l ivel ihood of  tr ibal  communit ies.The focus  here,  i s
on the southernmost  t ip  of  India,  Great  Nicobar Is land,  less  than 40
nautical  mi les  from the Strai t  of  Malacca –  the  s ingle  busiest  marit ime point
on the earth –  i s  being transfor med from a biosphere  to a  commercial  and
mil i tary hub through a NITI Aayog and ANIIDCO-implemented 30-year
government  master  plan which includes  the  establ ishment  of  a  14.2  mil l ion
TEU mega port  at  Galathea Bay to r ival  Singapore and Colombo;  a  dual-use
mil i tary and c iv i l ian airport  capable  of  handl ing 4,000 passengers  during
peak hours ;  a  450 MVA power complex;  and a  new ci ty  of  over  16,610
hectares  est imated to house 336,000 res idents  by 2055,  despite  the  current
populat ion being under  9 ,000.  Great  Nicobar Is land is  not  just  an empty
rock,  not  just  a  v irgin plot  of  land;  i t  i s  one of  the  earth 's  most
biodivers i ty-r ich hot  spots  in  an old tropical  rainforest ,  85 percent  of  which
remains  unspoi led.  130.75 square  ki lometers  of  these  forests  wi l l  be  c leared
for  the  new town,  port ,  and airstr ip,  and the government  plans  to c lear  at
most  7 .11 lakh trees  out  of  18.65 lakh in  the  project  area in  phases,  and
trees  are  not  counted in  s imple  ar i thmetic ,  you can ' t  offset  the  loss  of
endemic is land biodivers i ty  by plant ing a  few trees  in  as  emi-desert
ecosystem 2,000 ki lometers  away;  in  fact ,  the  impact  i s  squarely  on several
cr i t ical ly  endangered,  endemic species  l ike  the  Giant  Leatherback Turt le,
Galathea Bay –  the  s i te  for  the  proposed Internat ional  Container
Transhipment  Ter minal  i s  the  s ingle  most  important  nest ing ground in  India
of  the  Giant  Leatherback sea turt le  (Der mochelys  coriacea)  -  the  world 's
largest  l iv ing rept i le  -  that  travels  thousands of  mi les  across  the  ocean to lay
its  eggs  on these  part icular  undisturbed sandy beaches  and bui lding an
enor mous deep water  port  with a  breakwater  construct ion requires  extensive
dredging of  the  sea bed and causes  catastrophic  levels  of  l ight  and noise
pol lut ion,and would dr ive  these  creatures  per manently  away from their
nest ing ground.  The is land is  also home to the  endangered Nicobar
Megapode,endemic only  to these  i s lands;  unl ike  al l  other  birds,  i t  does  not
incubate  i ts  eggs;  instead,  i t  bui lds  huge incubat ion mounds of  soi l  and
decomposing organic  mater ial  along the coastal  forests  which would be
decimated in  the  coastal  development  of  the  new town.  Hundreds of  species
of  exot ic  f i sh and marine l i fe  in  the  waters  surrounding the is land thr ive  in
coral  reefs,  port  construct ion involves  massive  dredging of  the  sea bed and
coastal  rec lamation,  causing s i l tat ion of  the  water  and turning vibrant
marine ecosystems into underwater  deserts.  The impact  of  this  colossal
project  i s  no less  severe.
Great  Nicobar Is land is  home to two indigenous tr ibes  who have l ived on the
is land for  thousands of  years ;  about  1094 individuals,  coastal  dwel lers
dependent  on f ishing and coconut  plantat ions;  and a  part icularly  vulnerable
tr ibal  group (PVTG) of  about  237 individuals  –  the  nomadic  hunter
gatherers  in  the  inter ior  rainforests  who have remained isolated from outs ide
intrusion:  the  Shompen tr ibes.The government  c la ims to be committed to
tr ibal  welfare,  assuring no physical  displacement  of  Nicobarese  or  Shompen
and the exclus ion of  inhabited tr ibal  areas  (New Chingen and Raj iv
Nagar)from the project  scope,  and yet  73.07 square  ki lometers  of  legal ly
des ignated tr ibal  reserve forest  lands would be denoti f ied to.provide land for
the infrastructure  whi le  the  state  c la ims to have re-not i f ied 76.98 square
ki lometers  of  land elsewhere  thus  maintaining a  net  increase  of  3 .912 square
ki lometers  in  tr ibal  lands;  anthropological  evidence suggests  the  deep and
structural  damage would be severe;  the  Shompen,  whose ent ire  existence 
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বাংলার  ধম� িনরেপক্ষ  ভাবমূ িত�  বনাম  তৃণমূল  স্তেরর
ধম�য়  �মরুকেরণর  বাস্তব  িচত্র

অনিন্দ্য  পাল ;  দ্বিতীয়  বর্ষ :  “আমাদের  বাঙা লিয়ানা ,  আমাদের  সভ্যতা  শত -সহস্র  বছর  ধরে
সহাবস্থানের  ঐতিহ্য  ধারণ  ও  বহন  করে  আসছে ।” –  এইসব  বাক্যালাপের  মধ্য  দিয়েই
বাঙালী  ভদ্রসাধারেণর  কাছে  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষতা  হয়ে  উঠেছে  জীবন্ত  সাংস্কৃ তিক  শংসাপত্র ।
বাঙািলর  চিরকালের  এক  অদ্ভূ ত  বিশ্বাস  যে  কােন  বাক্যের  শেষে  “রবীন্দ্রনাথ  বলেছেন” যোগ
করলে  তার  যু ক্তিগত  শক্তি  দ্বিগুণ  হয়ে  যায় ।  বাঙা লি  মধ্যবিত্তের  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষতার  সবচেয়ে
বড়  প্রমাণ  হোল  তার  বুকশেলফ ।  বাস্তব  জীবনে  স্বধর্মের  কিংবা  অন্যধর্মের  প্রতিবেশীর  নাম
না  জানেলও ,  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষতার  বাকযু দ্ধে  উপনিষদে  বলা  হয়েছে . . . " ,  "লালন  অনেক  আগেই
বলে  গেছেন . . . " ,  " বিবেকানন্দ  তা  স্পষ্টতই  বলেছিলেন . . . " -  এই  বিশেষকিছু  বু লি  আওড়ে
যায় ।  বাঙািলর  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষতা  সম্পূর্ণ রূপেই  তাত্ত্বিক  ও  আলোচনাপ্রবণ ।  তবে  বাস্তব  সমাজে
তৃ ণমূল  স্তর  থেকে  ধর্মীয়  ভীতিপ্রদর্শ ন  এবং  সাম্প্রদায়িকতার  বিষ  উগড়ে  দেওয়ার  যে  উদগ্র
বাসনা  রাজনৈতিক  নেতানেত্রী  এবং  কিছু  মৌলবাদীদের  মধ্যে  পরিলক্ষিত  হচ্ছে ,  তা  প্রতিহত
করার  শক্তি  বা  ইচ্ছে  তথাকথিত  শিক্ষিত  উচ্চবিত্ত  বাঙালী  ভদ্রসমাজের  প্রতিবাদের  পদ্ধতিতে
নিহিত  নেই ।  

দৈনিন্দন  জীবনযাপেন  একট�  সেচতন  হেলই  তৃণমূল  স্তেরর  ধম�য়  �মরুকেরণর  িচত্র  সুস্পষ্ট
হেয়  যােব ।  গতবছর ,  িশয়ালদহ  ��শন  �থেক  ��েন  �চেপ  আসার  সময়  একজন  ২৭  বছর
বয়সী  মুসিলম  �� েডন্টেক  (Al iah Univers i ty  এর  s tudent)  ১০ ,১২  জন  িহন্দুত্ববাদী  �লাক
�ঘরাও  কের  ও  তােক  �হনস্থা  কের  “বাংলােদশী” তকমা  �দয় ।  িবগত  বছরগুিলেত  এইরকম
প্রচ� র  খবর  পাওয়া  �গেছ  �যখােন  মুসিলম  �লাকজেনর  সমাগেম  িহন্দুত্ববাদী  কতৃ� ক
উসকািনমূলক  ভি� ,  “জয়  �ীরাম” ��াগান ,  প্রভৃিত  করা  হেয়েছ ।  এছাড়াও ,  অিনয়ি�তভােব
ধম�য়  আস্থায়  আঘাত  করার  জেন�  মুসিলমেদর  প্রিত  ছ� েট  এেসেছ  অ�াব� ,  অেসৗজন�  িকছ�
শে�র  বাহার ।  এবার  সমস�াটা  হেচ্ছ  সারােদশ  যখন  এইরূপ  ঘটনা  গুিল  িনরন্তর  ঘেট  �যেত
�দখেছ ,  �সই  সময়  বাংলায়  ঘেট  চলা  সাম্প্রদািয়ক  সম্প্রীিত  লঙ্ঘেনর  প্রিতবােদ  তথাকিথত
বুিদ্ধজীবীমহল  এবং  ভদ্রসমােজর  ভ� িমকা  কী?  �সই  সােথ  আেরকটি  প্রশ্ন  খুবই  গুরুত্বপূন�  �য
সাধারণ  মানুষ  িক  আেদৗ  ধম�য়  সহাবস্থানেক  প্রগিতশীল  দৃষ্টিেত  �দেখ?  িশক্ষাপ্রিতষ্ঠােন ,
কম�স্থেল ,  ��েন  বােস ,  ব�ুেদর  আেলাচনায়  প্রায়শই  মুসিলমেদর  নামাজ ,  �রাজা ,  দািড়  িনেয়
ঠা�া  কের ,  হা িসতামাশার  বা  িবদ্রুপ  করার  দৃশ�  আমােদর  কােছ  খুবই  পিরিচত ,  আবার
অনুরূপভােব  িহন্দুেদর  রীিতনী িত ,  �পৗরা িণক  কািহনী  িনেয়  উপহােসর  ছিবও  দৃশ�মান ।

এক্ষেত্রে  বাঙা লি  ভদ্রসমাজ  বৈজ্ঞানিক  যু ক্তিবাদীতা  এবং  প্রগতিশীল  চিন্তাভাবনাকে  প্রমাণ
করার  জন্যে  জনসচেতনতা  বৃ দ্ধির  বদলে  কথায়  কথায়  মানুষকে  ছােট  করা ,  বিদ্রুপ  করাতেই
বেশি  আনন্দ  পায় ।  ধর্মীয়  গোঁড়া মি ,  ব্রাহ্মণ্যবাদী  দৃষ্টিভঙ্গি ,  মৌলবাদী  আচরণ  ঠিক  এইসমস্ত
কারণেই  মাথাচাড়া  দেয় ,  এবং  নিজ  নিজ  ধর্মের  শ্রেষ্ঠত্য  প্রমাণে  এগিয়ে  আসতে  সচেষ্ট  হয় ।
ফলে  সাধারণ  মানুষ  একে  অপরের  ধর্ম  ও  সংস্কৃ তি  সম্পর্কে  সঠিক  জ্ঞান  অর্জ ন  করার  বদলে
একে  অপরকে  তু চ্ছতাচ্ছিল্য  করে  এবং  এভাবে  সর্বোপরি  যে  বিষয়টির  হা নি  ঘটে ,  তা  হল
“মানবতা” ।  কারণ ,  যে  তথাকথিত  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষ  বাঙ্গা লিসমাজ  নিজের  ধর্মের  শ্রেষ্ঠত্ব  স্থাপন
এবং  পরধর্মের  বিদ্রুপ  কিংবা  নিন্দায়  নিরন্তর  নিজেকে  নিযুক্ত  করে ,  সেই  সমাজে  ধর্মের
সহাবস্থান  আদৌ  সম্ভব  কিনা ,  সে  নিয়ে  প্রশ্ন  থেকেই  যায় ।  

স্বাধীনচেতা  মানুষ  যদি  সমাজে  স্বাধীনভাবে  নিজের  ধর্ম  পালন  করতে  না  পারে ,  কিংবা  সে
যদি  কোনো  ধর্মাবলম্বী  না  হয়ে  নাস্তিকও  হন ,  তবেও  যদি  তাকে  বিভিন্নভাবে  বিদ্রুপ  ও
ব্যাঙ্গাত্মক  দৃষ্টিভঙ্গির  শিকার  হতে  হয় ,  তবে  সেই  সমাজ  কোনোভাবেই  ধর্ম নিরপেক্ষ  সমাজ
নয় ।  ফলে ,  রাজনৈতিক  বা  সামা জিক  যেকোনো  উগ্রপন্থী  দল  বা  গোষ্ঠী  সহজেই  বাঙা লির
মানবতা  এবং  সামা জিক  শৃঙ্খলার  হা নি  ঘটায় ।  

ANTAGONIZING YOUNG ASPIRATIONS:
THE RECURRING CASES OF NEET SCAM

Koyel  Bal ;  UG III :   The agency that  c la ims equitable,  transparent  and
eff ic ient  management  of  examinat ions  for  select ion of  candidates  at  some of
the crucial  sectors  of  service  in  India,  appears  in  the  spot l ight  of  one of  the
biggest  controvers ies  f lagged in  the  decade.  The National  Test ing Agency
(NTA) entrusted with the  responsibi l i ty  of  conduct ing the National
El ig ibi l i ty  cum Entrance Test  (NEET) for  select ion of  future  medical
profess ionals  s ince  2019,  has  consistent ly  fa i led to not  only  del iver  i ts  dut ies
but  also in  sabotaging the corruptive  web that  has  estranged the aspirat ions
of  mil l ions  of  youths.  This  poses  to  us  twin problems of  social  in just ice  and
psychological  tor ment  that  the  youths  are  made vulnerable  to.As reports
suggests,  the  leaked quest ion paper  of  NEET 2026 has  been sold by coaching
inst i tutes  at  as  high rates  as  ten-f i f teen lakhs,  which not  only  breaches  the
ethical  integr i ty  of  s tudent  select ion in  profess ional  core  of  the  India’s
healthcare  unit ,  but  also shows deep disregard towards the  pr inciple  of
social  just ice.  Addit ional ly,  tremendously  arduous qual i ty  of  quest ion paper,
l ike  i t  was  in  case  of  NEET 2025,  also pushes  as ide  the  students  who lacked
proper  ambience and infrastructure  for  receiving qual i ty  educat ion
competing with wel l -off  s tudents  pass ing out  from private  inst i tut ions,  far
below the margin.  I t  ceremonial ly  s tr ips  off  the  youths  belonging to
economical ly  and social ly  marginal ized communit ies  to  come forward and
bag their  deserving seats  at  academic and profess ional  units,which are  sold
off  to  undeserving candidates,  that  pul l  the  str ings  on ground of  having
been come from except ional ly  opulent  backgrounds.  I t  creates  a  generat ional
condit ion for  perpetual  backwardness  and further  exacerbat ion of
inequal i t ies  among these  economical ly  underprivi leged famil ies  which
f inancial ly  col lapse  beyond recovery,  and they fear  to  further  consider
invest ing in  educat ion and coaching.  Further,  the  incident  of  paper
cancel lat ion should take into acknowledgement  the  psychological  distress  i t
puts  the  student  into.  Applying for  a  Pan-India based entrance test  requires  
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VIKSIT BHARAT 2047:  LEVERAGING
AGENTIC AI FOR SUPPLY CHAIN
SOVEREIGNTY AND GLOBAL
COMPETITIVENESS

Debadri to  Sarkar;  UG III :  "Success  in  creat ing AI would be the  biggest
event  in  human history."  —Stephen Hawking 

India 's  aspirat ion to become a developed nat ion by 2047 under  the  vis ion of
Viksi t  Bharat  represents  one of  the  most  ambit ious  economic transfor mation
projects  of  the  twenty-f irst  century.  According to the  vis ion out l ined by
pol icymakers  and economic experts,  India  aims to expand i ts  economy from
approximately  USD 4 tr i l l ion today to nearly  USD 30 tr i l l ion by 2047,
requir ing sustained annual  growth of  7to8 percent  over  the  next  two
decades.  Achieving this  goal  wi l l  depend not  only  on economic expansion
but  also on enhancing product iv i ty,  technological  innovat ion,  manufacturing
capabi l i t ies,  and supply chain res i l ience.  

In recent  years,  g lobal  supply chains  have undergone profound disrupt ions
due to the  COVID19 pandemic,  geopol i t ical  conf l icts,  trade wars,
semiconductor  shortages,  and c l imate  related chal lenges.  These
developments  have exposed the vulnerabi l i t ies  of  excess ive  dependence on
concentrated product ion hubs and highl ighted the importance of  supply
chain sovereignty as  a  cr i t ical  component  of  nat ional  securi ty  and economic
competi t iveness.  For India,  which seeks  to establ ish i tsel f  as  a  g lobal
manufacturing and export  hub,  the  abi l i ty  to  bui ld  intel l igent ,  res i l ient ,  and
sel f  rel iant  supply chains  has  become a strategic  necess i ty  rather  than a
pol icy  choice.  

India 's  AI market  i s  projected to reach approximately  USD 17 bi l l ion by
2027,  supported by one of  the  world 's  largest  AI talent  pools  compris ing
over  420,000 profess ionals.  S imultaneously,  the  Indian AI in  supply-chain
market  i s  expected to grow from USD 249.5  mil l ion in  2023 to over  USD 3.2
bi l l ion by 2030,  ref lect ing a  remarkable  annual  growth rate  exceeding 44
percent .  

Further more,  industry est imates  suggest  that  AI dr iven agent ic  commerce
and autonomous decis ion-making systems could contr ibute  as  much as  USD
3 tr i l l ion to India 's  economy by 2047.  

As global  competi t ion increasingly  hinges  on technological  innovat ion and
res i l ient  supply chains,  Agentic  AI can play a  pivotal  role  in  advancing
India 's  s trategic  autonomy and economic securi ty.  Through autonomous
decis ionmaking,  predict ive  analyt ics,  and intel l igent  logist ics,  i t  can enhance
eff ic iency,  s trengthen domest ic  manufacturing,  and reduce external
dependencies.  Al igned with the  vis ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047,  Agentic  AI
represents  more than a  technological  innovat ion i t  i s  a  s trategic  enabler  for
bui lding a  sel frel iant ,  g lobal ly  competi t ive,  and economical ly  res i l ient  India
in the  decades  ahead.  

Agentic  AI and Supply  Chain Sovereignty:  Supply chain sovereignty has
become a vi tal  component  of  economic securi ty  in  the  twenty-f irst  century.
Disruptions  caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,  geopol i t ical  conf l icts,
semiconductor  shortages,  and trade restr ict ions  exposed the r isks  of
excess ive  dependence on concentrated global  supply chains.  For India,
achieving the vis ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047 requires  bui lding res i l ient  and
sel f -rel iant  domest ic  supply chains,  reducing external  dependencies,  and
strengthening economic stabi l i ty,  competi t iveness,  and nat ional  securi ty  in
an increasingly  uncertain global  environment.  

In this  context ,  Agentic  AI offers  India  a  transfor mative  opportunity  to
strengthen supply chain sovereignty.  Unl ike  conventional  AI systems that
primari ly  provide analyt ical  support ,  Agentic  AI systems can autonomously
monitor,  predict ,  and respond to disrupt ions  across  complex supply chain
networks.  Through real- t ime data process ing,  predict ive  demand forecast ing,
intel l igent  inventory management,  and autonomous logist ics  coordinat ion,
these  systems can s ignif icant ly  reduce operat ional  ineff ic iencies  and improve
res i l ience.  

The economic rat ionale  for  adopting Agentic  AI is  compel l ing.  India 's
manufacturing sector  current ly  contr ibutes  approximately  17% of  GDP and
supports  more than 27 mil l ion jobs.  Despite  chal lenges  such as  fragmented
logist ics  networks,  demand volat i l i ty,  and infrastructure  bott lenecks,  AI-
powered supply chains  can opt imize  transportat ion routes,  reduce inventory
costs,  and improve product ion planning.  These  capabi l i t ies  enhance
operat ional  eff ic iency,  s trengthen manufacturing competi t iveness,  and
enable  Indian industr ies  to  compete  more effect ively  in  g lobal  markets  whi le
support ing sustainable  economic growth.  

Further more,  India 's  growing AI ecosystem provides  a  s trong foundation for
this  transfor mation.  The country 's  AI market  i s  projected to exceed USD 17
bi l l ion by 2027,  supported by more than 600,000 AI profess ionals,  over  700
mil l ion internet  users,  and one of  the  world 's  largest  digi tal  publ ic
infrastructures.  India  also accounts  for  nearly  16% of  the  global  AI talent
pool ,  posi t ioning i t  as  a  major  hub for  AI-driven innovat ion.  

SECURITY,  CULTURE & POLITICS
AND AI & SECURITY SCENARIO

depends on the contiguous rainforest  and undisturbed landscape,  would be
forced into contact  with disease,  exploitat ion and cultural  ext inct ion.  Legal
experts  further  argue that  the  project  bypasses  the  Forest  Rights  Act  2006
by pushing the project  forward and infr inging on the Shompen tr ibes '  r ight
to free,  pr ior,  and infor med consent  over  changes  that  affect  their  lands.
There ' s  another  danger  with the  bui lding of  this  colossal  concrete  hub on
Great  Nicobar;  i t  s i ts  atop a  highly  volat i le  and se ismic  zone,  during the
deadly 2004 earthquake and tsunami;  Great  Nicobar suffered tremendous
damage from the tectonic  shif t ,  the  i s land subsided as  much as  meters  in
some parts  of  the  i s land;  and the Indira  Point  l ighthouse,  which was
for merly  on land,  now stood surrounded by water  and the protect ive
mangroves  of  Galathea Bay were  destroyed or  submerged.  Geologists  warn
of  cont inued tectonic  pressure  g iven the c luster  of  earthquakes  around the
Nicobar archipelago,  and an investment  of  bi l l ions  of  dol lars  into the
construct ion of  large  and r ig idly  des igned infrastructure  l ike  a  port  and a
ci ty  on a  se ismical ly  act ive  subduct ion zone could lead to devastat ion and
industr ial  catastrophe in  the  event  of  another  earthquake or  tsunami.
Tropical  rainforests  are  intr icate  and interconnected systems,  where  the
fel l ing of  almost  a  mil l ion trees  would create  widespread disrupt ion of  the
local  micro-c l imate  and rainfal l ,  and also lead to accelerated soi l  erosion on
this  i s land;  as  per  as  per  environmental  regulat ions,  a  "compensatory
afforestat ion" plan has  been approved by the Ministry  of  Environment,
Forests  and Cl imate  Change,  but  with no land on the Great  Nicobar Is land,
i t  i s  to  be  undertaken on the degraded lands of  the  Araval l i  Hi l l s  in  Haryana
and parts  of  Madhya Pradesh,  meaning a  monoculture  of  seedl ings  in  an
arid c l imate  in  Haryana wi l l  do absolutely  nothing to recreate  this  highly
intr icate,  mult i - layered tropical  rainforest  ecosystem in the  Indian Ocean;
there  i s  absolutely  no subst i tute  for  the  destruct ion of  endemic is land
biodivers i ty  than with trees,  especial ly  in  a  semi  desert  c l imate  thousands of
ki lometers  away.  You can ' t  compensate  for  the  loss  of  animals  that  only
inhabit  Great  Nicobar is land with trees.  The Giant  Leatherback Turt le  i s
found to prefer  Great  Nicobar and Galathea Bay is  of  special  importance to
the Giant  Leatherback Sea turt le.  I t  i s  a  place  where  the  Giant  Leatherback
Sea Turt les  are  most  important  in  India to lay their  eggs.  The Giant
Leatherback Sea turt le  i s  a  rept i le  and travels  huge distances  on earth to
reach the Great  Nicobar is lands.  I t  favors  Great  Nicobar is lands to lay i ts
eggs  because  they are  undisturbed and i t  can lay eggs  on sand.  Defense  of
the Great  Nicobar project  i s  solely  based on "strategic  necess i ty"  ,  arguing
that  India needs  to exhibit  i ts  naval  s trength to counter  foreign marit ime
encroachment  in  the  Indo-Pacif ic ,  keep a  v igi l  over  the  Strai t  of  Malacca,
and provide al ternat ives  for  shipping,  to  garner  i ts  share  of  g lobal  trade
earnings.  However,  we have to consider  what  a  nat ion stands for.  Is  a  nat ion
a f lag,  mi l i tary instal lat ions  and corporate  s tatements?  Or,  i s  i t  the  land,  the
people,  the  natural  f lora and fauna and her i tage that  have existed s ince  t ime
immemorial?  Those who bel ieve  in  true patr iot ism understand that  true
nat ional  securi ty  i s  not  by destroying the very foundation of  our  ecology.
Destroying an ecosystem that  i s  so unique on our planet  for  the  sake of
corporate  empires,  us ing geopol i t ics  as  a  cover,  and displacing tr ibes  and
f lora and fauna for  the  benef i t  of  these  monopol ies  i s  not  patr iot ism,  but
rather  greed.  In defense  of  the  country from threats  without  destroying the
country from within.  Our true power comes from sustainable  governance and
the protect ion of  indigenous r ights  and the ecological  system which is  the
foundation for  l i fe  on Earth.  I t  i s  now t ime for  the  country and their
respect ive  governments  to  understand that  an economy and ecology need to
co-exist ,  and i f  we do not  take a  step back and reconsider  the  Gamble  of
Great  Nicobar we might  be  los ing one of  the  greatest  natural  reserves  on
Earth,  a  place  that  once stood tal l  as  a  haven and now faces  to  be a
structure  of  concrete  and Corporate  sel f i shness.

GRASSROOTS RESISTANCE AND SOCIAL
TRANSFORMATION: A CASE STUDY OF
MAHAD SATYAGRAHA 
Shritama Karmakar;  UG III :  Grassroots  res is tance is  when regular  people
come together  to  chal lenge systems in  their  dai ly  l ives.  I t  s tarts  from
people ' s  real - l i fe  experiences  not  from leaders  and aims to change both
mater ial  condit ions  and how people  think.  Social  change happens when local
struggles  s tart  to  change how power works,  cultural  nor ms and inst i tut ions
in ways.  The Mahad Satyagraha of  1927,  led by Dr B.R.  Ambedkar,  i s  an
example  of  grassroots  res is tance changing Indian society.  The movement  was
about  Dal i ts  are  able  to  dr ink water  from the Chavdar Tank in  Mahad,
Maharashtra.  I t  chal lenged the pract ice  of  untouchabi l i ty  by target ing
access  to  water.  Around 2,500 Dal i ts  marched to the  tank with Ambedkar,
who publ ic ly  drew water  and drank i t .  This  transfor med an ordinary act  into
a powerful  s tatement  of  equal i ty  and human dignity.At Mahad grassroots
res is tance worked in  ways.  I t  asserted c iv ic  r ights  us ing a  previous
resolut ion that  said publ ic  water  sources  should be open to the  "Depressed
Classes”.  The movement  exposed the gap between the law and real i ty.  I t
chal lenged the structure  of  caste  by showing that  Dal i t  presence could not
"pol lute"  water,  thereby under mining the legi t imacy of  caste  ideology.
Further more i t  pol i t ic ized oppress ion:  Ambedkar framed untouchabi l i ty  as  a
quest ion of  r ights,  sel f -respect  and col lect ive  act ion.The social
transfor mation tr iggered by Mahad was s low but  deep.  The satyagraha
inspired Dal i t  movements.  I t  s trengthened Ambedkar’s  s trategy of  "Educate,
Agitate,  Organize."  I t  contr ibuted to the  embedding of  equal i ty  and ant i -
discr iminat ion principles  in  India’s  const i tut ional  framework.  In 1937,  when
the Bombay High Court  aff ir med the r ight  for  Dal i ts  to  use  the  tank,  a  local
struggle  had effect ively  reshaped law and publ ic  discourse.  Mahad shows
how grassroots  res is tance can lead to social  transfor mation by turning a
f ight  for  water  into a  broader  f ight  for  dignity,  r ights  and a  new moral
order.  
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Agentic  AI can s ignif icant ly  enhance India 's  export  competi t iveness  by
optimizing logist ics  and reducing supply chain ineff ic iencies.  With logist ics
costs  accounting for  nearly  13to14% of  GDP wel l  above the global
benchmark of  8to10% AI-driven systems can improve route  planning,
warehouse management,  and real- t ime cargo tracking.  These  eff ic iencies
lower operat ional  costs,  reduce delays,  and strengthen the competi t iveness
of  Indian exports  in  g lobal  markets.  Integrat ion into global  value chains
increasingly  depends on technological  sophist icat ion and supply chain
rel iabi l i ty.  

Agentic  AI enhances  transparency,  traceabi l i ty,  and res i l ience  by providing
end-to-end supply chain vis ibi l i ty  and proact ive  r isk management.  These
capabi l i t ies  s trengthen investor  conf idence and attract  g lobal  investment.  By
support ing the China+1 strategy,  improving manufacturing eff ic iency,  and
boost ing export  competi t iveness,  Agentic  AI can posi t ion India as  a  trusted
global  manufacturing hub.  Therefore,  s trengthening India 's  role  in  g lobal
supply chains  through Agentic  AI is  essent ial  for  real iz ing the vis ion of
Viksi t  Bharat  2047.  

Economic Growth and the  Vis ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047:  The vis ion of  Viksi t
Bharat  2047 aims to transfor m India into a  developed nat ion by the
centenary of  i ts  independence.  To achieve this  object ive,  India  must  sustain
high economic growth,  improve product iv i ty,  and accelerate  technological
innovat ion.  In this  context ,  Agentic  AI has  emerged as  a  transfor mative
force  capable  of  dr iv ing economic expansion across  manufacturing,  logist ics,
commerce,  and services.  By enabl ing autonomous decis ion-making,
predict ive  analyt ics,  and intel l igent  automation,  Agentic  AI can
signif icant ly  enhance eff ic iency and competi t iveness  across  the  economy.  

India 's  ambit ion to become a USD 30 tr i l l ion economy by 2047 requires
sustained annual  growth of  approximately  7to8 percent .  Achieving such
growth wi l l  depend heavi ly  on product iv i ty  gains.  According to industry
est imates,  Art i f ic ial  Intel l igence could contr ibute  between USD 500 bi l l ion
and USD 1 tr i l l ion to India 's  economy by 2030 through increased eff ic iency,
innovat ion,  and automation.  

Further more,  India 's  AI market  i s  projected to exceed USD 17 bi l l ion by
2027,  making i t  one of  the  fastest-growing AI ecosystems global ly.

In manufacturing,  Agentic  AI can opt imize  product ion planning,  reduce
machine downtime through predict ive  maintenance,  and improve qual i ty
control .  These  improvements  are  part icularly  important  as  India seeks  to
raise  manufacturing 's  contr ibut ion from approximately  17 percent  of  GDP
to 25 percent  under  i ts  industr ial  development  strategy.  Similarly,  AI
powered logist ics  systems can reduce transportat ion ineff ic iencies  and
inventory costs.  Given that  logist ics  costs  account  for  nearly  13 to14 percent
of  India 's  GDP compared to the  global  benchmark of  8to10 percent  even
modest  eff ic iency gains  could generate  bi l l ions  of  dol lars  in  economic
savings  annual ly.  

Agentic  AI is  also expected to st imulate  innovat ion and employment.  India
already possesses  one of  the  world 's  largest  AI talent  pools,  with more than
600,000 profess ionals  working in  AI-related f ields.  As AI adoption expands,
new employment  opportunit ies  are  l ikely  to emerge in  data sc ience,  machine
learning,  robotics,  cybersecuri ty,  and digi tal  infrastructure.  Simultaneously,
AI dr iven startups and research ecosystems wi l l  foster  innovat ion and
attract  investment.  

Navigat ing Chal lenges  and Bui lding the Foundations  for  an Agentic  AI
Future:  While  Agentic  AI presents  immense opportunit ies  for  s trengthening
India 's  posi t ion in  g lobal  supply chains  and real iz ing the vis ion of  Viksi t
Bharat  2047,  i ts  successful  adoption also raises  s ignif icant  chal lenges  related
to cybersecuri ty,  data governance,  workforce  readiness,  and ethical  AI
deployment.  Address ing these  concerns  through comprehensive  pol icy
frameworks wi l l  be  essent ial  i f  India  is  to  leverage Agentic  AI as  a  s trategic
tool  for  economic growth and global  competi t iveness.  

One of  the  foremost  chal lenges  i s  cybersecuri ty.  As supply chains  become
increasingly  dependent  on interconnected AI systems,  the  r isk of
cyberattacks,  data breaches,  and digi tal  disrupt ions  grows substant ial ly.  A
successful  cyberattack on logist ics  networks,  manufacturing faci l i t ies,  or
cr i t ical  digi tal  infrastructure  could have severe  economic consequences.

According to recent  est imates,  cybercr ime is  expected to cost  the  g lobal
economy nearly  USD 10.5  tr i l l ion annual ly  by 2025.  For India,  protect ing
AI-driven supply cybersecuri ty  chains  frameworks,  through secure  robust
c loud infrastructure,  and res i l ient  digi tal  networks is  therefore  a  s trategic
necess i ty.  

Data governance represents  another  cr i t ical  concern.  Agentic  AI systems
depend on vast  quanti t ies  of  data for  decis ion-making and opt imizat ion.
However,  i ssues  related to data pr ivacy,  ownership,  securi ty,  and cross-
border  data f lows remain complex.  

AI & SECURITY SCENARIO

Agentic  AI can also enhance India 's  s trategic  autonomy by reducing
dependence on foreign technologies  and vulnerable  internat ional  supply
chains.  Recent  s tudies  indicate  that  96% of  Indian government  leaders  are
act ively  pursuing Sovereign AI strategies,  ref lect ing a  growing recognit ion
that  technological  sel f -rel iance is  c losely  l inked to nat ional  securi ty  and
economic res i l ience.  AIenabled supply chains  can help India monitor  cr i t ical
imports,  ident i fy  vulnerabi l i t ies,  d ivers i fy  sourcing networks,  and respond
rapidly  to geopol i t ical  disrupt ions.  

As India seeks  to achieve a  USD 30 tr i l l ion economy by 2047,  sustained
product iv i ty  growth wi l l  be  essent ial .  Agentic  AI-driven supply chains  can
contr ibute  s ignif icant ly  to  this  object ive  by enhancing eff ic iency,  reducing
costs,  and strengthening manufacturing competi t iveness.  Therefore,  the
pursuit  of  supply chain sovereignty through Agentic  AI should be viewed
not  merely  as  a  technological  modernizat ion effort  but  as  a  s trategic
pathway toward economic res i l ience,  industr ial  leadership,  and the
real izat ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047.

Strategic  Autonomy through Indigenous  AI Capabi l i t ies :  As the  global
economy becomes increasingly  dr iven by art i f ic ial  intel l igence,  data,  and
digital  technologies,  s trategic  autonomy is  no longer  conf ined to mil i tary or
diplomatic  domains.  Today,  a  nat ion 's  abi l i ty  to  develop,  control ,  and deploy
its  own technological  infrastructure  has  become a cr i t ical  deter minant  of
economic res i l ience  and geopol i t ical  inf luence.  For India,  the  v is ion of
Viksi t  Bharat  2047 requires  not  only  economic growth but  also technological
sel f -rel iance.  In this  context ,  bui lding indigenous AI capabi l i t ies  i s  essent ial
for  achieving strategic  autonomy in an increasingly  competi t ive  and
fragmented global  landscape.  

The global  AI ecosystem is  dominated by a  few technological ly  advanced
nations  and mult inat ional  corporat ions  that  control  AI models,  c loud
infrastructure,  semiconductors,  and digi tal  platfor ms.  For India,  excess ive
dependence on foreign AI technologies  can create  supply chain
vulnerabi l i t ies,  cybersecuri ty  r isks,  and data securi ty  concerns.  Such rel iance
may l imit  independent  decis ion-making in  cr i t ical  sectors,  affect ing strategic
autonomy,  economic res i l ience,  and competi t iveness.  long-ter m nat ional .  

To address  these  chal lenges,  India  must  invest  in  the  development  of
domest ic  AI infrastructure,  including high perfor mance computing faci l i t ies,
sovereign c loud systems,  semiconductor  manufacturing,  and indigenous
large language models.  The IndiaAI Miss ion,  supported by an al locat ion of
over  ₹10,000 crore,  represents  an important  s tep in  creat ing a  robust
nat ional  AI ecosystem. Such investments  wi l l  enable  India to reduce
dependence on foreign computat ional  resources  whi le  foster ing innovat ion
among domest ic  s tartups,  research inst i tut ions,  and industr ies.  

A secure  and sovereign data ecosystem is  v i tal  for  India’s  AI-driven future.
Leveraging platfor ms l ike  Aadhaar,  UPI,  DigiLocker,  and ONDC, India can
transfor m digi tal  data into a  strategic  asset .  Strong governance,  ethical  AI,
and indigenous AI infrastructure  wi l l  enhance innovat ion,  res i l ience,
strategic  autonomy,  and support  Viksi t  Bharat  2047.

Strengthening India's  Posi t ion in  Global  Supply  Chains :  In an era
character ized by geopol i t ical  uncertainty,  technological  disrupt ion,  and the
reconf igurat ion of  g lobal  product ion networks,  India 's  aspirat ion to become
a developed nat ion under  the  vis ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047 depends
s ignif icant ly  on i ts  abi l i ty  to  strengthen i ts  posi t ion within global  supply
chains.  As mult inat ional  corporat ions  increasingly  seek to divers i fy
manufacturing bases  beyond China through the "China+1" strategy,  India
has  emerged as  a  promising dest inat ion for  investment,  product ion,  and
innovat ion.  However,  capital iz ing on this  opportunity  requires  more than
low-cost  labor or  a  large  domest ic  market ;  i t  demands intel l igent ,  res i l ient ,
and technological ly  advanced supply chain ecosystems.  In this  regard,
Agentic  AI can serve  as  a  cr i t ical  enabler  of  India 's  g lobal  economic
ambit ions.  

The China+1 strategy has  gained momentum as  companies  seek to reduce
their  dependence on a  s ingle  manufacturing hub and mit igate  r isks
associated with geopol i t ical  tensions,  trade disputes,  and supply chain
disrupt ions.  India  possesses  several  advantages  in  attract ing such
investments,  including a  large  workforce,  expanding infrastructure,  favorable
government  pol ic ies,  and a  rapidly  growing digi tal  economy.  Yet ,  chal lenges
related to logist ics  eff ic iency,  supply chain vis ibi l i ty,  and operat ional
coordinat ion continue to affect  competi t iveness.  Agentic  AI offers  a
solut ion by enabl ing autonomous decis ion-making,  predict ive  forecast ing,
and realt ime opt imizat ion across  manufacturing and logist ics  networks.  

One of  the  most  s ignif icant  contr ibut ions  of  Agentic  AI l ies  in  enhancing
manufacturing eff ic iency.  Through intel l igent  automation,  predict ive
maintenance,  and data-driven product ion planning,  AI systems can minimize
downtime,  reduce operat ional  costs,  and improve resource  ut i l izat ion.  

These  capabi l i t ies  are  part icularly  important  as  India seeks  to increase  the
manufacturing sector ' s  contr ibut ion to GDP and establ ish i tsel f  as  a  g lobal
product ion hub.  AI-powered factories  can respond dynamical ly  to  market
demand,  opt imize  inventory levels,  and ensure  higher  product iv i ty,  thereby
making Indian industr ies  more competi t ive  in  internat ional  markets.  
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LAND, LABOUR AND DISPLACEMENT:
CONTINUITIES BETWEEN DO BIGHA
ZAMIN AND CONTEMPORARY RURAL
INDIA 

Subhaj i t  Ghosh;  UG III :  The modern landscape of  Indian agriculture
resembles  a  gal lery  of  broken promises,  where  the  romantic ized “Annadata”
has been reduced to a  stat is t ic  within corporate  gain.  While  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  pledged that  far mers ’ incomes would double  by 2022,  the
real i ty  has  shif ted toward dispossess ion and insecuri ty.  This  trajectory
mirrors  the  tragic  arc  of  Shambu in Do Bigha Zamin,  where  development
becomes an instrument  of  displacement.  Modernizat ion often masks a
deeper  moral  cr is is,  t ransfor ming the relat ionship between far mer and land
into a  transact ional  exchange dr iven by industr ial  capital .  The 1953 f i lm Do
Bigha Zamin,  directed by Bimal  Roy,  remains  a  powerful  lens  to  examine
India’s  socioeconomic evolut ion after  independence.  More than a  personal
story,  i t  cr i t iques  a  developmental  model  that  pr ior i t izes  industr ial  growth
over  agrarian stabi l i ty.  I t  captures  a  moment when the ideal ized agrarian
“motherland” col l ided with industr ial  ambit ion,  producing cycles  of
displacement  and labor exploitat ion that  pers is t  today.  Land,  once t ied to
subsistence and ident i ty,  becomes a  commodity  in  service  of  capital .  In  the
early  1950s,  India  attempted to dismantle  the  Zamindari  system and
implement  land refor ms.  Yet ,  as  the  f i lm shows through Shambu’s  pl ight ,
power remained concentrated.  The landlord’s  plan to bui ld  a  mil l  on his
land reveals  a  shif t  in  value—not as  l ivel ihood,  but  as  prof i t .  For the  far mer,
land represents  dignity  and continuity;  for  the  capital is t ,  i t  i s  an exploitable
asset .  This  ideological  conf l ict  underscores  the  violence embedded in
economic transi t ion.  

Shambu’s  migrat ion to Kolkata exempli f ies  the  “rural  push” behind
urbanizat ion.  He does  not  move in  search of  opportunity  but  i s  dr iven by
debt  and dispossess ion.  This  ref lects  a  broader  pattern where  rural  distress
fuels  migrat ion,  transferr ing poverty  from vi l lages  to  c i t ies.  In the  c i ty,  his
labour is  devalued.  His  transfor mation from cult ivator  to r ickshaw pul ler
s ignif ies  not  only  economic decl ine  but  also loss  of  ident i ty.  

The c i ty  becomes a  s i te  of  survival  rather  than progress.The f i lm also
explores  how displacement  reshapes  family  structures.  With men migrat ing,
women l ike  Parvat i  shoulder  greater  responsibi l i t ies,  ref lect ing the gendered
burden of  rural  distress.  When she enters  the  c i ty,  she  encounters  new
vulnerabi l i t ies,  h ighl ight ing the erosion of  community  support  systems.
Meanwhile,  Shambu’s  son Kanhaiya is  exposed to the  moral  ambiguit ies  of
urban survival ,  where  economic pressure  blurs  ethical  boundaries.

Pol i t ical ly,  the  narrat ive  unfolds  during the 195152 Indian general  elect ions,
suggest ing a  growing democrat ic  consciousness.  However,  this  democracy
appears  distant  from rural  real i t ies.  Electoral  part ic ipat ion fai ls  to  address
structural  i ssues  such as  indebtedness  and land al ienat ion,  exposing a  gap
between pol i t ical  promise  and l ived experience.  The f i lm’s  conclusion is  a
stark indictment  of  this  model  of  development.  Shambu’s  inabi l i ty  to
reclaim even a  handful  of  soi l  f rom his  land—now industr ial ized—
symbolizes  the  rupture  between far mer and land.  

I t  ref lects  a  system where  progress  i s  achieved at  the  cost  of  displacement
and environmental  disrupt ion.  In contemporary India,  the  relevance of  Do
Bigha Zamin remains  str iking.  I ts  themes pers is t  in  land acquis i t ion
conf l icts,  migrant  labor cr ises,  and agrarian distress.  The r ickshaw pul ler
has  evolved into the gig  worker,  navigat ing an unstable  urban economy
without  securi ty.  Yet  the  underlying dynamic remains  unchanged—a rural
push into precarious  l ivel ihoods.

Ult imately,  Do Bigha Zamin is  not  just  a  s tory of  the  past  but  a  ref lect ion
of  an ongoing struggle.  I t  chal lenges  the  meaning of  progress  in  a  society
where  growth often comes at  the  expense  of  those  t ied to the  land.  The
tension between agrarian roots  and industr ial  ambit ion remains  unresolved,
and the fence separat ing Shambu from his  land st i l l  s tands—stronger  and
harder  to cross.

AI & SECURITY SCENARIO AND
FILM REVIEW

As India advances  i ts  digi tal  economy,  robust  data protect ion regulat ions
and transparent  AI governance frameworks are  essent ial  for  safeguarding
nat ional  interests  and maintaining publ ic  trust .  Developing sovereign data
infrastructure  can further  reduce dependence on foreign digi tal  platfor ms
and strengthen technological  autonomy.  At the  same t ime,  a  shortage of
advanced AI expert ise  remains  a  s ignif icant  chal lenge.  To address  this  gap,
India must  invest  in  STEM educat ion,  AI-focused training,  research
inst i tut ions,  and industry-academia col laborat ion to bui ld  a  future-ready
workforce  capable  of  dr iv ing innovat ion and support ing the growth of
Agentic  AI.  

Ethical  chal lenges  such as  algori thmic bias,  transparency,  accountabi l i ty,
and job displacement  require  effect ive  regulatory overs ight .  To ensure
inclus ive  and responsible  AI development,  India  needs  a  comprehensive
Agentic  AI strategy al igned with Viksi t  Bharat  2047,  emphasiz ing
investments  in  AI infrastructure,  semiconductors,  cybersecuri ty,  indigenous
research,  s tartups,  and innovat ion driven publ ic-pr ivate  partnerships.

Conclus ion:  As India advances  toward the vis ion of  Viksi t  Bharat  2047,
Agentic  AI has  the  potent ial  to  become a transfor mative  force  dr iv ing
economic growth,  technological  sel f -rel iance,  and global  competi t iveness.  By
strengthening supply chain sovereignty,  enhancing strategic  autonomy
through indigenous AI capabi l i t ies,  improving manufacturing eff ic iency,  and
deepening integrat ion into global  value chains,  Agentic  AI can s ignif icant ly
contr ibute  to India 's  development  ambit ions.  However,  real iz ing this
potent ial  wi l l  require  robust  investments  in  digi tal  infrastructure,
cybersecuri ty,  data governance,  ski l l  development,  and ethical  AI
frameworks.  With a  forward- looking pol icy  approach,  India  can harness
Agentic  AI as  a  s trategic  catalyst  for  bui lding a  res i l ient ,  innovat ive,  and
global ly  inf luent ial  economy.
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The chapters  are  exquis i tely,  sensibly  br im with intr iguing,  largely  unheard,
diabol ical ly  consequential  case  studies  that  s tand as  watershed moments,
propel l ing the  reader  forward with exhi larat ion.  The Aung San-U Saw
rivalry  becoming the crucible  where  hope and betrayal  fused at  Bur mese
history’s  most  del icate  threshold;  the  twin batt les  of  Imphal  and Kohima as
major  turning points  in  the  Second World War;  Japan’s  complex role  in  the
l iberat ion of  Southeast  Asia  through independence struggle  of  Indochina
(the French colony of  present  day Vietnam,Cambodia,Laos) ;  how ‘Free
Bur ma’ and ‘Free  India’ were  both part  of  Japan's  ‘Greater  East  Asia  Co-
Prosperi ty  Sphere’ in  col laborat ion with INA, analyt ical ly  as  depicted,  root
Northeast  as  India’s  s trategic  front ier,  India’s  Act  East  Pol icy,  and also
sovereignty-f irst  Indo-Pacif ic  diplomacy.  

The book sequential ly  traces  narrat ives  of  v iolence and reparat ion -Calcutta
was revenged in  Noakhal i ,  Noakhal i  in  Bihar,  Bihar  in  Gar mukteshwar,  the
Part i t ion’s  pol i t ical  vacuum was capital ized on by Hindu nat ional is t  forces
and J innah’s  push for  Pakistan fractured the subcontinent ’s  pol i t ical
autonomy.  The access ion-cr is is  of  Junagadh (1947)  would almost  s tart  the
Indo-Pak war for  the  f i rst  t ime,  project ing ambiguous access ion disputes  as
existent ial  i ssues  for  the  country and continuing to inf luence India’s
hardl ine  stance on Kashmir  t i l l  date,  and refusal  to  internat ional ize  the
disputes.  Role  of  rock and rol l ,  in  birthing “ideas  of  cultural ,  sexual  and
pol i t ical  revolut ion to the  subcontinent”;  for  example,  the  pol i t ico-cultural
impact  of  Beet les ’ concert  in  Bangladesh War,  sett ing a  precedent  for  India’s
softpower today -  leveraging i ts  cultural  hybridity  through Bol lywood,
music ,  digi tal  media as  geopol i t ical  instruments.  More such case
i l lustrat ions  carrying substant ial  analyt ical  weight  are  unbiasedly,
transient ly  interpreted.The book enchants  with i ts  ravishing,  intr icately
woven narrat ive,  with poignant  tales  of  mult i faceted characters,  which
however  may feel  too much immersive,  or,  on the verge of  excess ive.Yet ,
upon rat ional ised scrut iny,  those  most ly  reveal  themselves  to  be
intel lectual ly  indispensable,  apt  to  the  context ' s  s inews.

The war of  the  borders  that  i s,  the  proxy wars  of  Nagaland,  Manipur with
India and Pakistan for  their  s tatehood,  as  exacerbated by both the colonial
and central  tutelage ;  Nehru 's  remark to the  demands of  the  ethnic
communit ies  as  “absurd… fairy  tale” ,  and the eventual  solut ion to the
“disturbances” there  (enactment  of  AFSPA),  do real ly  imply how India at
t imes succeeded in  suppress ing rebel l ions  harsher  than her  predecessor.  

Their  helplessness  as  torn between choosing two complete  foreign
nat ional i t ies  instead of  being granted independent  statehood,  i s  ref lected
when Naga rebel l ion leader  Angami Zaphu Phizo 's  relat ives  lamented,  “The
Naga revolt  against  India  was due to this  accident  of  geography whereby an
ethnic  community  was s lashed into various  bi ts  by art i f ic ial  front ier  l ines.”
Besides  the  ongoing protracted c iv i l  war  in  Myanmar,  insurgencies  in
Kashmir,  Baluchistan and Northeast  India,  the  Rohingya genocide;the deep-
seated c iv i l i sat ional  schisms behind the current  complexit ies  of  ethno-
pol i t ical  nat ional ism,  economic col lapses,  border  disputes  and proxy wars  as
South Asia  and Middle-East  grapple  with,  are  the  abiding legacies  of  the
afore  referred post-colonial  fractures.

Sam Dalrymple,  son of  the  bestsel ler  histor ian Wil l iam Dalrymple,  doesn ' t
conf ine himself  only  to the  past ' s  splendour l ike  his  father,  rather  through
his  v iv idly  rendered presentat ion of  history,  s tr ives  to  ent ice  his  readers
with deep quest ions, the  quest ions  which str ike  at  the  very marrow of
heri tage,  governance and diplomacy,  proving that  art  in  i ts  capacious and
preserving essence,  shields  the  devastat ing vest iges  of  human experience
from any decay.  One is  bound to ruminate:  Can nat ional  boundaries  s t i l l
d ictate  the  contours  of  c i t izenship in  a  world of  unbounded ident i t ies?  In a
world where  competing nat ional isms and transnat ional  aff i l iat ions
histor ical ly  as  wel l  as  present ly  intersect ,  doesn ' t  India 's  pursuit  of  s trategic
autonomy require  a  nuanced recal ibrat ion of  i ts  c i t izenship narrat ive,  one
that  reconci les  the  tensions  between nat ional  ident i ty  and the aspirat ions  of
i ts  g lobal ly  dispersed diaspora,  whi le  safeguarding i ts  sovereignty amidst
competing regional  and global  inf luences?

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK: SHATTERED 
LANDS: FIVE PARTITIONS
AND THE MAKING OF
MODERN ASIA 

AUTHOR: SAM DALRYMPLE

PUBLISHER: FOURTH ESTATE 2025 (Imprint
of  HarperCol l ins  Publ ishers)

Sananda Roy;  UG III :  A Saga of  Strategic  Recrystal l i sat ion of  ‘Middle
East ’ ,  ‘South Asia’ and ‘Southeast  Asia’ :  Shared Maps,  Buried Memories,
Colossal  Inheri tances  Who Belongs,  Who is  Othered?

An impress ive  mirror  to the  struggles  of  autonomy,  where  shattered
geographies  echo the praxis  of  survival  and the dialect ics  of  sovereignty and
ident i ty.  

“Someone who is  Bangladeshi  today was a  Pakistani  before  December 1971,
and before  August  1947,  he  or  she was an Indian c i t izen.  A man and his
place  of  birth may undergo transfor mations of  their  nat ional i ty  and
cit izenship without  his  being consulted,  internat ional  borders  may be
changed any number of  t imes.” —Raja Tridiv  Roy,  Chakma,  ”Shattered
Lands” 

With the decl ine  of  g lobal isat ion,  intensi f icat ion of  borders,  resurgence of
nat ional ism al l  across  the  world in  the  last  decade,  and as  the  economic,
social ,  pol i t ical  divides  across  South Asia  growing ever  wider,  we stand at  a
crossroads,  where  the  promise  of  interconnected future  g ives  way to
fractured sovereignt ies,  inst i tut ional ized exclus ion,  and individual  societ ies
renegotiate  ident i t ies,  power and sol idari ty  through pers istent  r ivalr ies.  And
suddenly,  among the din of  al l  these,  a  pol i t ico-histor ical  banger  l ike  this,
makes  one real ise  that  throughout  centuries,  under  the  spel l  of  col lect ive
amnesia,  the  fragi le  fabric  of  belonging has  always remained ensnared in
destruct ive  patterns  that  tumble  into obl iv ion,  again and again.  

Memory and history are  ref lect ions  of  the  same truth,  i f  one is  bent ,  the
other  fol lows in  i ts  shadow.This  luminous,  incis ive,  met iculous non-f ict ion,
unfolding over  400 pages,  compels  us  to  confront  a  press ing enigma :  Aren’t
we al l  but  dust  carr ied by the gales  of  pol i t ical  s tor ms -  bi ts  of  f lotsam in
the whirlwind of  pol i t ics,  t ied together  into one,  by invis ible  threads of
inheri ted wounds and res is tance?  

The book provokes  a  theoret ical  problem of  s trategic  s tudies :  can conf l ict -
aff l icted societ ies  ever  achieve genuine autonomy,  or  does  the  praxis  of
survival  necessar i ly  erode the puri ty  of  independence?  

1  sprawling empire.12 modern nat ions.  

Unmaking of  the  Bri t i sh Raj  was a  record of  ambit ion and betrayal ,  of
buried carnage and strange bedfel lows,  but  also,  much more than that .  I t
was the  discovery space,  more of  a  tr ial  centre  for  chart ing the map of  Asia,
as  i t  s tands today.  The f ive  part i t ions  that  spl intered ent ire  human
populat ions  in  the  subcontinent ,  went  on to carve out  India,  Pakistan,
Bangladesh,  Bur ma,  Nepal ,  Bhutan,  Yemen,  Oman,  the  UAE, Qatar,  Bahrain
and Kuwait ,  al l  bound together  unt i l  as  recent ly  as  in  1928,  under  a  s ingle
imperial  banner.  Imagine India rushing into frant ic  diplomatic  talks  in
Tehran to push for  conf l ict  de-escalat ion as  Iran str ikes  the  GCC nat ions,
and imposes  nat ionwide sweeping securi ty  restr ict ions  across  i ts  own
terr i tory.  Hard to picture,  r ight?  However,  the  occurrence of  such a
phenomenon would not  have been absurd,  i f  this  was the  1930s.  

Part i t ion of  Aden and Bur ma in 1937,  fragi le  yet  f iery  South Asian
communit ies  f ight ing l iberat ion struggles,  pol i t ics  and insurgencies
s imultaneous with the  World War II ,  Indo-Pak-creat ion’s  precarious  theatre
of  power,  pol i t ics  of  balkanizat ion of  pr incely  India,  Bangladesh War,
gueri l la  and proxy wars  s imultaneous with the  Cold War,  independence of
Dubai ,  Bahrain in  1971-  the  book binds together  al l  the  chapters  of  war,
exi le,  d ivis ion that  dis integrated the subcontinent  in  the  twentieth century,
manifested by fasc inat ing archival  excavat ion and mult i l ingual  spectrum of
grassroot- level  interviews.  

I t  navigates  through the panorama afforces  and J innah’s  push for  Pakistan
fractured the subcontinent ’s  pol i t ical  autonomy.  The access ion-cr is is  of
Junagadh (1947)  would almost  s tart  the  Indo-Pak war for  the  f i rst  t ime,
project ing ambiguous access ion disputes  as  existent ial  i ssues  for  the  country
and continuing to inf luence India’s  hardl ine  stance on Kashmir  t i l l  date,  and
refusal  to  internat ional ize  the  disputes.  Role  of  rockrious inf luent ial ,
authoritat ive  personas at  the  top,  as  wel l  as  of  the  displaced in  misery,  thus
construct ing a  nuanced picture  of  layered narrat ives  of  power and suffer ing
thriving on the very same page,  something that  cont inues  to dominate  Asian
geopol i t ics  even to this  day.  
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SPORTS

THE PYRE OF PLAY: HOW GEOPOLITICS
IS BURNING THE 2026 FIFA WORLD CUP

Manisha Ghosh;  UG III :  Sports  have histor ical ly  been a  medium for
crosscultural  exchange and a  tool  for  transcending pol i t ical  divis ions
through healthy competi t ion.  The FIFA World Cup has  histor ical ly  s tood as
a sanctuary of  g lobal  soft  power,  temporari ly  dissolving internat ional
r ivalr ies  under  the  banner  of  athlet ic  competi t ion.  As Canada,  Mexico,  and
the United States  prepare  to host  the  2026 FIFA World Cup tournament  this
summer,  this  g lobal  tradit ion is  rapidly  burning in  the  crucible  of  uni lateral
nat ional ism and escalat ing geopol i t ical  fr ict ion.  

Pol i t ics  have long conf l icted with the  image of  neutral i ty  that  FIFA str ives
to uphold.  Much of  the  narrat ive  leading up to the  2026 FIFA World Cup
centres  around the impl icat ions  of  several  controvers ial  pol ic ies  of  the
United States.  The Trump administrat ion’s  domest ic  immigrat ion
enforcement  and involvement  in  World Cup planning and communicat ions  i s
creat ing uncertainty for  fans  hoping to attend games in  the  United States
this  summer.  The expanded operat ions  of  the  U.S.  Immigrat ion and Customs
Enforcement  (ICE) and i ts  increasing presence in  American c i t ies  i s
concerning for  both internat ional  and domest ic  soccer  fans.  Addit ional ly,
the  Trump administrat ion has  boasted that  ICE wi l l  not  rule  out  conduct ing
raids  during off ic ial  World Cup events.  Also,  Pres ident  Trump has  suggested
relocat ing World Cup matches  scheduled to be held in  c i t ies  l ike  Boston and
Seatt le.  The administrat ion has  seemingly  targeted these  c i t ies  for  pol i t ical
reasons,  with Pres ident  Trump using the ter ms “radical  lef t” and
“communist” to descr ibe  each c i ty ’s  respect ive  mayor.  

Tri lateral  cooperat ion between the host  countr ies  i s  crucial  for  the
successful  execut ion of  World Cup events.  The United States ’ aggress ive
transact ional  drug enforcement  pol icy  and rhetoric ,  and uni lateral  mi l i tary
act ion in  the  region is  seen by many as  a  potent ial  threat  to  Mexico’s
sovereignty and sel f -deter minat ion.  

Canada has  seen i ts  exports  to  the  U.S.  s lashed by approximately  10% due to
punit ive  tar i ffs  and i ts  terr i tor ial  integr i ty  being threatened.  European
lawmakers  and soccer  f igures  are  act ively  championing boycott  campaigns
due to highly  controvers ial  proposals  such as  the  annexat ion of  Greenland.
Simultaneously,  the  tournament  is  paralyzed by acute  mil i tary tensions  in
the Middle  East .  Fol lowing the February 2026 Iran-U.S.  cr is is,  the  Iranian
team's  part ic ipat ion remains  highly  content ious.  After  a  shaky ceasef ire,
Trump claimed the Iranian team is  welcome but  noted i t  i s  ‘not  appropriate
that  they be there’ for  their  own safety.  In response,  Iran demanded that
FIFA str ip  the  U.S.  of  i ts  host  s tatus,  whi le  the  Iranian soccer  federat ion
threatened to boycott  off ic ial  D.C.  events  after  s taff  v isas  were  denied.
Moreover,  the  U.S.  enforces  travel  restr ict ions  on 39 countr ies,  including
qual i f ied teams l ike  Iran,  Hait i ,  Senegal ,  and Côte  d’Ivoire.  While  athletes
receive  narrow entry exemptions,  their  fans  are  s tr ict ly  barred,  codifying a
discr iminatory sett ing where  nat ions  can play but  their  c i t izens  cannot
watch.  

Ult imately,  the  2026 World Cup r isks  being remembered not  for  athlet ic
greatness,  but  as  the  tournament  where  sports  diplomacy per manently
shattered.  I f  the  world 's  most  inclus ive  game can only be played behind a
wal l  of  trade bans,  miss i le  diplomacy,  and ICE checkpoints,  the  quest ion
arises– is  the  spir i t  of  the  g lobal  game already dead before  the  f i rst  whist le
blows?
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	Convenors' Note
	t is with profound honor that we welcome Jadavpur University, a distinguished Indian academic institution dedicated to cultivating policy engagement, fostering informed discourse, and advancing critical scholarship in International Relations and Strategic Studies.
	The current transformation of international politics clearly shows that strategic autonomy and global realignment are the most effective concepts for comprehension. A multipolar order has taken shape in the wake of unipolarity’s decline, the return of great-power rivalries, a more diffuse distribution of economic and technological might, and the fracturing of global governance. This new order is defined not so much by any stable equilibrium as by the interplay of competitive and cooperative networks.
	In such an environment, strategic autonomy has evolved beyond a simple doctrine of non-alignment or policy independence into something far more dynamic. It is the means by which states can safeguard their sovereignty and decision-making prerogatives, expand their partnerships and agency, and all the while sidestep the rigidities of bloc politics. Theoretical lenses offer various ways to read this: for the realist it is about the balance of power and survival; liberal institutionalism points to its function within multilateral bodies and issue-based coalitions; constructivists would stress how identity and history inform foreign policy; and from a critical or postcolonial vantage point it is seen as an assertion of political and epistemic autonomy in the face of entrenched hierarchies.
	India's approach to strategic autonomy, characterized by its intricate grand strategy at the intersection of power, development, and normative leadership, warrants consideration beyond mere diplomatic preference. Amid a deep global realignment, what matters is not just India’s adaptation to multipolarity but also the role it plays in shaping its institutional and normative underpinnings. We invite scholars to this conference to put these questions to the test, examining the empirical and theoretical dimensions of India’s bid for influence in a world where such influence is more hotly contested, along with the contradictions and constraints that accompany it.
	We are therefore currently in a period of significant global shifts. The complex, multipolar world, along with climate change, unprecedented technological advancements, and evolving economic relationships, presents security challenges and other complexities that require a thorough, multidisciplinary analysis. The IRSC serves as a platform for students, policymakers, practitioners, and scholars to examine these issues from a multidisciplinary perspective and shape India’s global perception in an increasingly interconnected world.
	The Conclave has always aimed to bridge the gap between academic practice and public policy, and this year's event will be no exception. Our goal is to encourage evidence-based discussions and exciting ideas originating from different institutions and platforms. We also prioritize mentoring emerging researchers, connecting them with prominent experts to strengthen Indian IR scholarship.
	The IRSC, supported this year by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), is a flagship program of the Department of International Relations at Jadavpur University and promotes intellectual openness and methodological diversity. We hope the ensuing discussions at the Conclave will continue beyond the event, inspiring new research and policy ideas on global issues.
	The presence of speakers, guests, and participants helps make this Conclave a hub of ideas. We expect three days of productive discussions and lasting academic connections.
	ndian Constitution in its articles 14 and 15 promises Equality with legal binding and ensures opportunities without discriminations as normative principles and foundational commitments of the Indian Republic. It sets the tone for the ideals of a democratic nation. The egalitarian visions of Constitution framers under the leadership of Babasaheb Ambedkar has lifted the state from the darkness of prejudice and despicable hierarchies attached to human birth. Imaginations of the radical project of democratic modernity was institutionalized by the constituent assembly. The long walk towards modernity was not an easy task in a deeply gatekept Indian society. As Beneath the spectacle of Indian civilization, lied formidable glorification of humiliations, social exclusion, injustice and archaic ideas of liberty. Needless to say, Indian liberals pushed the narrative of cradle of civilization and cultural exceptionalism by aestheticizing thousands of years violent social past. Cultural supremacy was fused with casteist immoralities to subjugate and sanitise millions of marginaliseds to generate manufactured consent through coercion. The elite privilegeds refusal to reckon with the postcolonial attempts to democratise the idea of Nation remains an unfinished task. Anti colonial Philosopher Frantz Fanon aptly observed , Decolonisation is the putting into practice ‘’The last shall be first and the first last’’. The naked truth is, the desire of casteist colonial settlers remains obnoxiously fixated at structural superiority. The discomfort to confront with the anti-democratic realities testifies the quiet love for intergenerational privileges. Championing primordial ironies like Vikshit Bharat and MAGA movement endorses and activates the denials of course correcting the colonial violence and approves Whites and Upper Castes as racially superior and rest as subhumans. The social and moral ruptures that has undergone into framing of Shining India and Vishwaguru can be India’s very own template of Images of Incivilities. Therefore, Finding India a place in global world order may bounce back on its own face while democracy has not taken the social roots, the idea of liberty and equality is countered by the hegemonic brutalities. As the Faculty Convener of The International Relations Scholastic Conclave (IRSC),2026 Edition, I hope, we may go beyond enthusiastic endorsements of corporatised IR and foster emancipatory approaches to understand State in global politics.
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	THE CORRIDORS OF POWER: BRI & EMEC IN A STRATEGIC DUEL
	नेपाल चुनाव २०२६: भारत-नेपाल सम्बन्धमा यसको प्रभाव
	रास्वपाले पूर्वी नेपालमा जस्तै जनजन्ती बाहुल्य भएका सिटहरू पनि सफलता पाएको छ जहाँ किराती जाति उल्लेखनीय मतदान समूह बनाउँछन् ।यस चुनावमा रास्वपाले जात, क्षेत्र र पुस्तालाई पार गर्ने व्यापक राजनीतिक गठबन्धन सिर्जना गर्न सक्षम भएको छ जसको कारण यो सत्तामा पुगन सफल भएको छ । नेपाल दुई एसियाली शक्ति भारत र चीनको बीचमा अवस्थित भएका हुनाले काठमाडौँमा हुने कुनै पनि परिवर्तनमा दुवैको चासो छ। रास्वपाले आफ्नो घोषणापत्रमा भारत र चीन जस्ता दुई महाशक्तिहरू बीचको बफर राज्यबाट नेपाललाई उनीहरू बीचको समृद्ध पुलमा रूपान्तरण गर्ने वाचा गरेको छ। यसले दुवैप्रति सन्तुलित र कूटनीतिक दृष्टिकोण राखने लक्ष्य राखेको छ। यसले राजनीतिक पङ्क्तिबद्धताबाट आर्थिक सहयोगमा ध्यान केन्द्रित गरेको छ। यसले भारतसँगको कनेक्टिभिटी र यसको विद्युत व्यापार बढाउने कुरामा जोड दिँदै चीनबाट पूर्वाधार परियोजनाहरू सिक्ने र वित्तपोषण गर्ने लक्ष्य राखेको छ। घोषणापत्रमा भारतसँगको सीमा विवादलाई वार्ताद्वारा समाधान गर्ने पनि वाचा गरिएको छ। सरकारले भारतीय र नेपाली मुद्राहरू बीचको लामो समयदेखि चलिरहेको स्थिर विनिमयलाई पुन: वार्ता गर्ने वाचा गरिएको छ। यसले भारत र चीनलाई सन्तुलनमा राख्ने र एकतर्फ झुकावबाट बच्ने योजना बनाएको छ। यसले अघिल्लो ओली सरकारको चीन झुकावलाई सच्याउने लक्ष्य राखेको छ। रास्वपाले नेपालको जलविद्युत क्षमता बढाउने लक्ष्य राख्दै धेरैजसो बीआरआई (BRI) परियोजनाहरूमा केस-बाइ-केस अद्यन पनि गर्ने योजना बनाएको छ। धेरै विज्ञहरूले विदेश नीतिमा रास्वपा नेतृत्वको अनुभवको कमीलाई औंल्याउँछन्। नयाँ सरकारले अशांत र अस्थिर दुनियाँको सामना गर्नेछ। पश्चिम एसियामा संकट र यस क्षेत्रबाट धेरै नेपालीहरूको उद्धार यसको सबैभन्दा तत्कालको कठिन कार्य हुनेछ। सरकारको अर्को तत्काल चुनौती भनेको ७४७ मिलियन डलरको पहलबाट “अमेरिकी मिलेनियम चुनौती सहयोग कोष” व्यवस्थापन गर्नु र साथै अमेरिकाबाट थप सहयोग प्राप्त गर्ने प्रयास पनि गर्नु हो। नयाँ दिल्ली र बेइजिङबीच बढ्दो शंकाले नेपाललाई आफ्नो प्रभाव परीक्षण गर्नलाई उर्वर भूमि बनाएको छ।  भारतको लागि, काठमाडौँमा स्थिर पाँच वर्षे सरकार , भारत-नेपाल सम्बन्धमा नयाँ पुनर्स्थापनाको अवसर हो ; अघिल्लो ओली सरकारको चीन झुकाव सच्याउने अवसर हो। नयाँ दिल्लीले नयाँ सरकारको अनुरोदमा कोसी र महाकाली पानी सन्धिहरू जस्ता केही पानी सन्धिहरू पुन: वार्ता गर्न तत्पर छ। यद्यपि, नेपालमा शक्तिको शान्तिपूर्ण हस्तान्तरण र लोकतान्त्रिक अभ्यासलाई नयाँ दिल्लीले धेरै स्वागत गरेको छ किनकि यो आफ्नो छिमेकीमा अराजकताबाट जोगिएको छ साथै नेपालमा चीनसंग झुकाव भएका दल चुनावमा असफल भएका छन् ॥
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