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About

Internat ional  Relat ions  
               Scholast ic  Conclave

The Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave,  organised by the
Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions  at  Jadavpur Univers i ty,  i s  a  s tudent-
driven academic forum that  br ings  together  s tudents,  scholars,  and
profess ionals  to  engage with cr i t ical  g lobal  i ssues.  Since  i ts  incept ion in
2010,  the  conclave has  been a  pursuit  of  intel lectual  explorat ion,  a iming to
unravel  the  complexit ies  of  g lobal  pol i t ics.  By convening a  diverse  group of
experts  and students,  the  event  faci l i tates  in-depth discuss ions  and debates
on key themes in  Internat ional  Relat ions.  I t  serves  as  a  platfor m to
encourage cr i t ical  thinking,  promote academic excel lence,  and bridge the
gap between theory and real-world pract ice.  Bui lding on the success  of  the
previous edit ion,  which featured dist inguished speakers  such as  Christophe
Jaffrelot ,  Liyaqat  Ayub Khan,  Alka Acharya,  and Esther  Bri to Ruiz,  whose
expert ise  spans areas  l ike  Indology,  South Asian pol i t ics,  S ino-Indian
relat ions,  human r ights,  and diplomacy,  this  year’s  conclave wi l l  further
expand i ts  outreach.  The upcoming edit ion aims to enhance student
part ic ipat ion alongside internat ional  experts,  ensuring broader  engagement
and a more dynamic exchange of  ideas.  With an ant ic ipated increase  in
attendance,  the  impact  and reach of  the  event  are  expected to be greater
than ever.  Scheduled for  September 2026,  the  conference is  s trategical ly
planned to maximize  part ic ipat ion from the Organiz ing Committee,
attendees,  and esteemed guests  from prest ig ious  nat ional  and internat ional
univers i t ies  and inst i tut ions.  This  conference  wi l l  al low IRSC to foster  an
inclus ive  intel lectual  space for  s tudents  to  engage with press ing global
problems and nurture  a  funct ional  understanding of  adaptat ion patterns  in
internat ional  relat ions.

VisionVis ionVis ionVis ion

The Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave (IRSC) aspires  to  emerge as
a leading academic conclave dedicated to advancing cr i t ical  inquiry,  research,
and innovat ion in  Internat ional  Relat ions.  Rooted in  the  intel lectual  ethos of
the Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions,  IRSC seeks  to foster  infor med
and r igorous discourse  on Indian foreign pol icy,  contr ibute  to shaping India’s
worldview,  and deepen scholarly  and publ ic  understanding of  g lobal  pol i t ics.

Through high-qual i ty  conferences,  publ icat ions,  and research documentat ion,
IRSC aims to promote internat ional  relat ions  discourse  and ensure  i ts
meaningful  disseminat ion and ut i l i sat ion.  I t  envis ions  i tsel f  as  a  sustained
intel lectual  platfor m that  meaningful ly  connects  s tudents,  scholars,  and
pract i t ioners,  foster ing a  culture  of  research-driven dialogue whi le
strengthening academic excel lence.

ThemeThemeThemeTheme
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About
Department  of

      Internat ional  Relat ions               

The Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions,  establ ished in  1956,  i s  one of
the oldest  and most  esteemed inst i tut ions  in  the  country for  the  study of
Pol i t ical  Science and Internat ional  Relat ions.  Over  the  years,  the  department
has  act ively  contr ibuted to the  evolut ion of  pol i t ical  thought  whi le
maintaining a  strong commitment  to diverse  and hol is t ic  academic learning.
Recognized for  i ts  dist inguished faculty  and comprehensive  curr iculum, the
department  cont inuously  str ives  for  excel lence in  educat ion and research.
Our dedicat ion and perseverance have earned us  the  reputat ion of  being one
of  the  most  respected departments  for  Internat ional  Relat ions  in  the
country.  We focus  on equipping students  with in-depth knowledge of  g lobal
pol i t ics,  nat ional  and internat ional  affairs,  and contemporary geopol i t ical
issues,  part icularly  in  pol i t ical ,  s trategic ,  and economic domains.
The department  houses  the  Centre  for  Refugee Studies,  a  unique research
hub in  Eastern India,  and boasts  a  wel l -s tocked l ibrary with approximately
4,000 books covering relevant  topics.  Addit ional ly,  we subscr ibe  to nearly  56
prest ig ious  nat ional  and internat ional  journals.  A standout  feature  of  the
department  i s  the  Tarak Nath Das Research Centre,  which maintains  an
exclus ive  newspaper  c l ipping archive—the only one of  i ts  kind in  Eastern
India—containing around 25,000 f i les  on s ignif icant  nat ional  and
internat ional  i ssues.
The School  of  Internat ional  Relat ions  and Strategic  Studies,  set  up by the
department  in  1987,  encourages  interdisc ipl inary approaches  to advanced
study and research in  the  f ield  of  internat ional  relat ions  and strategic
studies,  promotes  col laborat ion among scholars  in  analys ing problems
having mult i -disc ipl inary dimensions,  faci l i tates  lectures,  seminars,  and
workshops,  funding research on issues  of  internat ional  concern.
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  t  i s  my honour to welcome everyone to the  13th edit ion of  the  Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave (IRSC),  organised by students  of  the  Department  of
Internat ional  Relat ions,  Jadavpur Univers i ty.

Establ ished in  1956 under  Professor  Pri twish Chakraborty and then Vice-Chancel lor  Triguna Sen,  the  Department  remains  eastern India 's  only  dedicated
department  of  i ts  kind,  recognised by the UGC across  three  DSA phases  and elevated to Centre  for  Advanced Studies  in  2009.  I ts  research architecture  extends
through the School  of  Internat ional  Relat ions  and Strategic  Studies  (establ ished in  1987) ,  the  Centre  for  Refugee Studies,  and the Hariprasanna Biswas Centre
for  India-China Cultural  Studies,  alongside the  SAGE-publ ished Jadavpur Journal  of  Internat ional  Relat ions.
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HoD’s  NoteHoD’s  Note

The IRSC, supported this  year  by the Indian Counci l  of  Social  Science Research (ICSSR),  i s  a  f lagship program of
the Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions  at  Jadavpur Univers i ty  and promotes  intel lectual  openness  and
methodological  divers i ty.  IRSC is  a  unique event  that  br ings  together  pol icy  experts,  pract i t ioners,  academics  and
students  to  inculcate  discourse  on diverse  academic areas  ranging from the most  press ing contemporary issues  in
the world of  Internat ional  Relat ions  to the  domest ic  pol i t ics  that  shape India’s  posi t ion on the global  level .  This
edit ion of  IRSC, carrying the theme ‘Strategic  Autonomy and Global  Re-al ignment  :  Exploring India’s  Prospect  in
a Mult ipolar  World’ ,  seeks  to analyse  the  contemporary World Order  and encourage a  wel l  infor med discourse  on
India’s  potent ial  in  the  same.  We expect  a  highly  engaging conference that  shal l  enr ich the understanding of  al l  the
part ic ipants  and contr ibute  last ingly  in  shaping the minds of  the  young students  who shal l  dr ive  India’s  future
growth in  the  Global  World Order.

As the Head of  the  Department,  I  urge each and every student ,  scholar  and faculty  member to ensure  their
engagement  with the  conference and meaningful ly  contr ibute  to making IRSC’26 a  grand success.  

Dr.  Kamaran M.K.  Mondal
Head of  the  Department,
Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions,
Jadavpur Univers i ty.



An academic conclave is  often understood through the days  during which i ts  sess ions  take place.  For us,  however,  the  Inter nat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave
2026 ,  i s  a  journey that  began long before  those  days  and wi l l  extend beyond them. It  has  been a  process  of  br inging together  ideas,  people,  and poss ibi l i t ies  and
of  learning what  i t  takes  to  turn an academic vis ion into a  col lect ive  real i ty.

The Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave (IRSC) has  been a  cher ished tradit ion of  the  Department  of  Inter nat ional  Relat ions ,  Jadavpur  Univers i ty  ever
s ince  i ts  incept ion in  2010.  Every edit ion has  carr ied this  legacy forward in  i ts  own way,  responding to the  quest ions  and concerns  of  i ts  t ime.  As Student
Coordinators  of  this  edit ion,  i t  has  been a  matter  of  profound honour and privi lege  to take responsibi l i ty  for  a  conclave that  has  been bui l t  and sustained by
generat ions  of  s tudents  before  us.  At  the  same t ime,  i t  has  made us  conscious of  the  responsibi l i ty  that  comes with adding another  chapter  to  this  cont inuing
tradit ion.

This  year,  that  responsibi l i ty  has  been guided by the idea of  “Power,  Pol icy,  and Poss ib i l i ty.”  Our theme,  Strategic  Autonomy and Global  Re-al ignment:  Explor ing
India’s  Prospects  in  a  Mult ipolar  World ,  asks  us  to  think about  power not  s imply as  something possessed by states,  but  as  something that  i s  constant ly  being
negotiated,  redistr ibuted,  and chal lenged.  The same idea has  shaped our understanding of  the  conclave i tsel f.  The power of  an academic space l ies  in  i ts  abi l i ty
to br ing different  perspect ives  into conversat ion,  and i ts  poss ibi l i ty  l ies  in  what  those  conversat ions  can create.

This  v is ion has  also received an important  inst i tut ional  encouragement  this  year  through the support  of  the  Indian Counci l  of  Social  Science  Research (ICSSR) ,
whose grant  to  IRSC ’26 is  a  recognit ion of  the  academic and scholarly  endeavour that  the  conclave seeks  to foster.  This  support  further  s trengthens our  efforts
to create  a  meaningful  platfor m for  students,  researchers,  scholars,  and pract i t ioners  to  engage with contemporary quest ions  in  Internat ional  Relat ions.  

This  i s  where  the  vis ion of  IRSC ’26 comes al ive  most  c learly.  The conclave is  not  conf ined to the  sess ions  that  wi l l  take place  in  September.  Over  the  past  several
months,  s tudents  have worked across  academic  research,  edi tor ia l ,  outreach,  documentat ion,  creat ive  product ion,  logist ics ,  and several  other  areas  to  bui ld  the
event  together.  The introduct ion of  a  new vert ical  s tructure  has  al lowed these  di fferent  for ms of  work to come together  within a  more organized and
col laborat ive  framework.

Our newsletters  have been another  part  of  this  journey.  What  began as  a  weekly ini t iat ive  nearly  twenty weeks ago has  grown into a  cont inuing conversat ion
around ideas  and events  in  internat ional  relat ions,  now extending into a  monthly  edit ion.  In this  sense,  our  effort  has  been to ensure  that  IRSC does  not  remain
l imited to a  calendar date  but  becomes a  space for  engagement  in  the  months  leading up to i t .

As the  conclave draws near,  the  various  events,  seminars,  and academic discuss ions  wi l l  ensure  that  the  process  of  preparat ion reaches  out  into the  larger
academic environment.  However,  for  the  success  of  this  edit ion of  the  conference,  the  true success  wi l l  be  in  the  number of  part ic ipants,  speakers,  or  sess ions  but
the conversat ions  they generate,  the  quest ions  they leave behind,  and the connect ions  they create  among students,  scholars,  and pract i t ioners.  This  experience has
been one of  leadership,  coordinat ion,  and teamwork for  us  too.

For us,  the  journey has  also been one of  learning to lead,  coordinate,  and work col lect ively.  The dedicat ion of  every member of  the  Organis ing Committee  has
made this  edit ion poss ible,  and the constant  guidance of  our  teacher  coordinators,  Dr.  Shibashis  Chatter jee  and Dr.  Subhaj i t  Naskar ,  has  g iven this  process  both
direct ion and encouragement.

As we continue towards the  conclave,  we carry with us  the  legacy of  what  the  IRSC has  been whi le  trying to imagine what  i t  can become.

With grat i tude and ant ic ipat ion,

Kushal  Deb
Srestha Naskar
Prapti  Sundass
Anurag

Student  Coordinators
Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave 2026
Department  of  Internat ional  Relat ions,  Jadavpur Univers i ty.
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From The Student  CoordinatorsFrom The Student  Coordinators

Kushal Deb Srestha Naskar Prapti  Sundass Anurag



দেবু দা হৃষিেকশ দা সমরেশ দা

Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave-এর  দীর্ঘ  ও  গুরুত্বপূর্ণ  পথচলায়  আমাদের  পাশে  থেকে  নিরন্তর  সহযো গিতা ,  দিকনির্দে শনা  এবং  উৎসাহ  প্রদানের  জন্য  বিভাগীয়  সকল
অশিক্ষক  কর্মচারীবৃ ন্দের  প্রতি  আমরা  আন্তরিক  কৃ তজ্ঞতা  জ্ঞাপন  করছি ।  তাঁ  দের  মূল্যবান  সময় ,  ধৈর্য  এবং  প্রতিটি  পর্যা য়ে  সহযো গিতা  আমাদের  কাজকে  আরও  সুসংগঠিত  ও  অর্থ বহ  করে
তু লতে  বিশেষ  ভূ মিকা  রেখেছে ।  
অনেক  সময়  কর্মচাপ ,  সময়ের  সীমাবদ্ধতা  কিংবা  বিভিন্ন  অনিশ্চয়তার  মধ্যেও  তাঁ রা  যেভাবে  আমাদের  পাশে  থেকেছেন ,  বিভিন্ন  সমস্যার  সমাধানে  সাহায্য  করেছেন  এবং  আমাদের  বিভিন্ন  উদ্যোগ
এগিয়ে  নিয়ে  যেতে  উৎসাহ  প্রদান  করেছেন ,  তা  বিশেষভাবে  উল্লেখ  না  করলেই  নয় ।  

IRSC- কে  শুধুমাত্র  একটি  অনুষ্ঠান  হিসেবে  নয় ,  বরং  একটি  সম্মিলিত  প্রয়াস  এবং  নিজেদের  ভাবনাকে  প্রকাশ  করার  একটি  পরিসর  হিসেবে  গড়ে  তু লতে  তাঁ  দের  অবদান  নিঃসন্দেহে  স্মরণীয় ।
তাঁ  দের  সহযো গিতা  ও  বিশ্বাস  ছাড়া  আমাদের  এই  যাত্রাপথ  দুরূহ  হতো ।  

IRSC-এর  পক্ষ  থেকে  সকল  অশিক্ষক  কর্মচারীবৃন্দ  (সরকারী  কাজে  নিযুক্ত  কর্মচারীবৃন্দ ,  তারকনাথ  গবেষণাকেন্দ্রের  পরিচালক  এবং  গ্রন্থাগা রিক )  তথা  বিশেষভাবে  উল্লেখযোগ্য  অনুপম  দা 'র
প্রতি  আমরা  আন্তরিক  ধন্যবাদ  ও  কৃ তজ্ঞতা  জ্ঞাপন  করছি ।  তিনি  ক্রমাগত  আমাদের  অনুষ্ঠান  সংক্রান্ত  বিভিন্ন  মুদ্রণকার্যে  বিশেষভাবে  সহায়তা  করে  চলেছেন ।  

এছাড়াও  গ্রন্থাগা রিক  পার্থ দা  এবং  তারকনাথ  গবেষণাকেন্দ্রের  পরিচালক  হৃষিকেশদা ,  আমাদের  মাসিক  নিউজলেটার  "PRAXIS" সকল  শিক্ষানুরাগী  মানু ষের  মধ্যে  পৌঁ ছে  দিতে  সহায়তা
করেছেন ।  আমরা  আমাদের  এই  উদ্যো গে  সমগ্র  বিভাগকে  একত্রে  পেয়ে  আন্তরিকভাবে  কৃ তজ্ঞ ।  আমরা  বিশ্বাস  রাখি  ভবিষ্যতেও  এই  সম্মিলিত  প্রয়াস ,  পারস্পরিক  সহযো গিতা  এবং  প্রাতিষ্ঠানিক
বন্ধনের  মধ্য  দিয়েই  IRSC আরও  বৃহত্তর  পরিসরে  এগিয়ে  যাবে ।  

ধন্যবাদান্তে ,  
কু শল  �দব
শ্রে�া  নস্কর
প্রাি�  সুন্দাস
অনুরাগ

ছাত্র  সমন্বয়কারী ,  
Internat ional  Relat ions  Scholast ic  Conclave 2026
আন্তর্জা িতক  সম্পক�  িবভাগ ,  যাদবপুর  িবশ্বিবদ�ালয়
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কৃ তজ্ঞতা  স্বীকার  

অনুপম দা পাথ� দা



1.The dispute grew into a wider war involving states whose interests extended well beyond the immediate theatre. Much of the fighting took place across mountainous terrain, before an agreement
eventually froze the battlefield without settling the political question beneath it. 
 The division endured, while the conflict itself  never acquired a definitive legal conclusion. One of the principal participants declined to formally endorse the agreement that brought the fighting to
an end. 

 What conflict is being talked about here?
Ans. ________________________

2. A newly seated Asian delegation once brought a grievance to the fledgling United Nations concerning how a fellow member state treated a minority tied to the delegation's own country. 

 The accused government's foreign minister - a former general who had helped draft the organisation's charter only three years before - invoked the very provision meant to protect states from
outside interference in their internal affairs. He lost the vote. 

 Legal historians now regard this moment as establishing a specific institutional "first" for the Assembly. What "first" is this episode credited with?
Ans. ________________________

3.A sky-God arms himself  with a weapon said to be unlike any other ever made, and sets out to face a dragon so immense it lies coiled across the mountains, its body blocking the world's rivers at
their source. Priests and hymns had long promised that this god was destined to be the one who would finally break the serpent's grip and set the world right. 

 When the dragon finally falls, thunder is said to roar and the earth to shake, but the myth's true climax comes after: the rivers the serpent had swallowed and hoarded come pouring out at last,
rushing forth to water the earth for the first time. What epic encounter is being referenced here?
Ans. ________________________

4. ***Identify the connection between the numbers, the way Georges Méliès would.
 2410925
2413556
2425160
2427967
2443289
2450044
2455184
Ans. ________________________

5. One episode of a children's animation aired exactly once, decades ago, and was never broadcast again anywhere in the world. Within minutes, hundreds of young viewers were hospitalized after a
strobing on-screen effect triggered seizures nationwide.
The story exploded internationally, unexpectedly giving the obscure children's programme enormous worldwide publicity just as it was beginning its international expansion. 

 The franchise would go on to become the highest-grossing media franchise in entertainment history, while the incident permanently changed the way animated television handled rapidly flashing
imagery.

 Name the episode referenced here.
Ans. ________________________

6.***I crossed into a continent-scale conflict carrying nothing that could kill, attached to no regiment and flying no flag of my own - just a handful of colleagues sent by a movement that could not
yet call itself  a state. I worked at the same forward hospital already made famous by another foreign volunteer before me, a name history remembers more readily than mine. I outlasted my own
countrymen there, stayed on alone, and never went home. 
 Decades later, the nation I had bled for on someone else's behalf  built me into something closer to a national emblem than a footnote - invoked even now whenever two of the oldest civilizations
need reminding that they were, at least once, on the same side. Who am I?
Ans. ________________________

7.***X arrived alongside a famous comet and, by coincidence or perhaps appointment - left when it returned. They once navigated a great river before becoming better known for navigating the
absurdities of human nature, while their wardrobe eventually became almost as recognizable as their writing. They wrote about boys, kings, knights, and the darker side of civilization, admired
inventors, befriended presidents, and managed to lose a fortune chasing a hopeless investment. 
 X was a humourist, skeptic, adventurer, and relentless critic of society. Long before one of Japan’s most famous modern literary genre Y took the world by storm, X had already imagined its core
premise. 
Identify X and Y. 
Ans. ________________________

8.Our name has carried more than one meaning over time. We have spent much of the last decade moving between worlds that rarely share the same stage, appearing before international institutions
and speaking on matters far removed from the field in which we first became known.
Our journeys have taken us across oceans under privileges normally reserved for official representatives, while our work has brought recognition from organisations whose membership extends far
beyond our homeland. Yet despite all this, one of our more recent honours came not from an international body, but from a country's highest seat of government, where we were welcomed as
distinguished visitors and presented with a commemorative plaque.
Who are we?
Ans. ________________________

9. Long before it was possible, X approached space travel like an engineer rather than a dreamer, reasoning out the launch site, the size of the crew, the design of the vessel, the length of the voyage,
and how the travellers would make it home. 
 Decades later, Y unfolded in reality, matching that imagined journey point for point: the same launch region, a crew of equal size, a comparable timeline, and the same manner of return. Who was
X, and what was Y?
Ans. ________________________

10. X is a two-time Academy Award winner, having first been married to a beloved sitcom icon and later to a co-star from one of the most celebrated spy films in cinema. Y is the lead actress of a
long-running medical drama and is famously associated with coining the term “pick me.” Z is the protagonist of an NBC police procedural and holds the distinction of being the longest-running
character in an American primetime drama.
All three are connected to A, who received an honorary doctorate from New York University. What is the connection between X, Y, Z and A?
Ans. ________________________

11. In September 2012, a city on the far eastern edge of the map from a river-side metropolis nicknamed the 'City of Joy', hosted a quiet milestone: a century still remained on a countdown. The two
cities share the same initial ‘K’.
What was the celebration?
Ans. ________________________
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12. The father of the child in the picture wrote a play “X”  that shares its name with a local festival and a structure. From the aforementioned structure, if  you move northward
along a riverside, you may reach the Eastern Hemisphere’s oldest mechanised golden-fibre mill, which would have existed in its historical form had it not been destroyed by a
blaze in the exact year when the Crown took power. 
What is X here?
Ans._________________________
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FROM CLASSROOMS TO CLOSED
DOORS: THE SYSTEMATIC ERASURE OF
AFGHAN WOMEN

Arpam Ghosh;  UG III :   The struggle  of  Afghan women is  no longer  merely
about  access  to  educat ion or  employment,  now i t  has  become a struggle
against  the  systematic  erasure  of  women from publ ic  l i fe.  S ince  the  return of
the Tal iban to power in  2021,  the  publ ic  l i fe  in  Afghanistan has  descended
into a  disastrous state,  and the everyday l ives  of  women have become
pathet ic .  The schools  in  Afghanistan have become empty of  females.  Today,
Afghanistan tragical ly  i s  the  only  country in  the  world where  secondary and
higher  educat ion are  str ict ly  forbidden to gir ls  and women.  About  2.2
mil l ion women are  now prohibited from attending school  beyond the
primary level  due to the  imposit ion of  this  regress ive  pol icy.

The voices  of  women are  being suppressed.  The “Law on the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevent ion of  Vice,” was introduced by the Tal iban government
in the  summer of  2024.  This  law prohibits  women from speaking in  radio or
in media,  leading to the  rapid disappearance of  women's  voices  in  Afghan
journal ism.  Since  2021,  more than 80% of  women working in  media have lost
their  job and have been barred from journal ism.  This  cannot  be  c la imed as  a
governance measure;  rather,  i t  i s  the  suppress ion of  women’s  voices,  a imed
at  promoting an orthodox social  order  and strengthening barbaric
patr iarchy.

Women in Afghanistan are  also facing severe  health dispari t ies,  as  they are
being deprived of  and prohibited from access ing adequate  healthcare
faci l i t ies.  I t  should be noted that  the  women in Afghanistan are  being
prohibited from access ing educat ion and are  being removed from their  jobs,
this  has  led to a  s ignif icant  decl ine  in  the  number of  women doctors.
Further more,  the  Tal iban government  had restr icted women in many
provinces  from being treated by male  doctors.  This  i s  worsening women’s
access  to  equal  and adequate  healthcare  faci l i t ies.  Merely  this  i s  no longer
an issue of  prefor ming discr iminat ions  against  women;  i t  i s  the  systematic
erasure  of  women’s  existence from society.

The Tal iban government  had issued a  decree,  that  the  men are  al lowed to
beat  their  wives,  so long t i l l  they don’t  break their  bones  or  leave vis ible
spots.  The Tal iban says  al l  their  laws al ign with the  Is lamic  Sharia  Law and
has rel ig ious  legi t imacy.  “If  a  husband beats  his  wife  so severely  that  i t
results  in  a  broken bone,  or  an open wound,  or  a  black and blue wound
appears  on her  body,  and the wife  appeals  to  a  judge,  then the husband wi l l
be  considered an offender,” the  decree  says,  “A judge should sentence him to
15 days  imprisonment.” The punishment  for  animal  abuse holds  more severe
punishment.  Anyone who forces  animals  l ike  dogs  and cockerels,  are  said to
be punished with f ive  months  imprisonment.

This  systematic  oppress ion and imposit ion of  hyper-orthodox pract ices  upon
women is  leading to the  extreme vulnerabi l i ty  of  the  condit ion of  women in
Afghanistan.  Where women are  deprived of  gett ing proper  educat ion,
prohibited to lead a  healthy l i fe,  refrained from access ing adequate  legal
aids,  denied to speak up,  and domest ic  v iolence against  women are  just i f ied,
this  i s  the  process  of  the  emergence of  barbaric  society.  Therefore,  i t  can be
said that  the  Tal iban government  i s  leading the creat ion of  the  state  to  an
anti -woman,  male  centered society  character ized by an extreme for m of
patr iarchy.
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MORE THAN A CORRIDOR, A CLAIM:
WEST BENGAL'S PLACE IN ACT EAST  

Aditya Chourasiya;  UG III :  India’s  Act  East  Pol icy  has  endless ly  c irc led
around the Northeast  -  Assam, perhaps Arunachal ,  or  a  highway towards
Myanmar -  and Kolkata being always drawn out  of  i t .  In  Delhi ’s  white
papers :  West  Bengal  i s  treated as  merely  a  “pass-point” to somewhere more
interest ing -  to  the  East .  Although West  Bengal  bui l t  the  door to India’s
eastward ambit ions,  i t  remains  stranded at  the  gateway.

Act  East  Pol icy  is  India 's  push to bui ld  strategic  and economic t ies  with the
Eastern world,  a  response to the  global iz ing,  post-Cold War order.  I t  grew
out of  the  earl ier  Look East  Pol icy  and sharpened into Act  East  in  2014 as
ASEAN's  inf luence rose  marking a  shif t  from mere for mal i t ies  to  real  act ion
with Southeast  Asia.And Bengal  holds  two keys  to this  ambit ion:  the
Si l iguri  Corr idor,  a  22-ki lometre  str ip  that  connects  mainland India to the
Northeast  and onwards to Myanmar and Vietnam, and the Kolkata Port ,  a
“Launchpad” into any eastern act ion.  Every rupee of  Act  East
infrastructure,  every BIMSTEC ambit ion,  and every Kaladan project ,
depends on this  chicken-neck holding.  That ’s  why,  i f  the  Northeast  i s  Act
East ' s  face,  Bengal  i s  def ini tely  i ts  spine.

India’s  Act  East  Pol icy  has  endless ly  c irc led around the Northeast  -  Assam,
maybe Arunachal ,  or  a  highway towards Myanmar -  and Kolkata being
always drawn out  of  i t .  In  Delhi ’s  white  papers :  West  Bengal  gets  treated as
merely  a  “pass-point” to somewhere more interest ing -  to  the  East .  Although
West  Bengal  bui l t  the  door to India’s  eastward ambit ions,  i t  remains
stranded at  the  gateway.

Act  East  Pol icy  is  India 's  push to bui ld  strategic  and economic t ies  with the
Eastern world,  a  response to the  global iz ing,  post-Cold War order.  I t  grew
out of  the  earl ier  Look East  Pol icy,  and sharpened into Act  East  in  2014 as
ASEAN's  inf luence rose  marking a  shif t  from mere for mal i t ies  to  real  act ion
with Southeast  Asia.  Bengal  holds  two keys  to this  ambit ion:  the  Si l iguri
Corridor,  a  22-ki lometre  str ip  that  connects  mainland India to the
Northeast  and onwards to Myanmar and Vietnam, and the Kolkata Port ,  a
“Launchpad” for  any eastern act ion.  Every rupee of  Act  East  infrastructure,
every BIMSTEC ambit ion,  and every Kaladan project ,  depends on this
chicken-neck holding.  That ’s  why,  i f  the  Northeast  i s  Act  East ' s  face,  Bengal
is  def ini tely  i ts  spine.

Yet ,  Act  East  has  always remarked the Northeast  as  the  “Bridge-Head” to
ASEAN, ignoring the fact  that  nothing east  of  Delhi  can move without
Kolkata.  Even the for mer CM Mamata Banerjee  cal led Bengal  the  gateway to
South East  Asia,  the  Northeast  and eastern India in  the  Business  & Industry
conclave,  a  c la im that  both the state  and Centre  could not  disagree  on.

While  the  Northeast  r ight ly  received the Trans and Arunachal  Highway and
new air  connect iv i ty  schemes,  Bengal  watched i ts  own Kolkata Port  decl ine
for  decades,  the  Kaladan Project  s tal l  for  year  after  year,  and i ts  c la im to
the Centre ' s  attent ion and private  investment  quiet ly  being pushed as ide.
Kolkata was the  busiest  port  on this  coast  -  once a  beat ing heart  of  the
Brit ishers  who ran their  empire ' s  ambit ious  trade through i t  -  but  by the
21st  century,  i t  had lost  i ts  s ignif icant  cargo share  from Nepal  and Bhutan
to Bangladesh’s  Chittagong port .  A port  with two centuries  of  trading
prest ige  los ing i ts  ground to our neighbour’s  modernised harbour.  Kolkata
lost  i t  because  of  neglect  -  the  same neglect  that  kept  the  Kaladan project
stal led for  over  a  decade.

For the  concluding remark,  i t  i s  unsuitable  for  the  Indian state  to  bui ld  a
corr idor  and starve the  state  i t  runs  through,  and then cal l  that  “strategy”.
Kolkata Port  needs  money and investment,  and Kaladan needs  an actual
deadl ine.  But  even al l  this  wi l l  not  f ix  the  real  problem, which is  not
infrastructure  but  of  attent ion,  focus  and importance.  Unti l  that  happens,
Act  East  wi l l  only  keep running “through” Bengal  without  ever  running
“with” Bengal .

GLOBAL
AFFAIRS & GEOPOLITICS



THE PARADOX OF LIBERATION:
RESTORATION OF THE PAST, THE
EXCLUDED, AND DECOLONIAL
ALTERNATIVES IN INDIAN AND
AFRICAN THOUGHT –
DECOLONIZATION OR DEGRADATION? 

Sananda Roy & Manal i  Moul ik;  UG III :  “Imperial ism leaves  behind germs of
rot  which we must  c l in ical ly  detect  and remove from our  land and our  minds  as
wel l .”  —Thomas Sankara (Former Pres ident  of  Burkina Faso)

After  the  end of  World War II ,  new conf l ict  between the l iberal  capital is t
camp and social is t  camp took place  in  g lobal  pol i t ics.  Along with that ,
another  major  change happened.  I t  was the  col lapse  of  the  colonies  of
European countr ies.  From the 1960s  onwards,  many new nat ion-states
emerged in  Asia,  Afr ica and Latin America.  A UN report  mentions  that  in
1939,  free  nat ion-state  in  Afr ica was only  one,  which increased to 50 or
more just  after  a  few decades.  National is t  ar med struggle,  internat ional
pressure,  economic col lapse  caused by the damage of  the  second world war,
weakness  in  foreign pol icy  and the mil i tary system were  responsible  for  that .
Just  the  establ ishment  of  a  free  nat ion-state  with an independent
government,  codif ied const i tut ion,  independent  judic iary and nat ional is t
phi losophy doesn ' t  ref lect  the  real  spir i t  of  decolonizat ion.  The decoloniz ing
process  should run paral lely  in  socio-cultural  and economic spheres  along
with pol i t ical  independence.  Imperial is t  powers  a imed to extend their
inf luence into the socio-economic and cultural  sphere  of  a  colonized
country.  This  was inf luent ial  in  two ways :  to  bui ld  their  own hegemony and
to demolish the  conf idence of  the  subjugated nat ion.  However,  the  concept
of  ‘decolonizat ion’ may refer  to  the  ‘wither ing away of  colonial  pract ices ’ ,
but  past  g lor i f icat ion and complete  el iminat ion of  colonial  refor ms may lead
to regress ion of  society.  Hence,  the  debate  on decolonizat ion demands to be
looked at  from an intersect ional  and sc ient i f ic  lens.

Historical  decolonisat ion was an internat ional  l iberat ion project  that
reached the height  of  i ts  pol i t ical  opt imism in the  1960s  and ’70s  ,  that
sought  to rect i fy  racism and other  injust ices.  However,  these  connect ions
dissolved as  many postcolonial  s tates  were  unable  to  provide peace and
prosperi ty  to  their  c i t izens.  Modern discuss ions  of  decolonizat ion are
largely  amorphous,  spanning cultural  cr i t ique,  pol i t ical  economy,  ident i ty
pol i t ics,  and epistemic  debates  without  a  s ingle  unifying framework,  and  
are  s imi larly  contest ing and s l ippery.

Diverse  Discourses  and Gender-Class-Caste-Minori ty  quest ions  :  Are
decolonial  a l ter nat ives  paradoxical ly  exclus ionary ?  

As Post-Colonial  theories  highl ight ,  colonial  rule  reshaped economies,
ident i t ies,  and hierarchies,  leaving postcolonial  nat ions  with exploitat ive
structures  that  cont inue dr ive  el i te  dominance and neo-colonial  inequal i ty.
In “Can the Subaltern Speak?” Gayatr i  C Spivak shows how these  forces
converge to s i lence  the  “subaltern,” especial ly  women,  through what  she cal ls
epistemic  v iolence :  colonial  oppress ion subsuming subaltern voices,
patr iarchal  oppress ion marginal iz ing women and inner  c lass /  caste
oppress ion.  Homi K Bhaba’s  assert ion that  hybrid ident i t ies  are  for med in
the Third Space:  an in-between zone where  the  colonizer  and the colonized
interact ,  creat ing new cultural  meanings  and ident i t ies  beyond tradit ional
binaries  and John McLeod’s  emphasis  that  “the discourse  of  colonial ism is
forever  embatt led and spl i t  by ambivalence and mimicry,” re inforce  the  idea
that  colonial  authority  i s  never  absolute.Para-colonial  and Modern-colonial
theories  cr i t ic ise  the  Euro-centr ic  ‘ internal  colonial i ty  of  power’ ,  decolonial
theorists  l ike  Aníbal  Qui jano,  through his  concept  of  colonial i ty  of  power
and knowledge and Walter  Mignolo,  through Epistemic  disobedience suggest
Pluriversal i ty-  “  a  world where  many worlds  f i t” ,  where  no s ingle  hegemonic
worldview possesses  the  sole  key to understanding,  governing,  or  sustaining
the world.

Apart  from the proposit ion that  despite  the  col lapse  of  the  colonial  empires,
the  project ion of  economic and epistemic  asymmetr ies  survives  colonial ism,
producing neocolonial ism or  internal  colonial ism,  decolonisat ion is  a  plexus
of  concrete  experiences  related to economy,  race,  gender,  sexual i ty  and
abi l i ty.  In his  landmark essay on the ‘colonial i ty  of  being,’ Maldonado-
Torres  (2007)  argues  that  colonial i ty  entai ls  mult iple  dimensions of
oppress ion,  per meating culture,  labor,  intersubject ive  relat ions,  and
knowledge product ion,  shaping everything from academic standards  to
cultural  nor ms,  societal  aspirat ions,  and the sel f -percept ion of  individuals
and they are  intersect ing in  nature,  hence requir ing mult i -dimensional
approach.For María  Lugones,  the  colonial i ty  of  gender  def ines  the
“racial ized,  capital is t ,  gender  oppress ion” that  can be overcome by
“decolonial  feminism.”In her  foundational  1997 book The Invent ion of
Women,  Oyěwùmí chal lenged the cross-cultural  universal i ty  of  patr iarchy.
Using the Yorùbá society  as  a  case  study,  she demonstrated that  pre-colonial
Yorùbá social  organizat ion was based on relat ive  age and seniori ty,  not
gender.  The Western imposit ion of  a  biological ,  patr iarchal  binary
fundamental ly  " invented" gender  inequal i ty  in  Afr ica which is  “colonial i ty
of  gender”.
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Modern scholars  dist inguish between decolonisat ion and decolonial i ty,  the
for mer is  a  histor ical  process,  locked in  the  past  whi le  the  latter  i s  an
ongoing struggle.  Decolonial i ty  i s  the  unf inished project  of  “decoloniz ing
knowledge” -  exposing and del inking from Eurocentr ic  matr ix  of  thinking.
Many inst i tut ional  and academic approaches  put  out  cal ls  for  resurgence of
indigenous knowledge systems to counter  colonial  matr ix  of  thinking.
However,  Chen (2010) :  argued that  decolonizat ion aims to “deconstruct ,
decenter,  disart iculate” colonial  ideas  and “reconstruct  and reart iculate  new
imaginat ions.” Colonial ism was a  “cocreat ion” of  colonizer  and colonized,
so the pre-colonial  i sn’t  pure  or  untouched -  colonial  rule  already reshaped
ident i t ies,  and one can’t  unmix i t .  Hence,  even “cr i t ical  syncret ism” -
ident i fy ing with other  subaltern groups ,  r i sks  becoming a  watered-down,
purely  theoret ical  vers ion i f  i t  remains  outs ide  the  imperial  center.  True
l iberat ion is  not  achieved by bui lding a  museum of  the  pre-colonial  past .
Here  l ies  one of  the  biggest  theoret ical  and pract ical  farces  and injust ices  in
the name of  “decolonisat ion”.

The talk of  decolonisat ion has  become disparate  and attenuated from the
histor ical  events  of  decolonisat ion .  The gap between promises  and actual i ty
of  cont inued power structures  has  led to the  analyt ical  and pol i t ical  space
implying a  wide,  ec lect ic  and contrast ing array of  individuals,  groups and
projects  to  wield the  concept  of  ‘decolonisat ion’ to  generate  support  for
their  endeavours.  The Argent ine  economist  and the UN have cal led for
broader  educat ional  decolonisat ion.  Again,  in  response to the  Gaza War,
cr i t ics  l ike  Simon Sebag Montef iore  condemn decolonisat ion as  an ideology
that  delegi t imises  Israel i  sovereignty and reframe decolonisat ion as  a
“pejorat ive” rather  than a  continuat ion of  ant icolonial  l iberat ion.  In India,
ironical ly  the  Hindu National is t  government’s  focus  has  been on “  cultural
decolonisat ion”,  of  the  country’s  own ant i -colonial  and nat ional is t  s truggles
-  Nehruvian “  secular  modernity  “  becomes sel f -hat ing colonial  hangover  ,
and the targets  of  decolonisat ion have become imperial  cultural  remnants  of
the Engl ish language ( the  al ternat ive  to which,  Hindi  ,  i s  not  even the birth-
language of  most  Indians)  and the presence of  Is lam. However,  the  Indian
government  does  l i t t le  to  divest  i tsel f  of  the  tools  inheri ted from the Bri t ish
Empire  that  they st i l l  f ind useful ,  l ike  the  Ar med Forces  (Special  Powers)
Act  1958,  which has  v ivid imperial  or ig ins.  Al l  the  above discourses  of
economic,  cultural ,  educat ional  and ideological  decolonisat ion are  not
compatible  with each other,  and do not  a im s imply for  “  l iberat ion”.
Cultural  mobi l i sat ion amongst  al l  represents  a  change in  who mobi l i ses  the
discourse:  from those  who res is t  powerful  establ ished governments,  to  one
of  those  governments  i tsel f.  Therefore,  i t  i s  a  reconst i tut ion of  the  history
of  decolonisat ion.  

Eastern revival ism raises  an important  quest ion:  should texts  such as  the
Manusmrit i  and the Shariat  be  embraced as  part  of  the  decolonizat ion
project?  The Katyayana Smrit i ,  for  instance,  prescr ibes  that  a  king should
pour molten lead into the ears  of  a  Shudra for  merely  hearing the rec i tat ion
of  the  Vedas.  Can such injunct ions  legi t imately  be  celebrated as
manifestat ions  of  decolonizat ion?  In India,  exclus ionary cultural  revival is t ic
tools  framed as  “decolonisat ion” have often been deployed to re inforce
majori tar ian ident i ty  rather  than plural ism -  sanskri t izat ion of  curr icula,
textbook revis ions  for  Hindu c iv i l i sat ional  g lory,  “  rec la iming”temple-
centr ic  her i tage projects,  etc .  These  “tradit ional” pract ices  framed as
decolonial  revival ,  tact ical ly  s idel ine  Dal i t ,  Adivasi ,  and regional
epistemologies,  often re inforce  caste  hierarchies  and patr iarchal  norms.
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Case studies  from the  perspect ive  of  two stalwarts  from the  same cont inent
but  d i f ferent  gender  (Nogûgí  Wa Thiong O and Nawal  -  Al  -Saadawi)

1.    Nogûgi  Wa Thiong 'o,  a  famous writer  of  Kenya,  descr ibed his  chi ldhood
days very consciously  in  his  two renowned books -  “In the house of  the
interpreter"  and “Dreams in  a  t ime of  war.” He has  been a  prominent
theorist  of  decolonizat ion s ince  an early  per iod.  His  world-famous book
‘Decoloniz ing the mind:  The pol i t ics  of  language in  Afr ican l i terature’ was
publ ished in  1986,  his  other  books l ike  Wizard of  Crow,  Petals  of  Blood and
Weep Not Chi ld and many more.  
Nogûgí  descr ibed their  immense struggle  against  poverty  to study in  school .
When they went  to buy unifor ms ,  the  9  year  old Nogûgí  saw a photo of  an
Indian leader  and phi losopher.  He was M.K.Gandhi .  Many Afr icans  and
also Thinong O refused to study in  the  colonial  Kiryere  school .  Most  of
them were  under  colonial  ownership.  They imposed condit ions  on al l
s tudents  and employees  such as  the  fol lowing :

            I .  Genital  Muti lat ion of  al l  the  Gikyuyu chi ldren (special ly  g ir ls )
must  be  restr icted.

          II .  No one related to their  inst i tut ion can ' t  be  the  fol lower or  member
of  Jomo Kenyatta  (He wi l l  be  f i rst  PM after  a  few years)  or  his  group
Kikuyu central  associat ion.

       III .  Membership in  inst i tut ions  other  than the Christ ian miss ionary or
government  associat ion wi l l  not  be  al lowed.

So many Afr icans  took i t  as  an offence against  their  culture  and community
sent iments.  The female  genital  muti lat ion is  real ly  a  brutal  pract ice  among
the Afr icans.  He kept  his  ent ire  fa i th on the old perspect ive  of  the
muti lat ion process.  Before  colonial  rule  occupied Kenya,  seniors  and elders
used to decide a  s ingle  for  the  muti lat ion of  al l  the  teenage boys.  I t  had
three  segments  i )  Preparat ion i i )  Sunnat  (genital  muti lat ion)  and i i i )
recovery.  In the  past ,  the  ent ire  community  and al l  relat ives  used to attend
this  programme.  The boy,  who is  going to have this  thing,  must  go to the
house of  al l  relat ives.  Discuss ion about  sexual i ty  goes  on openly.  In the
morning of  muti lat ion day,  they used to take bath in  ice-cold water  which
helped the boy not  to  feel  any pain during the process.  After  the  muti lat ion,
he needed three  weeks for  recovery in  a  separate  room. After  that ,  they
should have a  sexual  relat ionship with a  g ir l  and then get  the  chance to
enjoy i t  with the  elders  and work with al l  of  them. Nogûgí  mentioned that  i t
i s  not  only  a  muti lat ion process  for  them, but  the  real  empower ment  of  men
and women both depends on educat ion and knowledge.  I t  used to strengthen
the ident i ty  of  individuals  and their  nat ion and community.  He also
mentioned that  he  feels  proud of  this  pract ice.

2 .     On the other  hand,  we wi l l  d iscuss  the  view of  the  famous social
sc ient ist ,  wri ter  and feminist  act iv ist  of  Afr ica,  Nawal-el -Saawadi .  She is  an
Egyptian act iv ist  by her  birth ident i ty  and wrote  many books focusing on
the concerns  of  women in the  global  south pertaining to sexual i ty,
patr iarchy,  social  c lass  and colonial ism.  She wrote  her  magnus opus ‘women
and sex’ in  1972,  she attended Columbia Univers i ty  and earned a  master ’s
degree  in  publ ic  health in  1966.She strong cr i t ic ized female  c ircumcis ion.
The book is  taken as  a  milestone of  second-wave feminism.  The process  of
female  c ircumcis ion used to muti late  the  c l i tor is  of  women and make them
sex-toys  for  their  husbands.  For her  writ ing,  Saadawi  was dismissed from
her posi t ion at  the  Ministry  of  Health.  She fel t  a  massive  importance of
feminist  ideology and struggle  in  her  very early  chi ldhood.  She reacted
angri ly  at  the  age of  ten,  when her  grandmother  said,  “A boy worth 15 gir ls
at  least…. gir ls  are  a  bl ight .” She can ' t  agree  with i t  and for  ent ire  l i fe  she
continued this  s truggle.  She started to publ ish a  magazine named
‘confrontat ion’ from 1981 enriched with her  opinions on feminist  s truggle  of
Afr ican women.  I t  led to her  imprisonment  by then Pres ident  Anwar Sadat .
Later  she said in  an interview,  “I  was arrested because  I  bel ieved Sadat .  He
said there  i s  democracy and we have a  mult i -party  system and you can
cri t ic ize.  So,  I  s tarted cr i t ic iz ing his  pol icy  and landed in  ja i l .” 
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She outr ight  pure  oppress ion of  women,  exploitat ion by rel ig ion,  community
based violence and obviously,  imperial is t  exploitat ion.  Her path real ly
confronted the attack over  a  female  voice  to  protect  their  human r ights.  She
establ ished ‘Arab Women Sol idari ty  Associat ion’ in  1982.  She descr ibed this
organizat ion as  ‘histor ical ,  social is t  and feminist ’ .  Also Saadawi  mentioned
feminism is  nothing l ike  western imperial ism which was imposed upon them.
Rather,  i t  has  always existed in  the  regular  s truggles  of  Afr ican women.  The
concept  of  decolonizat ion used to act  di fferent ly  in  the  view of  two
stalwarts  of  di fferent  gender.  El-Saadawi  also mentioned that  she is  proud to
be a  black skinned,  Egyptian and over  al l  an Afr ican woman.  She mentioned
that  she is  also proud of  her  ident i ty  l ike  Nogûgi  Wa Thiong O.  But  the
dimension used to be changed just  for  gender  di fferent iat ion.  This  proves
that  decoloniz ing also does  not  work equal ly  for  al l  segments  of  a  society.

Way towards  sc ient i fic  decolonizat ion

Famous Marxist  social  sc ient is t  of  20th century,  Binoy Ghosh in  1948 wrote
in his  wel l -known book ‘বাংলার  নবজাগৃ িত ’ (Renaissance of  Bengal) that
Hindu-Musl im conf l ict  might  raise  in  the  context  of  so cal led ‘wither ing
away of  colonial  pract ice ’ .  Conscious readers  can eas i ly  understand that
per iod was such a  turbulent  t ime with communal  dishar mony.  The non-
scient i f ic  explanat ion of  ‘Puspak Ratha’ (Chariot  of  Ravana)  as  f i rst
aerospace technology or  ‘Monomarutgamini ’ (A chariot  which can run on
the speed of  mind or  wind just  by the  wi l l  of  the  r ider)  was another
advanced technology –  those  are  just  imaginary vers ions.  In that  kind of
struggle  between theory and other  aspects  of  l i fe,  Ghosh tr ied to explain the
original i ty  of  history and the sc ient i f ic  aspect  of  decolonizat ion.  Our
ancient  India was too r ich in  sc ience and l i terature  and phi losophical
attr ibutes.  A true thinker  of  decolonizat ion would try  to revive  those
tradit ions.  Ancient  India had the developed process  of  Rhinoplasty
(recreat ion of  affected nose  art i f ic ial ly)  because  the  punishment  of  adultery
was cutt ing off  the  nose.  Sushrata invented that  process  which proves  that
ancient  Indian surgery and medical  pract ice  was so much developed.  But  the
proposit ion of  Lord Ganesha was an example  of  the  f i rst  ‘p last ic  surgery’ i s
r idiculous and unscient i f ic .  Instead of  haphazard glor i f icat ion of  past  and
communal  hatred ‘s  spread,  Fanon's  cal l  for  basic  decolonizat ion of  the
mind f irst  i s  only  poss ible  i f  our  past  g lory could be reconstructed with
proper  sc ient i f ic  explorat ion.  Otherwise  the  concept  ‘decolonizat ion’ wi l l
generate  a  condit ion of  ‘degradat ion’ .

Conclus ion  

Decolonizat ion al l  together  involves  the  pol i t ical  r i se  of  independent  nat ion-
states  with legal  sovereignty and governing authority  of  the  colonized,
transi t ion of  a  colonial  economy (  cater ing to the  colonizer ’s  benef i ts )  to
economic control  and sel f -suff ic iency,  and also the  col lect ive  rec laiming of
indigenous tradit ions,  languages,  and histor ies  that  were  marginal ized or
erased during imperial  rule.  Colonisat ion i tsel f  was an uneven,  complex and
variegated phenomenon and owing to i ts  di ffused structure,  cultural
dimension of  decolonisat ion is  frequently  used by pol i t ical  c lasses  guided by
their  own invent ions.  Frantz  Fanon’s  outr ight  re ject ion of  reparat ions,
impl ied a  future  unburdened by colonial  gr ievances,  “we are  not  bound to
history,  we are  not  s laves  to  the  past ,  and therefore  any kind of  future  i s
poss ible,” His  very concept  of  di ff icult  universal ism suggested that  al though
black individuals  may experience al ienat ion and resentment,  they must
transcend histor ical  wounds to construct  an inclus ive  human world beyond
racial  divis ions.  The point  here  i s  that  Fanon's  radical  theory of  post
colonial  l iberat ion deeply  negated the poss ibi l i ty  of  any exploitat ive  power-
structure,  even that  of  redressal  mechanisms,  which paradoxical ly  could
funct ion as  another  system of  control .  Decolonisat ion isn’t  nostalgia,  hence,
instead of  focusing on restorat ion of  the  old and tradit ions  as  observable  in
the Indian and Afr ican perspect ives,  i t  should center  on bui lding new
systems of  knowledge,  new relat ionships  between center /per iphery,  new
phi losophy that  pr ior i t ize  the  excluded,  guided by sc ience,  reason and due
di l igence to human r ights.
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SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTRADICTIONS WITH SUCH CASH TRANSFER
SCHEMES

Through such eye catching offers,  the  aspect  that  i s  often ignored is,  none of
the schemes actual ly  a im at  empowering the women,  by providing them
vocat ional  training to enable  them to f ind themselves  a  job that  suits  their
product ive  capacity,  nor  do these  part ies  actual ly  create  f lexible,  remote job
opportunit ies  for  the  women to put  into their  exist ing ski l l s  in  increasing
the overal l  market  capacity  of  the  country.  Such uncondit ional  cash
transfers  address  no speci f ic  social  or  economic vulnerabi l i ty  that  the
women in rural  households  or  urban orthodox famil ies  are  exposed to.  These
schemes might  be  benef ic ial  for  minimal ist  immediate  needs  or  interest-
based needs,  but  unable  to  cover  lump sum monetary requirements  for
various  educat ional  and health care  prospects,  as  condit ional  cash transfers
only make a  l imited coverage.  I t  doesn’t  make a  woman f inancial ly
independent  of  al l  her  basic  expenses,  nei ther  does  i t  protect  them from the
discr iminatory patr iarchal  household.  Moreover,  with reference to the
Annapurna scheme,  i t  in  fact ,  re inforces  patr iarchal  s tandards,  when i ts
hyped appl icat ion for m demands detai ls  of  the  head of  the  family  that  the
benef ic iary belongs  to,  essent ial ly  a  male  head.  In most  Bengal i  households,
the  head of  the  family  i s  a  male  member,  and the government’s  so-cal led
welfare  scheme for mal ises  such patr iarchal  not ions  through an inst i tut ional
procedure of  elaborate  family  level  data col lect ion.
Apart  from that ,  what  needs  to be taken into further  considerat ion is  the
excess ive  detai l ing about  SIR status  and CAA appl icabi l i ty  with regard to
the appl icat ion for  el ig ibi l i ty  in  receiving benef i ts  under  the  Annapurna
Bhandar scheme.  As i t  has  already been seen,  how the SIR process  has  led to
mass  disenfranchisement  of  not  only  the  Musl im communit ies  (about  34%),
but  largely  the  Matua communit ies  (about  63%) of  rural  Bengal .  Not only
that ,  many legi t imate  voters  have been deleted from the f inal  l i s t  of  electoral
rol ls,  which excludes  many vulnerable  disenfranchised res idents  from the
coverage of  welfare  schemes.  Further,  taking into considerat ion the BJP’s
communal  att i tudes  and the rel ig ion-based parameters  within the  for m,
makes  i t  more probabi l i s t ic  of  l imited extension of  benef i t  coverage based
on sectar ian l ines.
Such uncondit ional  cash transfer  schemes have the  potent ial i ty  to  induce
gross  f i scal  def ic i ts  restr ict ing investments  to  cr i t ical  social  and physical
infrastructure  development.  Economic Survey of  2026 suggests  that  the
UCTs primari ly  improve consumption and short-ter m income stabi l i ty,  but
they adversely  affect  female  labour force  part ic ipat ion as  they are  not  paired
with employment  and ski l l -bui lding opportunit ies.  They are  not  suff ic ient  in
providing adequate  nutr i t ional  benef i ts  to  women,  substant ial  healthcare
and educat ional  benef i ts,  upl i f t  them from their  social  condit ioning into
patr iarchal  s tandards,  or  in  mit igat ing securi ty  concerns  in  publ ic  as  wel l  as
private  spaces.  Condit ional  cash transfer  might  encourage bui lding of  some
sort  of  social  infrastructure  and help in  the  bui lding of  sel f -rel iance,  but
uncondit ional  cash transfers  provide no sustained socio-economic outcomes.
Such schemes can never  subst i tute  investments  in  health,  educat ion,
nutr i t ion,  chi ldcare,  or  growth-enhancing publ ic  expenditure.

ASSESSING GOVERNMENT’S WELFARE MOTIVES 

Hence,  an assessment  of  whatsoever  discussed gives  the  result  that  such
schemes provide empower ment,  no individual  or  societal - level  capacity
development,  but  rather  funct ion as  a  for m of  pol i t ical  c l ientel i sm that
re inforces  patr iarchy,  dependency,  backwardness  and drains  the  overal l
f inancial  reserves  of  the  country with no potent ial  gains.  I t  could,  therefore,
be very r ight ly  s tated that  such schemes are  of  no welfar ist  motive  but
driven by long-ter m pol i t ical  s trategy of  coming to and remaining in  power.
A developing country l ike  India,  with immense sociological  divers i t ies  and
complexit ies,  needs  capacity  development,  rehabi l i tat ion programmes and
act ive  creat ion of  more jobs,  s ince  more than half  of  the  populat ion consists
of  people  who are  economical ly  backward and social ly  underprivi leged and
discr iminated against .  The recent  budget  of  West  Bengal  promises  job
creat ion and 33% of  reservat ion for  women,  but  quest ion remains  how far  i t
wi l l  be  actual ised through proper  implementat ion and to what  extent  would
it  make coverage to rural  and social ly  underprivi leged populat ions.  Further,
least  focus  has  been paid on eradicat ing sociocultural  impediments  to
women empower ment  and investments  in  ski l l  enhancement  and expansion
of  local ised employment  opportunit ies  for  women in speci f ic .

STATE POLITICS

POLITICS OF CASH TRANSFER
SCHEMES: "ANNAPURNA" LURES IN,
"LAKSHMI" PUSHED OUT 

Koyel  Bal ;  UG III :  Sett ing as ide  the  underlying discrepancies  associated
with the elect ion outcomes in  the  recent  West  Bengal  Legis lat ive  Elect ions
of  2026,  the  Bharat iya Janata Party  (BJP)  came to power with an
overwhelming electoral  mandate.  Inst i tut ional  erosion,  ampli f icat ion of
corruption and widespread controvers ies  regarding job scam and women
safety  i ssues  under  the  Trinamool  Congress  government,  necess i tated the
need for  ushering a  change.  In such a  scenario,  rais ing women empower ment
and safety  concerns  have been one of  the  pr ime game changer  i ssues  raised
by the BJP through i ts  electoral  campaigns in  West  Bengal .  Despite
numerous inst i tut ional  fa i lures  in  ensuring women’s  safety  in  other  double
engine government  ruled states,  the  party’s  electoral  posi t ion was to a  great
extent  deter mined by the massive  sweep of  women’s  mandate  in  favour of  i t .
The promise  of  greater  ass is tance to women belonging to socioeconomical ly
vulnerable  communit ies,  through the ‘Annapurna Bhandar Scheme’ ,  brought
a greater  upsurge to BJP’s  women-centred vote  bank.
Essent ial ly,  in  the  past  decade,  such Direct  Benef i t  Transfer  (DBT) schemes
have become quite  prominent  as  a  welfar ist  moves  by the government  in
various states,  so in  Bengal ,  but  i t  comes about  with deeper  pol i t ical  motives
and socio-economic contradict ions.  

CASH TRANSFER SCHEMES: WELFARIST OR DEEPER ELECTORAL
STRATEGY?

There are  numerous government  schemes which provide direct  cash transfer,
a iming at  social  inclus ion,  poverty  al leviat ion and promotion of  greater
welfare  among the backward underdeveloped communit ies.  Undoubtedly,
direct  cash benef i t  schemes offer  cost  effect iveness  than transport ing food
and other  mater ial  subsidies  offered for  equitable  resource  distr ibut ion and
reduces  the  chances  of  i l legal  cost  divers ion under  inter mediar ies  between
the government  and the benef ic iar ies.
However,  the  cash grant  schemes in  the  current  pol i t ical  scenario has
become more viable  as  a  pol i t ical  tool  to  or ient  and reorient  valuable  vote
banks from different  communit ies  across  India,  which ult imately  sketches
the roadmap to the  pol i t ical  mi l ieu of  a  s tate  or  the  country as  a  whole.
Direct  cash benef i t  offers  short  ter m pay offs  compromising accomplishment
of  long-ter m economic growth and empower ment  goals  of  the  intended
social ly,  educat ional ly,  economical ly  backward populat ion.  I t  often creates  a
culture  of  dependency among the people,  discourages  ski l l  enhancement  and
reduces  their  product ive  potent ial .
The outcomes of  electoral  competi t ion between two pol i t ical  part ies  are  to  a
large extent ,  deter mined by the instrumental  aspect  in  which the pol i t ical
part ies  contest ing create  their  own dist inct  narrat ives  of  societal  upl i f tment
and better  governance,  through various  schemes,  pol ic ies  and programs,  and
put  forward lucrat ive  offers  for  c l ientel i s t ic  transfers.  Pol i t ical  c l ientel i sm
comes into play as  an instrument  for  pol i t ical  condit ioning of  vote  banks to
vote  in  favour,  by making strategic  minimal ist ic  transfers,  enough to turn
mass  of  voters  towards themselves.  In a  developing country l ike  India,  with
wide gaps between economic and social  c lasses,  such personal ized benef i ts
targeted towards speci f ic  vote  banks are  much more appeal ing than long-
ter m organized structural  def ic iency mit igat ive  pol ic ies  or iented at  overal l
qual i tat ive  and quanti tat ive  development.

PROMISE OF ASSISTANCE INDUCES PROMISE OF POWER

Although,  BJP has  promoted many DBT schemes throughout  the  country,  in
speci f ic i ty  of  Bengal  elect ions,  the  BJP’s  s trategy to consol idate  i ts  posi t ion
in Bengal  ran more or  less  on the footprints  of  Ms.  Banerjee ’s  pol i t ical
strategy,  with some added f lavour to i t .  The for mer Trinamool  Congress
government  introduced the ‘Lakshmir  Bhandar Scheme’ in  Bengal ,  which
bankrol led women irrespect ive  of  their  socio-economic background,  with
monthly ass is tance of  ₹1000-1200,  with s l ight  gap in  monetary amount
al lotted on the basis  of  the  social  category.  A total  of  about  ₹12,900 crores
was speci f ied for  the  scheme in  the  previous West  Bengal  Budget .  On the
other  hand,  the  current  rul ing party  in  West  Bengal  made a  number of
promises,  the  str iking one of  which remains  the  ‘Annapurna Bhandar
Scheme’ ,  offer ing direct  cash transfer  of  about  ₹3000 per  month,  in
content ion with the  Lakshmir  Bhandar Scheme introduced under  the
Trinamool  Congress,  that  lured many women belonging to poor socio-
economical ly  backward rural  households.  The recent  budget  al locat ions  by
the f inance department  of  the  newly instal led government  of  West  Bengal ,
announces  ₹36,000 crores  for  women’s  ass is tance under  Annapurna
Scheme,  further  actual iz ing the promise  made during the elect ion campaign,
instal l ing in  greater  trust  of  people  with the  government.
The BJP took a step further  by augmenting the amount to more than double,
promising to meet  with the  equity  standards  for  such benef i ts  and
el iminat ing the f inancial ly  wel l  off  from the ass is tance coverage.  The rural
women belonging to the  impoverished social ly  backward masses  were
speci f ical ly  moved by such commitments,  as  i t  assured them greater  f inancial
stabi l i ty.  This  i s  also a  reason that  greater  women voter  turnouts,  of  about
92.28%, has  been not iced in  this  assembly elect ions,  than their  male
counterparts  which was about  91.07%, as  women voters  become conscious of
their  vote  counting up to ful f i l l ing their  own personal  interests  rather  than
what  di fference their  votes  can make in  an electoral  outcome.  
However,  such a  direct  cash benef i t  transfer  scheme has  some deeper
impl icat ions  to overal l  women empower ment  and f inancial  reserves  of  the
country.
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FROM PLATE TO POLITICS:  HOW
IDEOLOGY WALKED INTO THE TIFFIN
BOX  

Ritoja  Sen;  UG II :  According to ‘Dr.  Fareha Shanam’ -  Senior  Diet ic ian in
the Department  of  Nutr i t ion and Dietet ics  at  Delhi ’s  ‘S ir  Ganga Ram
Hospital ’ -  p lant  based sources  l ike  lent i l s,  moong,  sprouts  are  nutr i t ious
but  general ly  do not  provide complete  protein on their  own as  they may lack
one or  more of  the  nine essent ial  amino acids.  She stated that  there  was no
har m in replacing eggs  with Paneer  and other  milkbased proteins,  but  cost  i s
a  major  factor.  While  eggs  serve  as  an affordable,  bioavai lable  source  of
protein to combat  chi ldhood malnutr i t ion,  paneer  s tands to be more
expensive  and may be less  digest ible.  Egg meals  have served as  an incent ive
that  boosted school  attendance among chi ldren from economical ly  weaker
backgrounds.  In a  state  where  eggs  are  meant  to be a  chi ld’s  guaranteed
source  of  protein for  the  day,  one decis ion just  took i t  off  the  plate.
The West  Bengal  government  appointed the ‘ISKCON’ to serve  midday meals
in  state  sponsored schools,  switching the protein r ich egg meals  to  pure
vegetar ian meals,  including soya,  paneer  and other  var ious  pulses.  Alongside
the exclus ion of  eggs  as  a  non-vegetar ian food i tem,  wider  sattvik exclus ions
of  onion,  garl ic  and masoor dal  -  s taples  of  Bengal i  cooking-  have st irred
mixed responses  from the masses.  The old model  of  r ice,  dal ,  curry and eggs
once a  week stood at  6 .78/-  rupees  per  pr imary student  whereas  the  new
model  caused 10 rupees  per  s tudent  under  ISKCON’s central ized kitchen
model ,  with the  rest  funded by the donors  of  ISKCON.
The BJP led state  government’s  recent  decis ion to switch state  sponsored
schools ’ midday meals  from non-vegetar ian to pure  vegetar ian,  reminds me
of  the  short  s tory “They Eat  Meat” by Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar.  In the
story,  a  Santhal  Adivasi  couple  moves  from Bhuvaneshswar to Vadodara
only to f ind out  that  they must  s top eat ing non veg food i tems in  order  to be
accepted by the other  neighbours.  Even though their  pr imary diet  involved
chicken,  meat ,  f i sh and eggs,  they had to completely  s top cooking such i tems
in their  ki tchen.  This  led to the  couple  purchasing and cooking smal l
quanti t ies  of  eggs  secret ly  and disposing the shel ls  met iculously  so no one
could discover  their  scandalous acts  of  consuming non veg.  The once meat
loving couple  now had to give  up their  diet  in  exchange for  publ ic
acceptance in  a  community  who looked down upon meat  eat ing folks,
consider ing them as  impure and of  low caste.
This  decis ion s ignif icant ly  i l lustrates  how the “saffron party” based on r ig id
hindutva pol i t ical  bel iefs  i s  s lowly enter ing the pr ivate  spheres,  now even the
kitchens.  According to certain interpretat ions  of  brahminical  ideologies,  a
nonvegetar ian diet  s ignif ies  a  person to be impure and of  low level  or  caste,
whi le  a  pure  vegetar ian diet  i s  a  symbol  of  puri ty  and high social  s trata.  The
direct  exclus ion of  part icular  food i tems based on certain Sattvik bel iefs
makes  i t  c lear  that  the  served food can be seen as  prasadam which may be
seen as  a  problem s ince  the  meals  are  served to chi ldren of  al l  fa i ths.  The
involvement  of  a  purely  rel ig ious  inst i tut ion in  the  handl ing of  midday
meals  in  state  sponsored schools  hampers  the  idea of  secular ism in i tsel f.
This  becomes personal  as  such drast ic  changes  in  the  midday meals  i sn ' t  any
abstract  pol icy;  i t  i s  affect ing chi ldren’s  growth,  immunity  and development.
It  i s  the  cost  of  let t ing ideology dictate  nutr i t ion.  When eggs  become
ideology,  i t ' s  the  chi ldren who are  lef t  half  boi led.

 STATE POLITICS

THE INTERSECTION OF POLICY
EFFICIENCY AND MARGINALIZATION:
THE DISPLACEMENT OF WOMEN COOKS
IN THE TRANSITION OF THE MIDDAY
MEAL SCHEME

Bhargab Putatunda;  UG II :  The Midday Meal  Scheme,  g lobal ly  recognized as
one of  the  largest  school  feeding programs,  was des igned with a  dual  socio-
economic mandate:  to  eradicate  c lassroom hunger  and to foster  local
community  development.  In the  state  of  West  Bengal ,  the  recent
inst i tut ional  shif t  to  award the Kolkata Municipal  Corporat ion school
midday meal  pi lot  tender  to central ized nongovernmental  organizat ions,
speci f ical ly  the  Internat ional  Society  for  Krishna Consciousness  (ISKCON),
has  ignited s ignif icant  publ ic  discourse.  While  mainstream debate  frequently
centres  on dietary modif icat ions  and administrat ive  eff ic iency,  the  more
profound structural  consequence l ies  in  the  immediate  displacement  of
marginal ized women cooks.  The abrupt  transi t ion from a decentral ized,
communitymanaged structure  to a  highly  automated,  central ized kitchen
model  systematical ly  disenfranchises  vulnerable  women,  under mining
decades  of  grassroots  economic empower ment  in  the  name of
modernizat ion.

To understand the sever i ty  of  this  displacement,  one must  examine the
foundational  architecture  of  the  tradit ional  midday meal  system.
Historical ly,  the  program rel ied on local  Sel f -Help Groups (SHGs) and
neighborhood cooks,  del iberately  recruit ing women from the lowest  socio-
economic strata,  including widows,  dest i tute  individuals,  and women
belonging to Scheduled Castes,  Scheduled Tribes,  and minority  communit ie.
This  local ized employment  structure  transfor med school  ki tchens into
engines  of  social  mobi l i ty.  The modest  monthly  honorariums provided these
women with a  rare  avenue for  f inancial  independence and personal  agency
within deeply  patr iarchal  socio-economic landscapes.  By abruptly  shif t ing
the tender  to a  central ized ent i ty,  the  state  effect ively  dismantled this
decentral ized economic safety  net ,  sever ing a  v i tal  source  of  l ivel ihood for
thousands of  famil ies  who possess  minimal  al ternat ive  employment  opt ions
due to systemic  barr iers  and a  lack of  for mal  educat ion.

Further more,  the  transi t ion highl ights  a  cr i t ical  ideological  conf l ict  between
mechanical  eff ic iency and social  welfare.  Central ized megakitchens employ
advanced automated technologies,  such as  industr ial  s team jackets  and
mechanized assembly l ines,  to  prepare  tens  of  thousands of  meals
s imultaneously.  While  this  industr ial  model  opt imizes  logist ical  precis ion
and standardizat ion,  i t  inherent ly  displaces  human labor.  The structural
redundancy created by mechanizat ion means that  local  women are  not
absorbed into the new supply chain;  instead,  they are  ent irely  excluded from
it .  This  shif t  exposes  a  f lawed pol icy  paradigm where  inst i tut ional
modernizat ion is  pursued at  the  direct  expense  of  local  labor,  convert ing a
community-driven welfare  ini t iat ive  into an automated corporate  operat ion.
Ult imately,  the  abrupt  pol icy  shif t  reveals  how wel l - intent ioned
administrat ive  refor ms can inf l ict  compounding vulnerabi l i t ies  on
marginal ized populat ions  when executed without  comprehensive  social
impact  assessments.  The sudden ter minat ion of  local  ki tchen contracts
leaves  displaced women cooks exposed to severe  f inancial  precari ty,  often
forcing them back into deep dependency or  exploitat ive  infor mal  labor
markets.

While  ensuring food safety  and logist ical  rel iabi l i ty  for  school  chi ldren is  an
undeniable  pr ior i ty,  a  progress ive  welfare  state  must  ensure  that
administrat ive  progress  does  not  necess i tate  the  economic erasure  of  i ts
most  vulnerable  c i t izens.  True pol icy  eff icacy should be measured not  solely
by the speed or  scale  of  automation,  but  by i ts  capacity  to sustain and
protect  the  l ivel ihoods of  the  community  i t  serves.
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The Supreme Court  recent ly  ordered a  status  quo in  a  matter
regardingal locat ion to oi l  market ing companies  by the Karnataka high court
– to which BPCL, represented by Attorney General  R Venkataramani ,
argued that  the  high court  order  could destabi l i se  the  nat ional  pol icy  for
E20 and i t  i s  an ongoing experiment  whose impact  wi l l  be  c learer  by next
year.  But,  E20 is  creat ing an added insecuri ty  to  the  growing water  cr is is
which has  led to controvers ial  pract ices  l ike  ‘Water  Wives’ are  r is ing where
men in  drought-prone regions marry mult iple  women for  the  sole  purpose of
fetching water.  Thus,  a  true sustainable  transi t ion cannot  be  judged by only
the percentage of  ethanol  blending into petrol ;  i t  requires  judgement  on
food and water  securi ty,  qual i ty  of  l ivel ihoods and environmental  health.  

GREEN vs.  GREEN: KUTCH – INDIA'S
ENERGY TRANSITION AND THE
PROBLEM WITH GREEN GRABBING
FORCES 

Udatta Gupta;  UG II :  India wants  to  stop using foss i l  fuels  and reduce i ts
carbon emiss ions  to net  zero by 2070.  To achieve this,  India  is  bui lding solar
and wind energy faci l i t ies.  The state  of  Gujarat ,  part icularly  the  Kutch
distr ict ,  i s  a  major  focus  area for  this  green revolut ion.  Recent ly,  the
Government  of  West  Bengal  and Chief  Minister  Suvendu Adhikari  discussed
this  i ssue.  A s ignif icant  part  of  this  green transi t ion is  happening in  Kutch,
a  distr ict  in  western Gujarat .  However,  this  s i tuat ion raises  concerns  about
just ice.  We need to ask quest ions  about  the  impact  of  this  transi t ion on
local  ecosystems and communit ies.
For centuries,  the  grass lands of  Kutch,  known as  the  "Banni ,"  have
supported pastoral is t  communit ies  cal led the  "Maldharis."  These  nomadic
people  have l ived in  har mony with the  landscape,  rais ing catt le,  buffaloes,
and camels.  The "Banni"  i s  an ecosystem that  supports  wi ldl i fe,  including
migratory birds,  desert  foxes,  and the endangered Great  Indian Bustard.
When giant  renewable  energy instal lat ions  are  bui l t ,  they change the
geography of  Kutch.  Developers  construct  fences  around solar  arrays  and
wind turbines  to  protect  their  investments.  However,  these  fences  block the
migrat ion routes  used by the Maldharis  for  centuries.  This  phenomenon is
known as  "green grabbing,"  where  land is  conf iscated for  environmental
purposes  at  the  expense  of  local  people.  The Maldharis  are  being
systematical ly  displaced.
On May 22,  over  500 people  from 16 Banni  v i l lage  groups gathered in  front
of  NTPC to protest .  They opposed the project  because  i t  threatened the
Chhari-Dhand wet land,  which is  ecological ly  fragi le.  According to India
Today,  NTPC had appl ied for  the  al locat ion of  578 hectares  of  government
land in  Fulay vi l lage  of  Nakhatrana Taluka.  Sources  infor m that  the  local
vi l lages  have not  g iven their  consent  for  the  project  to  take shape.  The
vi l lages  of  Fulay,  Tal ,  Laiyari ,  Motichur,  Burkal ,  Chhachala,  Bhagadiya,
Jatavira,  and Sherva have f i led Community  Forest  Resource  c la ims over  the
same grass lands under  the  Forest  Rights  Act ,  2006.
To transport  the  electr ic i ty  generated in  Kutch to the  rest  of  India,
thousands of  mi les  of  highvoltage transmiss ion l ines  are  being bui l t .  These
wires  pose  a  ser ious  hazard to birds,  especial ly  the  Great  Indian Bustard.
The birds  col l ide  with the  wires,  die,  or  get  electrocuted.
We need to promote energy projects  such as  rooftop solar  instal lat ions  on
homes and businesses  to  reduce the  pressure  to bui ld  giant  power plants  in
fragi le  rural  areas.  We cannot  save the  planet  by destroying habitats  and
tradit ional  cultures.  A green future  must  br ing just ice,  dignity,  and survival
to the  people  and wi ldl i fe  at  the  heart  of  the  transi t ion.

ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE
& DEVELOPMENT

THE PARADOX OF "MAHA ABHIYAN":
THE CHITA ANDOLAN IN CHHATARPUR
DISTRICT 

Ishi ta  Das;  UG III :  While  laying the foundation stone for  the  Ken Betwa
interl inking project  in  the  c los ing days  of  2024,  our  “honourable” Prime
minister  ter med such a  project  as  "maha abhiyan".  Apparent ly,  this  "maha
abhiyan" promised to provide c lean drinking water,  better  i rr igat ion
faci l i t ies  to  the  drought  -  s tr icken area of  Central  Bundelkhand.  

Behind the mask of  such crafted promises  l ies  project  of  displacing the
adivasis  in  Chhatarpur distr ict ,  snatching away their  r ight  to  a  dignif ied l i fe
and destroying the environment  which have lul led them s ince  chi ldhood.  

The adivasis  res iding in  the  vi l lages  along the Ken River  have raised up their
voice  against  such a  devastat ing project .  They re-demonstrated their  anguish
by ly ing on chitas  ( funeral  pyres) ,  s tanding in  the  r iver  with loose  nooses
around their  neck alongside undergoing a  hunger  str ike  and the s logan
“nyay do ya maar do”.  They are  demanding fair  compensat ion and fresh
surveys  regarding adequate  rehabi l i tat ion.  What  was the  response from this
"democrat ic"  government?  Coercion.  On July  19,  the  protestors  were  dragged
from the r iver,  women were  assaulted,  Amit  Bhatnagar  was forcibly  taken
away to a  hospital .  A s imilar  operat ion had been executed by the Delhi
Pol ice  in  Jantar  Mantar  on July  18,  2026.

The Madhya Pradesh pol ice  attempted to whitewash these  atrocit ies  c i t ing
"safety"  concerns  for  the  vi l lagers  s ince  water  level  was r is ing.  After
assault ing the common masses,  the  pol ice  perfor m the “duty” by dropping
them in their  homes.  Such is  the  paradox of  safety  in  Neo -  Bharat .
The mater ial izat ion of  this  ambit ious  project  would lead to the  submergence
of  about  24 vi l lages  in  the  Chhatarpur distr ict .  Panna Tiger  Reserve wi l l  be
the worst  affected s ince  the  Daudhan dam wil l  engulf  a  large  sect ion of  this
t iger  reserve including the core  and buffer  areas.

Ken Betwa Interl inking project  i s  actual ly  a  mirage of  development.  The
nat ional is t  government  i s  gradual ly  unfurl ing i t ’s  shameless  and brutal
nature.  I t  i s  attempting to suffocate  the  adivasis  and the toi l ing masses  at
large.  The brutal i t ies  unleashed on the adivasis  in  Chhatarpur points  out  the
blood-soaked s ide  of  this  “Bharat”.  The adivasis  are  s t i l l  cont inuing their
f ight  against  this  parasi t ic  democracy.  The fol lowing l ines  by Arundhati  Roy
st i l l  looms large -

“There’s  real ly  no such thing as  the  ‘voiceless ’ .  
There  are  only  the  del iberately  s i lenced or  the  preferably  unheard”.  

ETHANOL BLENDING: A GREEN
SOLUTION OR A GROWING PROBLEM?

Pracheta Biswas;  UG II :  “We do not  inher i t  the  Earth from our  ancestors ;  we
borrow i t  from our  chi ldren.’  –  Lester  R.  Brown

This  l ine  has  always been the logic  of  sustainable  development  but  the  cost
of  ethanol  blending in  petrol  i s  unfortunately  being met  by human securi ty.
India imports  85% of  i ts  crude oi l  requirements-  whose bi l l  h i t  $137bi l l ion
in FY25.A known fact  i s  that  crude oi l  i s  not  sustainable  but ,  i t  i s  not  easy
to rebui ld  an ent ire  nat ion’s  motor  industry in  few years  –  thus,  the  Ethanol
revolut ion started in  2003 as  a  way to improve energy securi ty  and support
framers  by us ing sugar- industry as  products.  The government  in  2016
planned the usage of  Second-generat ion (2G) ethanol  from agricultural
wastes  which was achieved in  2025 but  not  with 2G ethanol  and implemented
in Apri l  2026.  This,  over  the  years,  saved ₹1.84 lakh crore  in  foreign
exchange;  avoidance of  909 lakh metr ic  tonnes  CO2 emiss ions  and ₹1.58
lakh crore  earnings  to far mers.
In real i ty,  this  revolut ion created a  certain ‘greenlash’ .  The cost  remains  the
same for  ethanol  and petrol :  ₹103/L in  Delhi .  According to a  NITI Aayog
report ,  ethanol  i s  hygroscopic  and “causes  corrosion of  metal  junct ions.”
One l i tre  of  ethanol  from sugarcane (grown in water-stressed land of
Maharashtra and Uttar  Pradesh)  requires  3500 l i tres  of  water,  one l i tre  of
ethanol  from maize  requires  4500 l i tres  of  water  and f inal ly,  ethanol
produced from r ice  requires  10000 l i tres  of  water.
As demand and price  for  maize  increased in  the  last  four  years  –  India has
become an importer  from being an exporter  and so,  poultry  and eggs  are
pric ier  s ince  60% of  the  maize  are  used for  catt le  feed.  Ethanol  push has
forced far mers  to  plant  more cereals  and sugarcane instead of  crops l ike
oi lseeds,  pulses  and cotton which is  making India rely  on imports  of  edible
oi ls,  pulses  and cotton.  Government  plans  to cut  the  grains  distr ibuted
under  PDS to 10% whereas  at  present ,
25% broken r ice  has  helped 80 crore  benef ic iar ies.  The pol lut ion and smel l
created to produce ethanol  i s  already affect ing the local  res idents  around the
factories,  especial ly  in  Meghalaya’s  Byrnihat .
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FROM REEL HERO TO REAL HOPE: HOW
VIJAY'S CINEMATIC PERSONA SHAPES
POLITICAL IDENTITY   

Ankita  Sarkar;  UG III :  Tamil  Nadu has  always had a  unique relat ionship
between c inema and pol i t ics.  From M.G. Ramachandran and J.  Jayalal i thaa
to C Joseph Vi jay,  popularly  known as  ‘Thalapathy’ ,  their  roles  in  c inema
became a platfor m for  bui lding pol i t ical  ident i t ies.  A decis ive  v ictory by
Vijay 's  newly for med party,  ‘Tamilaga Vettr i  Kazhagam’ (TVK),  in  Tamil
Nadu Assembly elect ions  (2026)  chal lenged the DMK-AIADMK framework.
Behind this  l ies  the  image of  Vi jay not  as  a  distant  superstar  but  as  a
common man who is  protest ing against  corruption through his  two-decade-
long perfor mances  on the s i lver  screen.

In his  f i lms,  Vi jay portrays  a  r ighteous youth who is  always support ing poor
and marginal ized people.  His  characters  often evolve  as  protesters  against
corrupt  inst i tut ions.  In ‘Tamizhan’(2002) ,  he  played a  carefree  youth who
became an honest  lawyer  and punished the vi l la in  without  taking the law
into his  own hands.  In ‘Vettaikaaran’(2009) ,  Vi jay 's  character  was a  student
who aspired to become a pol ice  off icer  and later  became the target  of
pol i t ic ians  which resonates  with Gen Z's  concerns  about  insecuri t ies  in
inst i tut ional  jobs.  His  movies  not  only  entertained but  also addressed the
suffer ing of  people.  For example,  in  ‘Kaththi ’ (2014) ,  Vi jay brought  attent ion
to the agrarian cr is is  and the corporate  exploitat ion of  far mers.  The movie
‘Mersal ’ (2017) ,  showed the vulnerabi l i t ies  of  the  healthcare  system and the
prof i t -dr iven nature  of  healthcare  inst i tut ions.  Mersal  was released after  the
youth- led Jal l ikattu protest  to  restore  Tamil  pr ide.  When the f i lm's  song
‘Aalaporaan Tamizhan’ (The Tamil  wi l l  r i se  to  lead)  was released,  i t
resonated deeply  by celebrat ing Tamil  ident i ty  and sel f -respect .  These
themes proved Vi jay 's  credibi l i ty  as  a  leader  and merged with social  real i t ies.
The f i lm that  truly  broke through the screen and establ ished Vi jay 's  ident i ty
as  a  leader  i s  his  movie  ‘Sarkar’ (2018) .  This  f i lm not  only  portrays  the
cultural  and social  problems,  but  i t  i s  also centered around electoral
corruption and voter  manipulat ion.  In ‘Sarkar’ ,  Vi jay 's  character  emerged as
the face  of  pol i t ical  refor m who reclaimed the democrat ic  power of  the
common people.  ‘Sarkar’ s tood as  a  symbol  of  Vi jay 's  transi t ion from a
‘reel ’ superstar  to  a  ‘ real ’ leader.

The major  factor  behind TVK's  success  i s  thus  the  ‘ relatable ’ s i tuat ions  and
frustrat ion experienced by Vi jay 's  characters,  which resonated with younger
voters.  Vi jay 's  v ictory also ref lects  Gen Z aspirat ions,  where  personal i ty,
accountabi l i ty  and constant  publ ic  engagement  matter  alongside the
pol ic ies.  Years  of  fan edits  and memorable  dialogues  have connected him
with the larger  mass.  Whether  the  image of  the  ‘ reel  hero’ can meet  the
expectat ions  of  Tamil  Nadu remains  a  quest ion that  only  t ime can answer.

ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE &
DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIETY,  CULTURE

STRATEGIC MODERNITY AND
ECOLOGICAL SACRIFICE: GREAT
NICOBAR IN INDIA'S
INFRASTRUCTURAL FUTURE

Manisha Ghosh;  UG III :  Posit ioned near  the  Strai t  of  Malacca,  one of  the
world’s  most  important  marit ime trade routes,  the  Great  Nicobar has  been
envis ioned as  India’s  gateway to deeper  Indo-Pacif ic  inf luence.  The Hol ist ic
Development  of  Great  Nicobar Is land project ,  an ₹81,000+ cr.  plan for  a
deep-sea port ,  a irport ,  power plant  and new ci t ies  –  epitomises  India’s  push
for  strategic  infrastructure.  Off ic ial ly,  the  government  c la ims a  sensi t ive  and
hol ist ic  approach aiming to protect  the  i s land’s  ecological  resources  and
respect  indigenous needs.
Great  Nicobar is  home to dense  rainforests,  coral  ecosystems,  and
vulnerable  indigenous communit ies,  especial ly  the  Shompen and Nicobarese.
In pract ice,  experts  warn the megaproject  threatens  the  remnant  Shompen
and Nicobarese  tr ibes  (PVTGs) and Great  Nicobar’s  intact  forests  and reefs.
Non-tradit ional  securi ty  i s  front  and centre :  tr ibal  r ights,  cultural  survival
and environmental  health could be sacr i f iced for  geo-economic gains.  The
project  received environmental  c learance ( in  November 2022)  despite  a  tr ibal
counci l  withdrawing i ts  consent  that  same month,  after  learning pre-tsunami
vi l lages  and tr ibal  reserves  would be de-not i f ied and bui l t  over.
Experts  est imate  ~900,000 trees  (15% of  i s land forests)  would be razed,  with
over  a  mil l ion coral  reefs  and mangroves  also c leared for  ports  and c i t ies.
Galathea Bay’s  sanctuary (home to four  Shompen bands)  has  already lost  i ts
buffer  zone.  A mountain of  evidence suggests  the  i s land has  scarce  fresh
water  and l imited power sources,  making the sustainabi l i ty  of  350,000 new
residents  by 2050 dubious.  Local ly,  the  impact  fal l s  hardest  on tr ibes.  Their
human securi ty,  including food,  culture,  health –  i s  thus  direct ly  imperi l led
by the forced c learance of  forests  and land.
What  makes  the  Great  Nicobar  debate  part icularly  important  i s  that  i t
ref lects  a  broader  transfor mation in  the  meaning of  “securi ty.” Strategic
infrastructure  today is  no longer  l imited to ports  or  mil i tary assets  alone,  i t
i s  increasingly  t ied to energy corr idors,  digi tal  logist ics,  AIenabled marit ime
systems,  and global  supplychain competi t ion.  In this  framework,  i s lands l ike
Great  Nicobar are  re imagined not  as  fragi le  ecosystems but  as  s trategic
nodes  within the  infrastructure  of  the  digi tal  economy.  However,  this  model
r isks  creat ing what  pol i t ical  ecologists  descr ibe  as  “sacr i f ic ial  landscapes”,
regions where  ecological  destruct ion and indigenous displacement  are
just i f ied in  the  name of  nat ional  progress.  The National  Green Tribunal ’s
decis ion to uphold environmental  c learances  despite  sustained ecological
concerns  has  further  intensi f ied quest ions  regarding transparency and
environmental  governance.  The Great  Nicobar Project  therefore  raises  a
larger  pol icy  quest ion for  India’s  developmental  future:  can strategic  growth
be     pursued without  transfor ming ecological ly  sensi t ive  regions into
expendable  front iers  of  infrastructure  expansion?
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SThe scholars  noted that  there  i s  no book on sexual i ty  and grat i f icat ion of
human des ire  topics  more crucial  than Kamasutra,  by Vatsayana.  There  i s
the  concept  and descr ipt ion of  nymphs or  Ashara.  The inf luence of  serpent
worship is  s t i l l  one of  the  rel ig ions  of  India.  I t  has  previously  inf luenced
the decorat ion of  many other  monuments,  especial ly  the  Buddhist  s tupas  of
Sanchi  and Amaravat i .  The int imate  associat ion of  the  serpent  with woman
in the mind of  al l  pr imit ive  people  i s  not  as  obvious as  i ts  associat ion with
the Lingam (phal lus) .  Here  the  subst i tut ion of  the  serpent  for  the  male
organ as  suggested.  This  group appears  to  i l lustrate  a  part  of  Brahminical
bel ief  associated with the  apsaras.  They were  or ig inal ly  spir i ts  of  the  c louds
and waters.  Semi-divine nymphs are  said to have sprung from the churning
of  the  oceans.  The Rigveda also consists  of  the  stor ies  of  apsaras  and
Gandharva 's.  In  the  heroic  age there  are  many apsaras  and many Gandhara 's
who for m the part  of  the  ret inue of  Indra,  the  f i rst  as  dancers  and second as
music ians.  Another  masterpiece  on that  matter  i s  the  book named
Anangaranga by Kal lyanmalla.  I t  also descr ibed the divis ion of  male  and
female  beauty along with their  counterparts.

◆ European discuss ion along with ancient  India:  The author of  ‘Sprout  of
Love’ ,  was  a  poet  named Bhanudatta.  I t  appears  from the last  verse  of  the
manuscr ipt  that  he  was a  res ident  of  the  province of  Trihoot,  son of  a
Brahmin.  The or iginal  work is  in  Sanskri t  which gives  the  descr ipt ion of
being made out  from their  age,  descr ipt ion,  conduct  etc .  I t  contains  three
chapters  and i ts  date  i s  unknown.  One work in  the  Engl ish language is
somewhat  s imi lar  to  this  work.  I t  i s  cal led ‘Kulogynomaa’ or  this  of
elements  of  beauty.  Being the elementary pr inciple  of  that  sc ience,  by T.  Bel l
M.D. with twenty -  four  plates  as  pr inted in  London in 1821.  I t  treats  the
beauty,  of  love,  of  sexual  intercourse,  of  the  laws regulat ing that
intercourse,  monogamy and polygamy,  of  prost i tut ion of  inf idel i ty…ending
with a  catalogue Raisanen of  the  defects  of  female  beauty.  Previously
discussed ‘kamasutra’ of  Vatsayana also dealt  with those  aspects.  Broadly,  i t
has  seven aspects.

i )  Sadharana (general  topics)
i i )  Samprayogika (embrace etc . )
i i i )  Kanya Samprayukta (union of  males  and females)  
iv)  Bharyadhikarika (About  one 's  own wife)
v)  Paradarika (wives  of  others)
vi )  Vais ika (About  curtezans)
vi i )  Aupamishadika (on the arts  of  seduct ion,  tonic  medic ine  etc)

Al l  of  these  discuss ions  are  enough to prove the  importance and sc ience of
ancient  Indian thought  process  over  this  matter.  In that  per iod,  i t  was  not
grasped by fundamental is t  tendencies.  

◆  Depict ion of  the  third virty,  ‘Kama’ ;  in  the  sculpture  of  ancient  India.

Khajuraho temple  monuments  have so many such depict ions.  One of  them is
very famous and infor mative  to discuss  here.  That  i s,  the  scorpion in  the
mekhla (waist  gr iddle)  or  thigh of  an ancient  Indiansculpture  in  the
Khajuraho group of  monuments  symbol izes  intense  des ire,  sudden panic  and
st ing of  love (kama).  This  10th -  11th century Surasundaries  or  apsharas  are
relevant  to  understand the deep meaning of  ‘kama’ or  sensual  des ire  in  the
for mation of  ancient  culture.  In ancient  Indian iconography,  the  scorpion
represents  the  sharp,  consuming nature  of  romantic  longing and sensual
pass ion.  The sculpture  captures  a  playful  narrat ive  where  a  maiden panics
after  feel ing a  scorpion crawling up her  leg.  She hurr iedly  l i f ts,  loosens  or
shakes  her  mekhla ( lower gar ment)  to  dis lodge the insect ,  al lowing the
sculptor  to elegant ly  depict  the  part ial  nudity  and the human for m. So the
scorpion motif  i s  not  just  l imited to khajuraho,  s imi lar  iconographic  devices
featuring ‘poison maiden’ (v ishakanya)  f l icking away scorpion from their
dresses  can be found on later  Hoysala  structures  (Dakshinatya) ,  such as  12th
century Hindu sculptures.

SOCIETY,  CULTURE

RECONSTRUCTION OF ‘PURITY AND
CULT’ IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH ALONG
WITH THE RISE OF RIGHT-WINGS
FUNDAMENTALISM: A REVIVAL OF THE
ANCIENT CULTURE AND BEAUTY OR A
MERE POLITICIZATION? 

Manal i  Moul ik;  UG III :  Recent  days  pol i t ical  debate  confronted a  new idea
that  i s  of  ‘ancient  cult ’ and ‘puri ty ’ .  Famous phi losopher  and histor ian
Hegel  once said,  “The only thing that  we learnt  from history is  that  we
learnt  nothing from history.” So on this  debate  in  our  India,  as  a  prominent
global  power in  the  southern sphere,  i t  must  be  understood what  i s  the  real
meaning of  those  ideas?  The actual  ancient  Indian culture  used to depict  so,
or  neo-fundamental ism made an assessment  of  their  own ideology?  Before
going to the  concrete  discuss ion,  we should have a  look at  the  change of  the
nineteenth century feminine concept  and pol i t ics  over  the  female  body.

1.       Text i le  pr ison,  modesty and puri ty  of  bhadramahi la  (el i te  women) and
rise  of  v ictor ian concept .

The nineteenth century Bengal  faced a  severe  change in  their  socio-pol i t ical
sphere  after  the  conquest  of  the  Bri t i sh.  The previous Nawabi  culture  was
demolished and musl ims were  the  biggest  enemy of  the  new ruler.  Also they
refrain from taking any part  in  Bri t i sh educat ion of  administrat ive  works.
Edward Shi ls  mentioned i t  as  ‘deep preoccupation with the  previous
authority. ’ A new tendency became one to re ject  al l  the  cultural  and even
aesthet ic  pract ices  of  them. So the use  of  extremely cost ly  wearing
‘massl ins ’ were  ter med as  ‘pr imit ive  and vulgar. ’ A famous piece  writ ten in
1860,  named ‘Dasi ’ ,  descr ibed the condit ion of  women's  dresses  at  that  t ime
so c learly.  That  i s  texted below,

“ In those  days,  there  was a  part icular  rule  for  women.  Whoever  became a
bou (br ide /  daughter  in  law) was to vei l  hersel f  for  an ar m’s  length or  so,
and not  to  speak to anybody.  That ' s  what  made a  good bou.  Clothes  then,
unl ike  now,  were  not  made of  such f ine  fabric ,  but  were  rather  coarse  and
heavy.  I  used to wear  that  piece  of  heavy c loth,  and vei l  mysel f  down to my
chest ,  and do al l  those  chores.  And I  never  talked to anyone.  My eyes  never
looked out  from within that  c loth enclosure,  as  though I  was bl indfolded
l ike  the  bul locks  of  the  oi lpresser.  Sight  did not  travel  further  than my feet .
[Dasi ,  1860]
This  sort  of  brutal  object i f icat ion became common at  that  per iod.  But  after
the renaissance in  Bengal ,  women's  dress  also faced a  sort  of  change.  The
wel l -educated women of  Brahmasamaja took an act ive  role  to  prepare  a
perfect ly  covered and wel l  fashioned dress  for  g ir ls.  This  per iod was made to
infor m people  that  graceful ,  el i te  and educated women used to wear  that
type of  dress.  Modesty,  beauty and grace  must  be  ref lected by their  dress.
But  the  pol i t ics  rooted in  dress  covering and female  representat ion went
under  the  curtain.  For the  descr ipt ion of  the  European thought  process
here,  we can discuss  Michael  Foucault ' s  cr i t ic ism of  Marcus’s  ‘ repress ive
hypothesis ’ .  He pointed out  the  publ ic ,  d iscurs ive  nature  of  pr ivat izat ion of
sexual i ty  in  nineteenth century Western Europe.  The poetry by Coventry
Patmore ‘The angel  in  the  house’ also mentioned ‘maternal  breast ’ .  He made
a c lear  dist inct ion between maternal  breast  or  which is  used for  feeding and
another  for  aesthet ic  use.  This  misogynist ic  brutal i ty  could not  be  a  s ign of
c iv i l ized Europe.  The basic  Victorian ideas  could not  be  so helpful  for  such
a country l ike  us,  which has  a  deep and shared c iv i l izat ional  history of  i ts
own concepts  over  female  sexual i ty  and other  matters  related to feminine
ideas.

◆  Ancient  Indian concept  over  sexual i ty  and representat ion.
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Vedant  Rai ;  UG III :  Independent  f i lm maker  Curry Barker’s  f i lm
“Obsess ion” starr ing Michael  Johnston and Inde Navarrette  has  been a
global  blockbuster.  This  f i lm has  not  only  been a  topic  of  discuss ion for
horror  enthusiasts  but  has  also become a deeply  debated f i lm between
feminists  and the manosphere.  Behind the engaging psychological  horror,  the
f i lm has  been deeply  pol i t ical  with quest ions  about  the  male  gaze,  female
agency and consent  and the “incel  culture” of  the  manosphere.

The s imple  plot  unfolds  when the male  protagonist  Bear  uses  a  magical  “One
Wish Wil low” to coerce  his  love interest  Niki  to  love him.  But  the  obsess ion
turns  s inister  with Niki  los ing her  bodi ly  and mental  autonomy.  The f i lm
presents  i t  as  a  l i teral  manifestat ion of  nonconsensual  possess ion.  The f i lm
is  cr i t ical  of  the  internet  culture’s  “nice  guy” myth who are  perfor matively
har mless.  Bear  bel ieves  his  interest  in  Niki  ent i t les  him to her  affect ion,
ignoring the fact  that  the  Niki  pr ior  to  the  spel l  re jects  him.  There  l ies  a
c lear  cr i t ique of  male  ent i t lement  and what  scholars  cal l  a  “benevolent
patr iarchy” or  the  “nice  guy” whose pat ience and emotional  suffer ing is
expected to be rewarded with female  affect ion.

Consent  l ies  not  only  in  sexual  consent .  The f i lm subtly  shows how her
emotional  agency is  completely  hi jacked.  Such kind of  emotional  and
psychological  manipulat ion and coercion is  symptomatic  of  patr iarchy.  The
premise  of  the  movie  l ies  in  the  fact  that  Niki ’s  affect ion for  Bear  i s  not  a
natural  emotion but  an outcome of  s inister  supernatural  acts.  Consent  i s
manufactured metaphysical ly.

Consent  not  only  l ies  in  bodi ly  ter ms but  also in  emotional  and
psychological  ter ms.  Because of  the  spel l ,  Niki  gradual ly  becomes much
more obsessed with Bear.  The ideals  associated with the  feminine such being
nurturing,  sel f -sacr i f ic ing and being there  for  their  partner,  these  get
exaggerated in  her  unt i l  they take a  grotesque turn.  Therefore,  these
expectat ions  thrusted upon her  do not  come natural ly  to  Niki  but  rather
what  i s  expected of  her  by Bear.
These  are  in  turn what  gender  roles  women are  expected to play in  a
patr iarchy.  Niki  becomes a  manifestat ion of  what  i s  expected from a
“perfect  g ir l fr iend”.

Fi lms general ly  cater  to  the  male  gaze  which object i fy  women and where
women become pass ive  subjects  and men are  the  act ive  part ic ipants.  The
f i lm reverses  i t  where  Bear  i s  constant ly  object i f ied and is  under  constant
survei l lance of  Niki .  He becomes the pass ive  rec ipient  to  Niki ’s  wi ld
act ions.  She eventual ly  invades  his  autonomy to the  same extent  of  how
much he invaded her  space.  The roles  get  reversed where  Bear  becomes the
vict im of  a  jealous,  possess ive,  “toxic” gir l fr iend;  trai ts  that  are  general ly
attached to men.

It  i s  a  cr i t ique of  contemporary romantic  culture  where  men who refuse  to
give  up or  try  to “win” the gir l  v ia  their  pers is tent  act ions  are  often
celebrated in  the  media.  The f i lm blurs  the  l ine  between love and
harassment.  Obsess ion uses  horror  as  an effect ive  tool  to  explore  some of
the potent  quest ions  on gendered power in  society  and contemporary dat ing
culture.  I t  sharply  cr i t iques  often nor mal ized onl ine  stalking,  manipulat ive
behavior  and perfoat ive  relat ionships.  Patr iarchy entraps  not  only  women
but  also men expect ing them to play certain roles.  Bear  ul t imately  faces  the
consequences  of  his  own patr iarchy and his  own twisted idea of  romance.

AI & SECURITY SCENARIO

◆  Fundamental ism and aesthet ic  truth :  A conf l ict  s t i l l  al ive

Fundamental is t  scr iptures  l ike  Manusmrit i  mentioned keeping women under
ruthless  control .  The other  mention of  instruct ion for  them was also found
in different  smrit ishastras.  Those didn ' t  have any connect ion with the  real
concept  of  cult  in  ancient  India and i ts  sculptures.Those are  Brahminical
imposit ions  over  women which is  s t i l l  going on in  this  21st  century as  in  the
for m of  fundamental is t  pol i t ics.  I t  i s  far  away from the sc ient i f ic  and
beauti ful  aesthet ic  concept ion of  our  ancient  India.  A poss ible  s tart ing
point  for  an explorat ion of  the  histor ical  evidence on the crucial  place  of
control  over  women’s  sexual i ty  within the  larger  s tructure  in  which
Brahminical  patr iarchy was located thus  could be pract ices  and bel iefs
prevalent  among the upper  castes  as  s tudied by the anthropologists.  An
insightful  essay by Nur Yalman (1962)  on the costs  of  Ceylon and Malabar
shows that  the  sexual i ty  of  women,  more than that  of  men,  i s  the  subject  of
social  concern.  Yalman argues  that  a  fundamental  pr inciple  of  Hindu social
organizat ion is  to  construct  a  c lose  structure  to preserve land,  women and
ritual  qual i ty  within i t .  Same goes  for  the  cr i t ic ism of  Michael  Foucault  on
Marcus’s  ‘ repress ive  hypothesis ’ .  I t  points  out  the  publ ic ,  d iscurs ive  nature
of  the  pr ivat izat ion of  female  sexual i ty  in  nineteenth century western
Europe.  The bubble  /  bubble  of  voices  on moral i ty  and the not ion of  the
appropriately  ‘ feminine’ (a  euphemism for  female  sensual  conduct)  make
Foucault ’s  quest ion pert inent  to  the  project  on nineteenth century Bengal .
He wrote,
“Why has  sexual i ty  so widely  discussed,  and what  has  been said about  i t?
What were  the  effects  of  power generated by what  was said?  What  are  the
l inks  between the discourses,  these  effects  of  power and pleasure  that  was
invested by them? What Knowledge was for med as  a  result  of  this  l inkage?
The object  in  short  i s  to  def ine  the  regime of  power -  knowledge -  pleasure
that  sustains  discourse  on human sexual i ty  in  our  parts  of  the  world?”

◆  Conclusion

The ancient  Indian concepts,  or  i ts  discuss ion so truly  proves  that  sensual
pleasure  was not  taken as  a  heinous cr ime at  this  t ime.  Along with that ,  i t
was taken as  a  for m of  a  Purushartha (dhar ma,  artha,  kama and moksha)
which means the  grat i f icat ion of  des ire  and complete  development  of  human
l i fe.  Brahminical  fundamental ism,  as  discussed earl ier,  depicts  women so
narrowly and as  the  gateway of  varnasankara (caste  mixture) .  I t  wi l l  create
social  instabi l i ty  and the power nexus of  Brahmin and Kshatr iya wi l l  be
turbulent .  So the 21st  century fundamental ism is  s t i l l  going on that  route  to
object i fy  women in that  way.  Certain knowledge from ancient  Indian
scr iptures  and other  iconography could br ing a  massive  change in  their
concept .  I t  wi l l  help others  to  see  ancient  India in  i ts  mult iversal  and unique
aesthet ic  way rather  than a  saffron lens.

FILM REVIEW

Obsess ion from a Feminist  Lens  
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Adri ja  Bhattacharjee ;  UG III :  The World Cup has  had a  trend of  reveal ing
colonial i ty  not  as  a  thing of  the  past  but  as  an exist ing system of  border
content ions  that  does  end up ref lect ing the talent  pipel ine  and nat ional
myths  on a  more competi t ive  level .  The history of  internat ional  sport
demonstrates  that  g lobal  competi t ions  have never  existed outs ide  the
pol i t ical  forces  that  shape the modern world.  The FIFA World Cup has  long
ref lected a  supposedly  pre-set  internat ional  order  where  European and South
American powers  have dominated both the sport  and i ts  narrat ives.  Matches
such as  France vs  Senegal  and England vs  Ghana have even been dubbed as
‘colonial  derbies ’ ,  where  a  wealthy excolonizer  nat ion has  the  f inancial
means to pick and choose from a broad,  g lobal ly  sourced talent  pool ,  which
includes  players  who might  just  be  descendants  of  migrants  from the
competing erstwhi le  colonized nat ion.  The irony for  the  longest  t ime?
Footbal l  teams have only been benef i t ing from the very migrat ions  their
countr ies  have long demonized,  with the  next  generat ion of  postcolonial
migrants  only  emerging as  nat ional  assets  on the pi tch,  whi le  many with
similar  backgrounds are  often cast  off  as  social  plagues  off  the  pi tch.

In the  postcolonial  order,  does  playing for  the  popular  European and South
American teams s ignal  ‘making i t ’ ?  Histor ical ly,  whi le  i t  has  been true,  the
FIFA World Cup this  year,  however,  has  marked a  remarkable  shif t  in  pi tch
pol i t ics.  Although the seeds  of  this  shi f t  had already begun to r ise  in  the
2022 ser ies,  where  Morocco’s  histor ic  semi-f inal  run marked a  watershed
moment by defeat ing for mer colonial  powers  Spain and Portugal ,  Egypt  beat
New Zealand 3–1 and t ied with Belgium, and Ghana shocked the world when
they t ied with England at  0–0,  symbol iz ing a  disrupt ion of  long-standing
assumptions of  who belongs among the c irc les  of  the  world’s  el i tes.

The World Cup has  never  just  been about  footbal l .  I t ' s  loaded with centuries
of  history,  pol i t ics,  and nat ional  pr ide—a t ime that  comes once every four
years  when countr ies  that  have histor ical ly  been subjugated se ize  the  chance
to prove their  growth and res i l ience,  taking back power by themselves,  for
themselves.  A potent  example  of  this?  Cabo Verde.  This  West  Afr ican nat ion
entered the World Cup for  the  f i rst  t ime this  year  and rose  to internat ional
fame after  their  goalkeeper,  Vozinha,  s topped seven attempted goals  by
Spain,  causing an unexpected 0–0 draw.  The res i l ient  r ise  of  Afr ican nat ions,
dominat ing the f ield  across  al l  48 teams,  i s  just  a  s ignal  that  power is  now
more dispersed as  g lobal izat ion has  democrat ized expert ise.  The monopoly
of  the  el i tes,  essent ial ly  enjoyed by European and South American footbal l
associat ions,  i s  gradual ly  weakening.  For decades,  Western media has
frequently  portrayed Afr ican footbal l  through various  degrees  of
stereotypes,  which have only been decis ively  chal lenged and quest ioned
through recent  tournaments  that  highl ight  the  tact ical  adaptabi l i ty  and
defensive  res i l ience  these  countr ies  have brought.

While  ensuring food safety  and logist ical  rel iabi l i ty  for  school  chi ldren is  an
undeniable  pr ior i ty,  a  progress ive  welfare  state  must  ensure  that
administrat ive  progress  does  not  necess i tate  the  economic erasure  of  i ts
most  vulnerable  c i t izens.  True pol icy  eff icacy should not  be  measured solely
by the speed or  scale  of  automation,  but  by i ts  capacity  to sustain and
protect  the  l ivel ihoods of  the  community  i t  serves.

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK: THE WORLD
AFTER GAZA 

AUTHOR: PANKAJ MISHRA

PUBLISHER: JUGGERNAUT BOOKS in  INDIA
and PENGUIN PRESS inter nat ional ly.

Sananda Roy;  UG III :  “ . . i t  i s  Gaza that  has  pushed many to  a  genuine
reckoning with  the  deep malaise  of  their  societ ies .”

“Never  again for  anyone” was the  s logan of  the  brave young act iv ists  of
Jewish Voice  for  Peace.  Yet ,  our  pecul iarly  “modern evi l” proves  how i t
doesn’t  take much for  yesterday’s  v ict ims to become today’s  v ict imizers.  I t ’s
known,  that  l ike  a  shape-shif t ing chameleon,  capital ism thrives  by re-writ ing
its  rules,  but  so does  more vehemently,  i ts  core  genesis  -  human sel f - interest ,
rapaciousness  and naked predat ion.The poets  may disagree,  but  in  l ived-
real i t ies,  hate  outshines  love -  i t  i s  pr imordial ,  immediate,  much more
addict ive,  subvers ive  and catastrophic  in  i ts  escalat ion,  i ts  begui led shelter
dooms the proponent  with a  rage of  r ighteousness  -  one that  burns  through
his  veins,  successful ly  desecrat ing his  capacity  for  remorse,  his  ‘human’ness.  
Doubt  love as  a  creator;  however,  hate  def ini tely  tr iumphs as  a  devastator.
Of  l i fe,  c iv i l izat ion and fai th.  Faith on humanity,  on sel f.

Turning the last  page of  this  book didn’t  quite  feel  l ike  conquering a  heavi ly
erudite  read,  especial ly  that  of  an impeccably researched geopol i t ical  non-
f ic  as  i t  i s,  rather  the  feel ing sett led down to be a  scathingly  urgent  non-
victory of  being,  thinking,  c i t izen- ing.  One does  take a  deep breath.  Do we
truly  reckon what  we are  witness ing?  Some crush,  some per ish,  some
parasi t ize,  some remain “vexed bystanders”.  The author writes  that ;  the
profound rupture  we feel  today is  a  f inal  rupture  in  the  moral  history of  the
world s ince  the  ground zero of  1945.

For midably incis ive  and cr i t ical ly  prol i f ic ,  Mishra,  throughout  his  career
has  been iconoclast ic ,  unforgivingly  presc ient .  He doesn’t  theorize ;  he
dismantles.  Drawing on Shoah l i terature  of  Hannah Arendt,  Pr imo Levi ,
Amery-  al l  of  them aff ir ming the dynamic emotional  and pol i t ical
‘orchestrat ion’ of  a  col lect ive  ident i ty,  f inal ly  induct ing,  that  “Israel  i s  not
an inheri tance of  Shoah”,  Mishra analyses  i ts  anachronist ic  colonial ism in
the 1970s  and al together,  the  innate  genocidal  potent ial  of  a  modern
bureaucrat ic  s tate.  He writes  of  the  debates  of  the  infect ion by the
pathologies  of  the  ‘brute  logic ’ of  survival is t  nat ional ism,  antagonis ing
memory cultures,  the  propensity  of  modern-day “atrocity  huckster ism”.  I t  i s
increasingly  chal lenging to rescue vis ions  of  just ice  and sol idari ty  in  the
zero-sum contests  of  recognit ion and ident i ty  -  the  palpable  minorit ies  are
immolated in  the  face  of  imagined “marginal isat ion” of  groups.  Mishra
highl ights  how conventional  histor ies  have always excluded such conjectures,
where  people  break-free  from the comfort ing aff i l iat ions  of  nat ion,  race,
rel ig ion to acknowledge a  mutual  vulnerabi l i ty  with those  very same
histor ies,  as  their  ‘others ’ -  European Musl ims who saved Jews from Nazi
oppress ion are  lost  s tor ies  now.  Ethnic-racial  pre judice,  f lourishes  on al l
s ides  of  the  colour l ines  European Jews,  Asians  and Afr icans  of  yesterday;
Musl ims and immigrants  of  today.  

The Janus-faced modern s inister  mercurial  pol i t ics  presses  on moral
defeat ism than moral  progress  -  development  and retrogress ion,  freedom and
enslavement,  barbarism and c iv i l i sat ion become entangled,  not  opposing
ter ms.  The book doesn’t  merely  document  the  pol i t ical  history,  i t
interrogates  each and every buried incident  i t  exposes.  At  once a  work of
geopol i t ics,  cultural  history,  nat ional ism,  and memory studies,  the  book
refuses  each one of  these  to be understood in  i solat ion,  especial ly  where
moral i ty  col lapses,  and vict im and perpetrator  bleed into one another,  in  a
world that  mistakes  power for  truth.
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	THE PARADOX OF LIBERATION: RESTORATION OF THE PAST, THE EXCLUDED, AND DECOLONIAL ALTERNATIVES IN INDIAN AND AFRICAN THOUGHT – DECOLONIZATION OR DEGRADATION?
	Sananda Roy & Manali Moulik; UG III: “Imperialism leaves behind germs of rot which we must clinically detect and remove from our land and our minds as well.” —Thomas Sankara (Former President of Burkina Faso)
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	POLITICS OF CASH TRANSFER SCHEMES: "ANNAPURNA" LURES IN, "LAKSHMI" PUSHED OUT
	Koyel Bal; UG III: Setting aside the underlying discrepancies associated with the election outcomes in the recent West Bengal Legislative Elections of 2026, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power with an overwhelming electoral mandate. Institutional erosion, amplification of corruption and widespread controversies regarding job scam and women safety issues under the Trinamool Congress government, necessitated the need for ushering a change. In such a scenario, raising women empowerment and safety concerns have been one of the prime game changer issues raised by the BJP through its electoral campaigns in West Bengal. Despite numerous institutional failures in ensuring women’s safety in other double engine government ruled states, the party’s electoral position was to a great extent determined by the massive sweep of women’s mandate in favour of it. The promise of greater assistance to women belonging to socioeconomically vulnerable communities, through the ‘Annapurna Bhandar Scheme’, brought a greater upsurge to BJP’s women-centred vote bank.
	Essentially, in the past decade, such Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes have become quite prominent as a welfarist moves by the government in various states, so in Bengal, but it comes about with deeper political motives and socio-economic contradictions.

	CASH TRANSFER SCHEMES: WELFARIST OR DEEPER ELECTORAL STRATEGY?
	There are numerous government schemes which provide direct cash transfer, aiming at social inclusion, poverty alleviation and promotion of greater welfare among the backward underdeveloped communities. Undoubtedly, direct cash benefit schemes offer cost effectiveness than transporting food and other material subsidies offered for equitable resource distribution and reduces the chances of illegal cost diversion under intermediaries between the government and the beneficiaries.
	However, the cash grant schemes in the current political scenario has become more viable as a political tool to orient and reorient valuable vote banks from different communities across India, which ultimately sketches the roadmap to the political milieu of a state or the country as a whole. Direct cash benefit offers short term pay offs compromising accomplishment of long-term economic growth and empowerment goals of the intended socially, educationally, economically backward population. It often creates a culture of dependency among the people, discourages skill enhancement and reduces their productive potential.
	The outcomes of electoral competition between two political parties are to a large extent, determined by the instrumental aspect in which the political parties contesting create their own distinct narratives of societal upliftment and better governance, through various schemes, policies and programs, and put forward lucrative offers for clientelistic transfers. Political clientelism comes into play as an instrument for political conditioning of vote banks to vote in favour, by making strategic minimalistic transfers, enough to turn mass of voters towards themselves. In a developing country like India, with wide gaps between economic and social classes, such personalized benefits targeted towards specific vote banks are much more appealing than long-term organized structural deficiency mitigative policies oriented at overall qualitative and quantitative development.

	PROMISE OF ASSISTANCE INDUCES PROMISE OF POWER
	Although, BJP has promoted many DBT schemes throughout the country, in specificity of Bengal elections, the BJP’s strategy to consolidate its position in Bengal ran more or less on the footprints of Ms. Banerjee’s political strategy, with some added flavour to it. The former Trinamool Congress government introduced the ‘Lakshmir Bhandar Scheme’ in Bengal, which bankrolled women irrespective of their socio-economic background, with monthly assistance of ₹1000-1200, with slight gap in monetary amount allotted on the basis of the social category. A total of about ₹12,900 crores was specified for the scheme in the previous West Bengal Budget. On the other hand, the current ruling party in West Bengal made a number of promises, the striking one of which remains the ‘Annapurna Bhandar Scheme’, offering direct cash transfer of about ₹3000 per month, in contention with the Lakshmir Bhandar Scheme introduced under the Trinamool Congress, that lured many women belonging to poor socio-economically backward rural households. The recent budget allocations by the finance department of the newly installed government of West Bengal, announces ₹36,000 crores for women’s assistance under Annapurna
	Scheme, further actualizing the promise made during the election campaign, installing in greater trust of people with the government.
	The BJP took a step further by augmenting the amount to more than double, promising to meet with the equity standards for such benefits and eliminating the financially well off from the assistance coverage. The rural women belonging to the impoverished socially backward masses were specifically moved by such commitments, as it assured them greater financial stability. This is also a reason that greater women voter turnouts, of about 92.28%, has been noticed in this assembly elections, than their male counterparts which was about 91.07%, as women voters become conscious of their vote counting up to fulfilling their own personal interests rather than what difference their votes can make in an electoral outcome.
	However, such a direct cash benefit transfer scheme has some deeper implications to overall women empowerment and financial reserves of the country.
	SOCIO-POLITICAL CONTRADICTIONS WITH SUCH CASH TRANSFER SCHEMES
	ASSESSING GOVERNMENT’S WELFARE MOTIVES
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	THE INTERSECTION OF POLICY EFFICIENCY AND MARGINALIZATION: THE DISPLACEMENT OF WOMEN COOKS IN THE TRANSITION OF THE MIDDAY MEAL SCHEME
	Bhargab Putatunda; UG II: The Midday Meal Scheme, globally recognized as one of the largest school feeding programs, was designed with a dual socio-economic mandate: to eradicate classroom hunger and to foster local community development. In the state of West Bengal, the recent institutional shift to award the Kolkata Municipal Corporation school midday meal pilot tender to centralized nongovernmental organizations, specifically the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), has ignited significant public discourse. While mainstream debate frequently centres on dietary modifications and administrative efficiency, the more profound structural consequence lies in the immediate displacement of marginalized women cooks. The abrupt transition from a decentralized, communitymanaged structure to a highly automated, centralized kitchen model systematically disenfranchises vulnerable women, undermining decades of grassroots economic empowerment in the name of modernization.
	To understand the severity of this displacement, one must examine the foundational architecture of the traditional midday meal system.
	Historically, the program relied on local Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and neighborhood cooks, deliberately recruiting women from the lowest socio-economic strata, including widows, destitute individuals, and women belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and minority communitie. This localized employment structure transformed school kitchens into engines of social mobility. The modest monthly honorariums provided these women with a rare avenue for financial independence and personal agency within deeply patriarchal socio-economic landscapes. By abruptly shifting the tender to a centralized entity, the state effectively dismantled this decentralized economic safety net, severing a vital source of livelihood for thousands of families who possess minimal alternative employment options due to systemic barriers and a lack of formal education.
	Furthermore, the transition highlights a critical ideological conflict between mechanical efficiency and social welfare. Centralized megakitchens employ advanced automated technologies, such as industrial steam jackets and mechanized assembly lines, to prepare tens of thousands of meals simultaneously. While this industrial model optimizes logistical precision and standardization, it inherently displaces human labor. The structural redundancy created by mechanization means that local women are not absorbed into the new supply chain; instead, they are entirely excluded from it. This shift exposes a flawed policy paradigm where institutional modernization is pursued at the direct expense of local labor, converting a community-driven welfare initiative into an automated corporate operation.
	Ultimately, the abrupt policy shift reveals how well-intentioned administrative reforms can inflict compounding vulnerabilities on marginalized populations when executed without comprehensive social impact assessments. The sudden termination of local kitchen contracts leaves displaced women cooks exposed to severe financial precarity, often forcing them back into deep dependency or exploitative informal labor markets.
	While ensuring food safety and logistical reliability for school children is an undeniable priority, a progressive welfare state must ensure that administrative progress does not necessitate the economic erasure of its most vulnerable citizens. True policy efficacy should be measured not solely by the speed or scale of automation, but by its capacity to sustain and protect the livelihoods of the community it serves.

	FROM PLATE TO POLITICS: HOW IDEOLOGY WALKED INTO THE TIFFIN BOX
	Ritoja Sen; UG II: According to ‘Dr. Fareha Shanam’ - Senior Dietician in the Department of Nutrition and Dietetics at Delhi’s ‘Sir Ganga Ram Hospital’ - plant based sources like lentils, moong, sprouts are nutritious but generally do not provide complete protein on their own as they may lack one or more of the nine essential amino acids. She stated that there was no harm in replacing eggs with Paneer and other milkbased proteins, but cost is a major factor. While eggs serve as an affordable, bioavailable source of protein to combat childhood malnutrition, paneer stands to be more expensive and may be less digestible. Egg meals have served as an incentive that boosted school attendance among children from economically weaker backgrounds. In a state where eggs are meant to be a child’s guaranteed source of protein for the day, one decision just took it off the plate.
	The West Bengal government appointed the ‘ISKCON’ to serve midday meals in state sponsored schools, switching the protein rich egg meals to pure vegetarian meals, including soya, paneer and other various pulses. Alongside the exclusion of eggs as a non-vegetarian food item, wider sattvik exclusions of onion, garlic and masoor dal - staples of Bengali cooking- have stirred mixed responses from the masses. The old model of rice, dal, curry and eggs once a week stood at 6.78/- rupees per primary student whereas the new model caused 10 rupees per student under ISKCON’s centralized kitchen model, with the rest funded by the donors of ISKCON.
	The BJP led state government’s recent decision to switch state sponsored schools’ midday meals from non-vegetarian to pure vegetarian, reminds me of the short story “They Eat Meat” by Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar. In the story, a Santhal Adivasi couple moves from Bhuvaneshswar to Vadodara only to find out that they must stop eating non veg food items in order to be accepted by the other neighbours. Even though their primary diet involved chicken, meat, fish and eggs, they had to completely stop cooking such items in their kitchen. This led to the couple purchasing and cooking small quantities of eggs secretly and disposing the shells meticulously so no one could discover their scandalous acts of consuming non veg. The once meat loving couple now had to give up their diet in exchange for public acceptance in a community who looked down upon meat eating folks, considering them as impure and of low caste.
	This decision significantly illustrates how the “saffron party” based on rigid hindutva political beliefs is slowly entering the private spheres, now even the kitchens. According to certain interpretations of brahminical ideologies, a nonvegetarian diet signifies a person to be impure and of low level or caste, while a pure vegetarian diet is a symbol of purity and high social strata. The direct exclusion of particular food items based on certain Sattvik beliefs makes it clear that the served food can be seen as prasadam which may be seen as a problem since the meals are served to children of all faiths. The involvement of a purely religious institution in the handling of midday meals in state sponsored schools hampers the idea of secularism in itself.
	This becomes personal as such drastic changes in the midday meals isn't any abstract policy; it is affecting children’s growth, immunity and development. It is the cost of letting ideology dictate nutrition. When eggs become ideology, it's the children who are left half boiled.
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	Sananda Roy; UG III: “..it is Gaza that has pushed many to a genuine reckoning with the deep malaise of their societies.”
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